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REMINGTON'S ARMORY, ILION, N. Y. : 7 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF E. REMINGTON & SONS. 


THE following interesting sket¢h of the Remington Armory, at Ilion, N. Y., with 
the illustrative cut, appears in the work on “ American Breech-Loadiog Small-Arms,” 
by General Charles B. Norton, which will shortly issue from the press of the At- 
lantic Publishing Comp any. 


The establishment of E. Remington & Sons(Mr. Remington, the founder, died in 1861), exclusively 

devoted to the production of small arms, has, of course, very largely increased in capacity since the 
Danish and Swedish contracts first brought the new military arm into prominence. The structures 
in which this branch of the business is pursued, though erected at intervals, present an architectural 
ensemble far from disagreeable to the eye, an effect by no means lessened by the pleasant village sur- 
roundings inthe midst of which they stand. They cover, including the pistol department, from 
three and a half to four acres of ground. The motive force is furnished by three principal engines, 
aggregating 400-horse power. The number of operators averages about 1,000, though the machine 
plant as now perfected would probably provide work for double this number. The superficial area of 
the armory, estimating the floor space ef the immense four-story buildings that constitute it, is very 
nearly equal to fifteen acres. Ev ery feature of Construction has here subsidized all that scientific 
and mechanical achievement can contribute, each operation, from the first subjection of the steel 
mould in the rolling-mill, to the ultimate equipment of the barrel with stock and breech-system in 
the assembling-room, being effected by the most improved artificial device, the direction of the most 
thorough skill and experience. The great armory at Ilion, is, in fact, but a great family—and this, in- 
deed, may be truly enough said of the whole busy village, every member, every citizenof which owns 
an interest, at least of good wishes, in the general prosperity. While the Remingtons are sole owners 
of buildings and machinery, the work is given out by contract. Each contractor, of whom there are 
more than thirty in all, has his particular job, hires his own gang of men, and executes his work, 
whether it be on the barrel, the stock or some part of the system, to exact gauges, of which one set 
Temains in the hands of the company, and the other is kept carefully in his own little office, his sole 
care being to sustain his branch of production upon a base with the general result. The direct issue 
of such a division of labor is that it equalizes or disseminates interest, and is a constant spur to en- 
deavor in its various shapes, every little while bringing out of some clever brain a tool or a process 
by which operations may be reduced in number, or helping the enterprising sub to realize better re- 
sults from his gang of artisans. 

The system of jabor as above suggested is certainly better calculated to answer such imperious exi- 
Sencies as that of France in 1870, than any other could be. It does not turn out an individual arm 
48 speedily perhaps as a single expert gunsmith might, but it turns out a thousand in less time by far 
than the same number of smiths, separately employed, would dare to think of doing. Thus, while 
it would be possible to take one of the moulds of excellent steel, piled up in the rolling-mill, and have 
the gun-barrel completed in three hours, a careful estimate gives thirty-three days as the average 
time in which the mould goes through its eighty-three distinct operations, and reaches the assembling 
room in the shape or a gleaming tube of 50 calibre ready to be issued. It is, however, not the single 
mould, but the pile of a thousand, more or less, that the barrel-making gang, in all its various 
branches, has to consider, and both long experience and wise economy show that this dissemination 
of work and multiplicity of operations effect the quickest aggregate at the smallest cost. 

_ From 1°35 to 1840, the entire machine stock of the Remington establishment comprised one turn- 
ing lathe, one stocking and four milling machines, and that the fixtures and tools had to be changed 
sbout as occasion demanded. In those days barrels were forged and welded into shape. Now in the 
rolling-mill each furnace turns out from 300 to 350 barrels per day at the hands of four men. If we 


Hlew the barrel department thrvngh, we shall B04 thet thia branch of the gatablishment aleue, 








when at full head, has at work about a score of milling machines, forty-six drilling machines of 
various capacity and speed, thirty-one lathes and nine rifling machines, not to mention » legion of 
OUher lavur dovices, whose names have pod vux ae da. & hasty estimate gives the number 
of milling machines alone, used in the establishment, at over four hundred. 

As in most large worksh ops, there are in use at the Lion armory several processes special to the es- 
tablishment. The long and intelligent experience of the Remingtons and of their artisans, many of 
them a second generation of the same family in the employ of the company, has achieved large re- 
sults in the mechanical features of their work, as well in the economizing of operations as in the 
lessening their number. The excellent shooting qualities of the barrels made at their establishment 
have been from the era of the founder a proverb in mouths of wisest censure. This superiority has 
been, moreover, quite as generally observed in the barrels of the military as of the sporting rifles. 
It is possible that a degree of this excellence may be due to choiceness of material, but the extraor- 
dinary care given to the interior finish, the delicate gauging of the ehambers, and the exact turning 
of muzzles, and, more than all, the patient and faithful straightening process, which is never 
neglected, are probably the general claimants in this instance. The operation of straightening a 
barrel, an achievement as yet unattained by mechanical process, is one of the most difficult in the 
manufacture of a gun, an art so rare in fact that accident has often produced a guinea Brummagem 
fowling-piece that would outshoot a Westley Richards, or Greener, in the.same field. The Reming- 
tons, with an honorable pride in the excellence of their productions, and correctly estimating the 
superlative importance of this quality in a barrel, have omitted no care, whether it concerns the ex- 
perience and skill of artisans, or the severity of intermediate and final inspection, that will secure 
the merit of precision for their work. 


In 1864 the business at Iliqn had atteined such proportions as to render a new 
organization imperative as well for the purpose of perpetuating it, as of more easily 
controlling the multiplicity and extent of its operations. The private firm, still in- 
cluding only the sons of the founder, was accordingly made into a company, under 
the general law of the State of New York. The incorporation, legally known as E. 
Remington & Sons, dates from January Ist, 1865. The first officers were Philo Rem- 
ington, President ; Samuel Remington, Vice-President, and Eliphalet Remington, 
Secretary and Treasurer. In 1866, in anticipation of Mr. Samuel Remington's going 
to Europe, he was choser president in order to more fully represent the company in 
the Old World. At this time Mr. Philo Remington became Vice-President. In the 
summer of 1870, Colonel W: C. Squire, to whose large executive ability and fine 
business tact are due no small measure of the more recent triumphs 8 the estab- 
lishment, was elected secretary of the organization. This gentleman ig @ son-in- 
law of Philo Remington, all the offices are retained in the family. The nominal 
capital of the company was named at $1,000,000, the value of the buildings, machin- 
ery and stock in progress having been moderately estimated at $1,500,000. The en- 
tire stock of the company at the date of incorporation was—and still is—owned by 
the different individuals of the Remington family, with the exception of a few 
hundred dollars in amount, necessary by law to qualify the three other members of 
the board of seven trustees, all of whom are residents of Ilion. The present values 


tiog of buildings, maphinery and stock, ranges from $9,700,090 #0 $9,000,000,” 
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TOMES, MELVAIN & Co., 


No. 6 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK, 
IMPORTERS OF AND DEALERS IN ARMY AND NAVY GOODs 


Sworps, Sasnes, Beits, Hats, 


Caps, EPAULETS, SHOULDER-STRAPS, 


GoLp AND Fancy LAcEs, 


Fringts, Corps, TASsELs, 
Sworp-Knots, Hat-Corps, CAPp-ORNAMENTS, 


AIGUILLETTES, BUTTONS, 
CARTRIDGE-BOXEs, 


and every article pertaining to personal equipment. 
Particular attention given to special orders for Embros- 





Cap and Collar Decorations for Officers of the U. S. 


Revenue Marine, as ordered in the new Regulations. 


National, Corps, and Regimental Flags and Guidons in 


stock or made to order in any degree of elegance. 


Guns, Rifles, Pistols, and Sporting Goods of every de- 


scription, comprising 


BELTS, FowLinG-Pixces, of all the most approved makers 





(BREECH and MuzziE-Loapine), SHot-PoucnHEs, 


PowDER and DRAM-FLAsKs, PERCUSSION CAPs, 


Waps, Brrecu-Loapine and WIRE CARTRIDGES. 





Field, Marine and Opera Glasses, 

Gauntlets, Boxing-Gioves, 

Fencing-Foils and Masks ; 
Travelling Bags and 
Dressing Cases ; 
Rodgers’s, Wostenholm’s & Needham’s 
Pocket Cutlery, Tabdle-Cutlery, Razors, 
Scissors,and a general assortment of 
Druggists’ Sundries, Perfumery, 
Soaps, Fancy Goods, ete, 


ALL COMMUNICATIONS ANSWERED PROMPTLY, AND GOODS FORWARDED C. O. D. TO ANY PART OF THE UNION. 





THE ARMY AND NAVY BRANCH 


OF THE 


ST. LOUIS MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


THE LEADING LIFE COMPANY OF THE WEST. 
Assets, January 1, 1872, - a 


LOSSES BY DEATH PAID SINCE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPANY, OVER - 
TOTAL RETURN DIVIDENDS PAID SINCE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPANY, OVER 
PRESENT ANNUAL INCOME, OVER $3,500,000. 

ASSETS AND RESERVE SECURE AND AMPLE FOR ALL CONTINGENCIES 
Principal Officers and Directors of the Company. 


D. A. JANUARY..............President. 


CHARLES H. PEUK.....Vice President. : ary. 
DIRECTORS.—Oliver Garrison, 8. Willi, Theo. Laveille, Chas. H. Peck, General T.L. Price, Jules Valle, W. J. Lewis, G. R. Robinson, R. E. Carr, J. F. Thornton, Hon. 


J. Hogan,D. K. F 


The Army and Navy Branch has now been in operation for eleven mon 








WILLIAM T. SELBY.........Secretary. ° 


- $6,500,000. 


$2,500,000 
° “ - - 1,250,000 


A. P. STEWART........ - Assistant Fecretary. 


WM. E. HARVEY...........202.... Actu 


Wn. T. Selby, Jas. O. Carson, Nich. Shaffer, Wm. T. Gay, Wm. Jamison, R. P. Hahnenkamp, L. H. Baker, D. A. January, Jacob Tamm. 
oe and has about ONE MILLION OF DOLLARS insurance in force. No other 


com ffers the same inducements to ms in the mili rtion of the-service, and supplies a want long felt. The attention of officers is especially 
A to this fe Full information will bo ven to those who desire it, on application, by mail, to the agents in New York. 


called to this feature of the company. 
NEW YORK OFFICE, 205 BROADWAY: GREGORY & HOUSTON, Managers. 
OC. I. WILSON, J. B. KIDDOO, 205 Broadway, New York. 


ial Agents Army and Navy Branch. 
Sportal Agente CHARLES 


NORTON FOLSOM, M. D., late U. 8. Army, Med. Examiner, 
EWING, Counselor and Agent, 480 7th street, Washington, D. C. 





BALL, BLACK & CU. 


‘THE MEDICAL PROFESSION OF 
THE ARMY. 


X-SOLDIERS’ & SAILORS’ HOMESTEADS. 


DR. E. F. GARVIN'S 


THE BANNING BRACE TRUSS, jestai-stfsponite saree. “rie moxie: ELIXIR OF TAR 


their Heirs. Every information furnished ; forms 


565 & 567 BROADWAY, — gees angus ty Ge Gnas, application etc. Charges $2. Having 20 years’ CURES WITHOUT FAIL 


New York, 


BRONZES 





fow all; Aote tly 
principle of elevating Abdominal weight from the 
0) 


penings. 


Was 


Dr. E. P. Banning, New York. - . 
rwonmuine hemi See MBYOOKS IBros., Volatile Solution of Tar 
eo ieee 


OrrFicz, » |&CO.,202 Broadway, New York. 
1nGaTox, D. C., May 3, 1865. § 


experience, we are prepared to locate for All ap- 
vawietios of Hornia- icants, the most valuable lands along the li f SCROFULA 
Hratlroa in all the Western “States, “Secure your ERUPTIONS OF THE SKIN, 
eads mi: ° ito! 
(Official. } end Railroad Bummere. Address HL G. MAIB DYSPEPSIA, 
SuRnGrox-GEenNERa’s 


Diseases of the Liver and Kidneys, Heart Diseases, 
and General Debility. Alsoa 





(WITH INHALER) 
For all diseases of the NOSE, 


eal J, Fourebedient savant, ‘ For all map “7 of the THROAT, 
. C. SPENCER, Ass’t m U.S.A. all diseases of the LUNGS. 
AND How to Measure for Baustxe’s Brack Truss : UNION SQUARE, Can be carried in the vest posit, oa ap ye 








FOR THE 


Number of inches around body, two inches below 
Cresti-llli, State nature of i 


FINE G00D8*""* = 


time for use. 


requisition on Medica / INVITE ATTENTION TO THEIR |The Tar and Mandrake Pill, 





HOLIDAYS. 
Geo. Steck & Co’s 


GRAND, SQUARE, AND UPRIGHT 


PIANOS 


NBW WABREROOMS, 25 East 14th St. 








fine and SrmMPaTHETIO for thorough work- 
and the greatest possible pu 

they aze whol unrivalled. The Steck Cabinet 

pastent ingret patented, is pronounced by 

all competent j Most Pearecr Piano oi 

this class ever | Every 

ganted for five years. No 
Dr. 








F. J. HEIBERGER, 
ARMY, NAVY axv CITIZENS 


MERCHANT TAILOR, 
Msraorouiirtax Horet, 

617 PENNSYLVANIA AV. 

; Washington, D. 


F 
i 








—— 
4 ht PAY OF OFFICERS IN THE! 
“Army and 
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for use in connection with the ELIXIR TAR, isa 
combination of the TWO most valuable ALTERA- 





TIVE Medicines known in the Profession, and ren- 
CHOICE STOCK OF ders this Pill without exception the very best ever 


$1,000 ie"serincct} GENTLEMEN'S CLOTHING |r) iyip OF TAR 
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Ni CASHED in edvance at re- 
5. eQULER, Broker, 1,407 F 
Py & Co., Bankers. am pate 





AND 





GIVEN TO, 


is without doubt the best remedy known in cases of 


FURNISHING GOODS, |CHOLER4 AND YELLOW FEVER. 


Itisa 8 for such diseases, and should be 
kept in household of every family, especi 


SPECIAL ATTENTION = duzing those months in which 


OHOLERA AND YELLOW FEVER 

are liable to prevail. A small quantity taken daily 

will prevent contracting these terrible diseases. 
ution and Compound Elixir, $1 per Bottle. 


Military & Naval Orders.) rarsca sense Cb sod SP 


Send for Circular of Positive Cures to your 
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ii rtieee 


AD. 
AT SHORT NOTLICE. 
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Formerly 0. 100 Canal &t.,) 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 
"No. 160 GRAND STREET, 


Berwsex Buoapwar ap OxurasSr., | 


NEW YORK. Sein, Mann 


Druggist, or to 


Be 0. i # DEECKLN, L. Ff. EYDE & cO., 


Manufacturer of and Dealer in 


MILITARY GOODS SOLE PROPRIETORS, 


110 E. 22d St., New York. 


FULL DRESS UAPS, EPAULETS. FATIGUE sola 
OAPS, AND ALL KINDS OF EQUIPMENTS [°° °7 Druswists Generally . 
OF ine NATIONAL GUARD OF VE WHOLESALE AGENTS: 


RIOUSSTATES CONBTANTLY ON ich St., N. ¥. 
HAND AND MADE TO ORDER ee & SE Sr Sete oD: 


NX RORRINS 91 Fulton St., N. ¥. 





W L. HAYDEN, Teacher of Goitar 
«and Flute. Agent for Titon's 
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THE ARMY. 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 


W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 
Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 
War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S } 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, April 13, 1872. 








Circular. 

Paragraph 1,299, Revised Regulations for the Army, 
edition of 1863, which provides that “as soon asa re- 
cruit joins any regiment or station he shall be examined 
by the medical officer and vaccinated when it is re- 
quired,” will be considered as applying to all recruiting 
depots. In all casés where there is not unmistakable 
evidence of successful vaccination within a reasonable 
period, the operation will be immediately performed. 

No recruit will be sent from depot until the medical 
officer is satisfied of his protection from small-pox. The 
attention of commanding officers of depots is called to 
the present importance of enforcing these instructions. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TownNsEND, Adjutant-General. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Ieswed from the Adjutani-General’s Office for the week ending 
» April 15, 1872. 
Tuesday, April 9. 

Discharged.—Private Henry M. Walker, General Ser- 
vice with Signal service detachment, Fort,Whipple, Va. 

Transferred.—Private Patrick Gibbons, Company E, 
Eighth Cavalry, to Company A, First Cavalry. 


Wednesday, April 10. 


Aboard to consist of Colonel P. V. Hagner, Ordnance 
Department, Captain E. V. Sumner, First Cavalry, Cap- 
tain A. E. Bates, Second Cavalry, is hereby appointed to 
meet at Watervliet Arsenal, West Troy, New York, 
April 16, 1872, for the purpose of considering certain 
modifications and improvements in the horse equip- 
ments for cavalry, and contriving means for the carry- 
ing of clothing and rations by cavalry soldiers mounted. 
The board will also consider such subjects as may be 
submitted to it by the Chief of Ordnance, to whom its 
report willfinally,be made. The junior member of the 
board will record the proceedings. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish Captain 
William H. Brown, Fifth Cavalry, with fuel and quar- 
ters im this city from March 15, 1872, until he has com- 
pleted the explanation of his quartermaster’s account, as 
required by paragraph 9, Special Orders No. 466, De- 
cember 11, 1871, from this office, provided he is not fur- 
nished the same elsewhere. 

The superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service will 
prepare and forward, under proper charge, one hundred 
recruits to Fort Riley, Kansas, where they will be re- 
ported, upon arrival, to the commanding officer Sixth 
Cavalry for assignment to his regiment. The Quarter- 
master’s Department will furnish the necessary trans- 
portation. 

Recruits George E. Kelly, William Murphy, and 
William B. Williamson, Mounted Service U. 8S. Army, 
now in confinement at St. Louis Depot, Missouri, await- 
ing trial for desertion, are hereby restored to duty with- 
out trial, with loss of the authorized reward paid for their 

ee as deserters. 
ischarged.—Sergeant Thomas Coglan, Battery L, First 
Artillery. 
Thursday, April 11. 


The leave of absence granted Surgeon Madison Mills 
in Special Orders No, 30, February 5, 1872, from this 
office, is hereby extended sixty days. 

ve of absence for ten months on surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability is hereby granted Major Robert V. W. 
Howard, Third Artillery. 

Leave of absence for six months on surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability is hereby granted Major H. Clay 
Wood, assistant adjutant-general. 

Discharged.—Hospita] Steward Oliver A. Bailey, U.S. 
Army, now on duty at Frankford Arsenal, Pennsylvania. 

First Lieutenant John H. Mahnken, Eighth Cavalry, 
recruiting officer, New York city, is hereby appointed to 
act as inspector on certain unserviceable recruiting prop- 
erty on hand at the rendezvous of Captain E. V. Sumner, 
First Cavalry, at New York city, and for which Captain 
Sumner is responsible. 

Captain William Sinclair, Third Artillery, is hereby 
‘ppointed to act as inspector on certain unserviceable 
camp and garrison equipage on hand at Charleston Ar- 
senal, South Carolina, and for which First Lieutenant 
a D. Ramsay, Jr., Ordnance Department, is respon- 

Discharged.—Second Class Private Joseph Starkey, U. 
8. Military Academy Detachment of Ordnance. 

Friday, Aprit 12. 

A board to consist of — 

Bo Henry B. Clitz, Tenth Infantry, Major J. D. 
Tee Quartermaster; Captain James McMillan, 
‘ann Artillery, is hereby appointed to meet at the 
uylkill Arsenal, Philadelphia, Pa., April 16, 1872, to 
examine a quantity of blankets furnished the Govern- 
oo % John Dobson, of Philadelphia, under » contract 
ted November 18, 1871. The board -will ascertain 





whether or not the quality of the blankets is equal to 
the standard, and the material used in their manufacture 
of the kind required by the contract, and will recom- 
mend such action in the case as the circumstances ma 
require. The junior member of the board will record 
the proceedings. 

Discharged.—Second-Claas Privates John Potts and 
William A. Studer, Ordnance Detachment, U. 8. Army, 
Columbus Arsenal, Ohio. Second-Class Private J. 8. 
Hawk, Ordnance Detachment, U. S. Army, Allegheny 
Arsenal, Pa. Sergeant Scott Horton, Company L, 
Seventh Cavalry. Artificer William M. Cloney, Com- 
pany C, Battalion of Engineers, U. 8. Army. 


Saturday, April 13. 

On the recommendation of the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, Captain Asa P. Blunt, assistant quartermaster, is 
hereby relieved from duty in the Department of Da- 
kota, and will report in person to the commanding gen- 
eral Department of the Seuth for assignment to duty. 

Colonel Henry B. Clitz, Tenth Infantry, is hereby de- 
tailed for duty, temporarily, as a member of the board 
of officers convened by Special Orders No. 260, July 3, 
1871, from this office, and will report accordingly. 

On the recommendation of the regimental commander, 
the following transfers in the First Artillery, to take 
effect May 1, 1872, are hereby announced: First Lieu- 
tenant John C, White, from Battery D to Battery A; 
First Lieutenant J. W. MacMurray, from Battery A to 
Battery B. 

Discharged.—Ordnance Sergeant Robert McVey, U.S. 
Army, Ship Island, Miss. 

A General Court-martial is hereby appointed to meet 
at West Point, N. Y., on the 18th dayof April, 1872, or 
as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of Private 
James Hackett, Company E, Battalion. of Engineers, 
and such other prisoners as may be brought before it. 

Detail for the Court.—Captain Alexander Piper, Third 
Artillery; Captain John 8S. Poland, Sixth Infantry; 
Captain G. J. Lydecker, Oorps of Engineers; First 
Lieutenant James Mercur, Corps of Engineers; First 
Lieutenant James O’Hara, Third Artillery; Second 
Lieutenant Philip M. Price, Jr., Second Artillery, judge 
advovate of the court. 

Private William W, Wheeler, General Service U. 8. 
Army, now in this city, will report in person, with per- 
mission to delay three days en route, to the Superinten- 
dent of the U. 8. Military Academy, West Point, N. Y., 


for duty. 
Monday, April 15. 


Discharged.—Corporal Daniel Fraser, Ordnance De- 
tachment, Watertown Arsenal, Mass. Private Isaiah 
Coleman, alias Harry Moore, Company B, Eighth In- 
fantry. 

Tne extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant James Joyes, Seventeenth Infantry, in Special 
Orders No. 23, January 27, 1872, from this office, is here- 
by further extended until June 30, 1872. 

First Lieutenant H, H. C. Dunwoody, Fourth Artil- 
lery, acting signal officer, is hereby relieved from signal 
duty, and will join his proper station. 

Upon being relieved from duty at the Artillery School, 
First Lieutenant Richard P. Strong, Fourth Artillery, 
will report in person to the chief signal officer of the 
Army for assignment to duty. 

The resignation of First Lieutenant James Joyes, 
Seventeenth Infantry, has been accepted by the Presi- 
dent, to take effect June 30, 1872. 





CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following isa list of the changes of stations of treops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report : 

Company A, First Oavalry, from Camp McDowell, A. T., to Fort 
Whipple, A t., March 15. 

Company H, Ninth Cavalry, from Fort Bliss, Tex., to Fort Stock- 
ton, Tex., March 9. 

Company B, Seventh Infantry, from Fort Shaw, M. T., to Fort 
Benton, M. T., April 4. 

Conqety E, Seventh Infantry, from Fort Benton, M. T., to Fort 
Shaw, M. T., April 4. 

Compan G, Seventh Infantry, from Camp Baker, M. T., to Fort 
Shaw, M. T., April 4. 

Company H, Seventh Infantry, from Fort Shaw, M. T., to Camp 
Baker, M. T., April 4. 

Company F, Tenth Infantry, from Fort McIntosh, Tex., to Fort 
Brown, M. T., March 26. 





SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT. 


The Secretary of War, in answer to the request of the 
House Military Committee, has furnished the House of 
Representatives with a statement showing the present 
stations and duties of the officers of the Subsistence De- 
partment; a list of officers detailed for duty as acting 
commissaries of subsistence, with the posts where they 
are on duty; a statement showing the number of enlist- 
ed men employed on extra duty in the Subsistence De- 
partment, with the several occupations in which they 
are employed and their total monthly pay/ and a state- 
ment showing the number of civilians employed in the 
Subsistence Department, with the several occupations in 
which they are employed and their total monthly pay. 
There are one brigadier-general, two colonels, eight ma- 
jors,and thirteen captains in thedepartment. Three 
vacancies in the grade of commissary of subsistence, 
with the rank of captain, now exist, and under section 
6 of the act of March 3, 1866, stopping appointments 
a in certain departments, they cannot be 
filled. If this restriction were removed, says the Com- 
missary-General of Subsistence, A. B. Eaton,and the va- 
cancies filled, the officers appointed could be employed 
advantageously tothe service. There are 193 officers de- 





tailed for duty as acting assistant commissaries of sub- 
\sistence, 178 being of the line and 20 not of the line, 





most of whom are lieutenants and a few captains and 
majors. Itis believed that nearly all the detailed offi- 
cers are also doing duty as acting assistant quartermas- 


y | ters at their respective stations. Two hundred and fifty- 


one enlisted men are employed on extra duty in the 
Subsistence Department—26 clerks, 133 laborers, 18 
butchers, 2 mechanics, 11 storekeepers, 1 watchman, 30 
herders, 12 acting commiss sergeants, ar- 
tificers 7 issuing sergeants, overseer, and 4 
coopers, with a total monthly pay of $1.900.91. One 
hundred and ninety-seven civilians are emplo as 
follows, theirmonthly phy amounting to $15,067.46: 79 
clerks, 70 laborers, 8 storekeepers, 7 watchmen, 11 coop- 
ers, 16 messengers, 8 bakers, 1 carpenter, and 2 inspect- 
ors. The number of enlisted men on extra duty and the 
number of civilian employees vary according to the ne- 








cessities of the service, but these statements, which sare 
compiled from returns for January, may be taken as an 
average as the Army is now stationed. 





QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General. 


In reply to a request made by the House Military 
Committee, the Secretary of War has furnished the 
House of Representatives with a list of the officers of the 
Quartermaster’s Department, with the designation of 
their stations and duties; a list of the officers of the 
line detailed for duty as acting assistant quartermasters, 
showing also the posts where they are on duty; a state- 
ment showing the number of enlisted men employed on 
extra duty in the department classified so as to show the 
occupations in which they are engaged and their total 
monthly compensation, and a statement showing the 
number of civilians employed in the department with 
their occupations and aggregate monthly pay. There are 
one brigadier-yeneral, four colonels, eight lieutenant- 
colonels, sixteen majors, and forty-six captains, eleven of 
whom are military storekeepers in the department. 
One hundred and eighty-one line officers are detailed for 
duty as acting assistant quartermasters, most of whom 
are lieutenants and some few captains. The number of 
enlisted men employed on extra duty in the department 
in November, 1871, was three thousand one hundred and 
forty-one, with an aggregate monthly pay of $24,426 61. 
Of these 1,379 were on duty as clerks, overseers, artifi- 
cers and mechanics, with aggregate monthly pay of $13,- 
156 87; 696 as teamsters, with pay amounting to $4,- 
076 60; 933 as laborers, with pay amounting to §$6,- 
827 94; and 183 as messengers and mail-carriers, with 
pay amounting to $865 20. ‘The month of November, 
1871, was taken because the list of reports for subse- 
quent months have not yet been completed. In Novem- 
ber, 1871, 2,718 civilians were employed in the de 
ment, with an aggregate monthly pay of $156,817 04. 
Of these, 476 were clerks and agents, with a total pay of 
$53,208 59; 616 were teamsters and wagon-masters, 
with a total pay of $20,409 76; 934 were laborers, with 
a total pay of $36,088 71, and 692 were mechanics with 
a total pay of $47,110 52 





PAYMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 
Benj. Alvord, Acting Paymaster-General. 

Mason Benjamin Alvord, acting Paymaster-General, 
has sent to the Congressional committee an able ar- 
gument against the proposed consolidation of staff 
corps. We have for some weeks been gee make 
room for it, but without success, and we therefore give 
a condensed statement of the main arguments ad- 
dressed to the committee introducing it.. The answer 
to the first inquiry, as to name, rank, etc., is as. follows: 

[I am now major and paymaster and acting paymaster- 
general. I have served continuously since 1 in the 
Army, and was appinted a paymaster in 1854. I served 
throughout the Florida and Mexican wars, and in the 
late war was three years a brigudier-general of volun- 
teers. Besides, for years commanding a company as 
eaptain and first lioutenant,I have at different times 
performed the duties of quartermaster, commissary, and 
acting adjutant-general. 

The argument drawn from the efficiency of the present 
machinery in time of war is next presented, and Gen- 
erals Sherman and Thomas are quoted in its favor. Fol- 
lowing this are the main arguments of the reply, which 


we give with as little condensation as possible : 


The division of labor leads to thoroughness and 
perfection, whereas overcrowding of too many and divers 
duties would inevitably produce slighting and imperfec- 
tion. [Consolidation would certainly induce neglect. 
Every one who, in time of war, or even in time of peace, 
has seen the duties performed by a quartermaster at a 
large depot knows that he is often burdened with an im- 
mense deal of business. Superadd those of the com- 
missary and pay departments, and some of them would 
have to be neglected. Each of these officers has to be ef- 
ficient in his work, to master the interpretations of law 
in his own department. It is a labor which cannot be 
avoided. No condensation or epitome of the laws will 
avoidit. There is no short cut which the account- 
ing officers of the treasury can be gotten rid of. This 
intricacy cannot be evaded. Human ingenuity is un- 
able to devise legislation to prevent these questions con- 
stantly arising. They suffice with their other duties to 
give constant employment to each of these branches of 
the staff; and it would bo futile to expect one man to be 
well versed in each. 

The present subdivision has the merit of simplicity, 
unity and efficiency. Each bureau reports direct to the 


War Department; whereas it is to interpose 
between each and the {or a chief of supply, 
(or some such Ww. ing must 
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s. It would only make another remove, another link 
in the chain, not calculated to hasten or facilitate the 
public service. In the supervision of the War Depart- 
ment we have now, as we have said, all the consolidation 
needed. A general officer (sometimes quoted as in favor 
of this scheme) said: “It would be necessary to have in 
the new department a bureau re ting each of the 
existing departments.” Thus there would be three 
wheels within one big wheel. And as the new chief 
could not master all three of the branches thoroughly, he 
would be apt to degenerate into a mere automaton, to, 
sign his name without sufficient investigation. Thus, 
would not he and all his apparatus be s costly and cum- 
brous fifth wheel to the coach? He could not attend to 
the duties of all these branches in time of peace; much 
less could he do so in time of war. 

There is a permanent provision by the act of July 5, 
1838, for a temporary expansion of the Pay Department 
when an emergency demands it: one paymaster for every 
two regiments of volunteers can be appointed, to be dis- 
charged when the troops are di with. During 
the late war, under this act, nearly five hundred addi- 
tional paymasters were appointed. This will give some 
idea of the labor and large machinery of this department 
in time of war. To the Quartermaster's Department and 
also to the Commissary Department were added, by 
special legislation during the war, a like provisional 
force, each giving ample and absorbing occupation to the 
chiefs of those branches of the staff. ° ° ‘ 

The present system has the merit of economy and of 
immediate and direct accountability. The paymasters 
are bonded officers. The accounts are generally rendered 
monthly; always at least hae 5° and undergo a 
rigid examiration in the office of the Paymaster-General 
and also in the Treasury. Weekly statements of funds 
on hand, and where deposited, are made to the Treasurer 
of the United States and also to this office. The deposi- 
tary also makes weekly statements to the Treasurer of 
amounts to the credit of all disbursing officers. These 
statements are compared in the Treasury, and any dis- 
crepancy promptly investigated. Thus, such a crime as 
became known in September last cannot again occur. It 
was an exceptional case. The exception only proves the 
general rule. The t officers of the Pay Depart- 
ment are gentlemen of high character and probity, and 
most of them have been tried Ls at least ten years’ hard 
work and very heavy responsibility, in peace and in war. 
The act of July 28, 1866, provided that the vacancies 
then created in the Regular Army should be filled by 
selection from among those who had served during the 
war as additional paymasters. What better school of 
instruction or what better probation could be devised 
than such an experience? Iam bound to add that no- 


. Where can be found a more faithful and efficient body of 


officers, and the single defection of one out of so many 
cannot impair the fair name and honorable standing, or 
destroy the signal services of the remainder. 

The total of disbursements during the war was over 
$1,100,000,000. The total of pes Revelig losses, and 
expenses of every kind fell short of $6,000,000, being less 
than three-fourths of one per cent. of the amount dis- 
bursed. This is true if the amount of the defalcation of 
Major Hodge is included, though that was not a transac- 
tion occurring during the war. The defalcations and 
losses of all kinds (including captures by the enemy) 
were estimated at half a million. But if these are con- 
sidered as one million, this is less than one-tenth of one 


per centum of the whole amount disbursed. 
But the substitute tur me existing system would lead 


to the dispersion of the public funds to many and irre- 
sponsible hands. This brings me to reply to the fifth 
inquiry propounded by the Military Committee: ‘“ What 
would be the effect of adopting a system whereby com- 
pany and detachment commanders should pay their 
commands?” TI believe that it would endanger the 
public funds and would lead to great losses to the gov- 
ernment, und would have to be abandoned in time of 
war. We do not want any system which must be sud- 
denly dropped in time of war, producing confusion and 
disorder. 

The question at once occurs, Could company officers of 
voluntecrs pay their commands, when they have enough 
to do to learn their mili duties, and on final muster 
out could not of course make final payment? Or shall 
one system prevail for the regular and another for the 
volunteer forces, which would never be a judicious 
arrangement ? 

But this proposed system has had the test of expe- 
rience. During the war of 1812 acting paymasters of all 
kinds of rank were in existence. Gen. Nathan Towson, 
then Paymaster-General, in a report of the 29th April, 
1839, to the Secre of War, stated that during the 
war of 1812—that is, from 1812 to 1816—the expenses 
and defalcations amounted to more than four per cent. 
on the total of disbursements. 

Thus these statistics show that the entire outlay of 
the Government for the machinery of paying the troops 
a the war of 1812, and for six years after, was three 
times as much as during the eighteen years of trial under 
the new organization, and siz times as much as during 
the great civil war. 

defalcations in the war of 1812 were about three 
per cent. of all of the disbursements; in the late war, 
one-tenth of one per cent., or thirty times less. 

If it cost 4.36 per cent of the amount disbursed to pay 
the Army during the war of 1812, at the same rate it 
would have cost $47,960,000 to disburse the $1,100,000,- 
000 to the Army during the late civil war. From this 
deduct $6,000,000, the amount it actually cost uncer the 
present system to disburse the above, and we have a 
saving of $41,960,000, or enough to pay the expenses of 
the Pay ent in time of peace, under the present 

over one hundred years. 

Under the head of Economy I wish to reply to the 
fourth inquiry of the committee: “ Would such a con- 
solidation reduce the number of officers engaged in those 
duties?” I think not; for the same work would have 
to be accom: whatever be the name given to those 


Bopoly woul it, The establishment of a t of 
Y Would itself require a large additional number of | Third Cavalry, 


officers and clerks. It is not seen how a scheme for the 
Quartermaster’s Department to perform the duties of the 
Pay and Commissary Departments can be carried out 
(for that is the shape Mr. Williams’s bill in the House 
puts it) without using the same personnel as now are 
employed, unless it is proposed to deteriorate the work 
oak have it done by irresponsible, unbonded clerks or 
junior officers. As we have said above, the experiment 
was tried from 1812 to 1821 with the disastrous results 
we have indicated. 

Prior to 1838, in the Adjutant-General’s Department, 
as well as in the Quartermaster’s and Commissary De- 

rtments, captains from the line of the Army were 

etailed to perform duties in those depa.tments ; but it 
was always detrimental to their companies and regi- 
ments, who lost their services permanently. The work- 
ing of that system was that the staff officer never re- 
turned to his post in the line, which was injured thereby. 
Finally legislation separated them permanently. Thus 
our staff is the growth of time and experience, and 
should not be disturbed by a fresh series of experiments. 
Instead of company officers being taken to discharge 
such duties permanently in time of war, if they can be 
spared at all it should be to command and organize vol- 
unteer troops, as was so saccessfully done in the late 
war. There is always abundant work for them in that 
way, if they could be spared from their companies. 

The experience of the war of 1812 led to the reorgan- 
ization of the staff. William H. Crawford, as Secretary 
of War in 1815, and John C. Calhoun in 1818, gave their 
views, concurring in many respects. 

It was under Calhoun’s administration of the War 
Department that General Towson caused, in 1821, the 
Pay Department to be organized with paymasters of the 
grade of major, by which means men of “mature years 
and established character were appointed, whese appre- 
ciation of the value of their commissions would be proof 
against the temptations which were so apt to seduce 
young officers of the junior grades, leading them in so 
many instances to a criminal misapplication of the funds 
intrusted to thei~ care. 








DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La.’ 

The commanding officer of the detachment of U. S. 
troops at Colfax, Louisiana, was directed April 4, to re- 
turn with his command to Baton Rouge, La. 

Saltillo, Miss—Acting Assistant Surgeon Walker 
Lynn, U.S. Army, April 3, was directed by oriers from 
Department of the Gulf from Saltillo, Mississippi, to 
Meridian, ‘Mississippi, and report to the commanding 
officer of that post for duty. Upon the arrival of Act- 
ing Assistant Surgeon Walker Lynn, the commanding 
officer at Meridian was directed to annul the contract of 
Acting Assistant Surgeon W. T. Calkins, U.S. Army, 
reporting date of annulment to department headquarters. 
Dr. Calkins, after the annulment of his contract was or- 
dered to Detroit, Michigan, the place of making the 
contract. 

Fort Morgan.—Two Rodman guns were recently land- 
ed at Mobile, to be added to the armament of Fort Mor- 
gan. They were manufactured at Watertown, Mass. 
Six guns of the same class were left by the same vessel 
at Fort Jefferson, Dry Tortugas. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 
Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan : Chicago, Ii. 


DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 

Major-General W. S. Hancock: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 

Designation of Prisons.—Major-General Hancock, com- 
manding department, in approving of the findings of a 
General Court-martial case, says: “It is generally cus- 
tomary in similar cases of other than purely military 
offences to designate a penitentiary as the place of con- 
finement, but when such is the intention of the court, 
it should be so expressly stated, for, although all peni- 
tentiaries are prisons, all prisons are not penitentiaries.” 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 


Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 

Major D. G. Swaim, judge-advocate U. 8. Army, April 
6 was ordered to St. Louis, Mo., on business connected 
with department headquarters. 

Verbal instructions from headquarters Department of 
the Missouri, of 30th ult., directed Captain J. V. De 
Hanne, assistant surgeon U. 8S. Army, to proceed to 
Aurora, Illinois, on business connected with the depart- 
ment, and on completion of same to rejoin his station. 

Sixth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to apply at headquarters Military 
Division of the Missouri for an extension of thirty days, 
was granted Second Lieutenant E. B. Atwood April 6. 

Fifteenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
to take effect when, in the opinion of his post commander, 
his services can best be spared, was granted Second 
Lieutenant S. R. Stafford April 5. 

Third Artillery.—First Lieutenant W. A. Kobbe, Jr., 
April 5 was relieved from further duty in the Depart- 
ment of the Missouri, and directed to comply with para- 
graph 1, S. OU. No. 65, War Department, Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s office, directing him to report at the Artillery 
School at Fort Monroe, Va., by May 1, 1872. 

Third Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Philip Reade, 
Third infantry, was assigned to duty as acting signal 
officer headquarters Department of the Missouri, vice 
me Lieutenant V. A. Goddard, Sixth Cavalry, re- 

ev 

St. Louis, Mo.—Captain George H. Weeks, assistant 
quartermaster U. 8. Army, by orders from Department 
of the Missouri April 10, was ordered from St. Louis to 
Kansas City, Mo., on business connected with the Quar- 
te 4 ent. Upon completion of this duty 
to return to his station. 

Third Cavalry.—Our co dent writes from 





Fort Russell, W, T., that March 21 three = 


; of the 
, commanded by Captains Guy VY. Henry, 


Frank Stanwood, and Frederick Van Vliet, started for 
Fort Laramie in obedience to telegraphic department 
order. Trouble, it seems, was apprehended with the 
Sioux Indians, who had murdered a citizen and 
threatened the Indian Agency. The march was made 
in three days, Capt. Stanwood’s in two, being pushed 
ahead by telegram received en route. Travelling in this 
country is different from Arizona: here you ride, there 
you walk: here cold, there warm; here you have your 
wagon trains carrying your tents, etc., there your pack 
mules, carrying at most your rations, and so on. The 
Fifth Cavalry certainly must have suffered much in 
this country. Arriving at Laramie, one troop was sent 
down to the agency, if necessary to protect property, 
the others went into camp on the banks of the Laramie 
river, opposite the post. The Indians seem to have 
quieted down as soon as we arrived; in fact, “ Red 
Cloud,” their chief, said if he had been aware that the 
Third Cavalry of Arizona Apeche Indian reputation 
had arrived in the territory, he would have controlled 
his young bucks, and not risked an extermination by the 
Third. Horse. The time was passed quite pleasantly at 
Laramie; mounted drill A. M., target practice P. Mm. 
Hearing the very fine band of the Fourteenth Infantry, 
and enjoying the hospitality of the garrison and smiles 
of the fair ones, tended to make camp life in the snow 
not disagreeable. Fort Laramie is a nicely-kept post; 
trees have been planted, and the parade ground levelled. 
The band plays every P. M., and in the morning a 
printed programme of the P. M. music is sent to each 
officer. Laramie river is well filled with fish, and 
gives rise to the following true story: One evening 
an officer of ours was walking toward the dam, when he 
heard the noise of fish trying to get up-stream. He ob- 
tained some men, and, as the fish were in a shallow 
place, boards were put in rear to prevent their going 
back, and with the men’s hands 182 large-sized fish were 
thrown out of the water; probably one-half escaped. 
We are glad tu get back to Russell, and find improve- 
ment in the way of trees is in rapid progress. Your 
friends need feel no apprehension of an Indian war ofa 
long if of any extent while thie Third Horse remain here. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Brigadier-General E. O. C. Ord, Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraska, 


Camp Stambaugh, Wyoming Territory.—From this post 
a@ correspondent writes, March 28, 1872: To anybody 
who is fond of a lonely life, I can recommend this post 
as a place to live in. A more lonesome one can hardly 
be found in this country. Looking at the maps one may 
think different. They see three cities—South Pass, 
Atlantic, and Hamilton (popularly known as “ Miner's 
Delight ”)—in close proximity; but all these together 
cannot boast of more than a hundred inhabitants, and 
those of the most unsocial character. Apart from the 
isolated location, we were snow-bound nearly the entire 
winter. Snow-storms raged almost continually, and 
were so violent as to make travelling impossible and to 
delay the mails for five weeks at one time. The amount 
of snow piled up inside the post exceeds anything I ever 
saw. The south side of the post, on which the adjutant’s 
oftice, guard-house, and butcher shop are located, is s0 
blockaded by snow that the houses are only accessible 
through tunnels twenty-five feet deep and six feet high, 
cut inve snow as hard as ice. In other places from eight 
to fifteen steps had to be cut into the snow to descend 
into the buildings. On the barracks the snow is piled 
up as high as the roofs, and sliding down from the roof 
of the quarters on the parade-ground is a favorite pas 
time among the boys. The worst of the weather here 
is, that these snow-storms come when least expected. 
Toward the end of January we had for several days 
such fine, bright weather, that a party of eight men 
ventured out on a hunt. The weather continued fine 
for several days, when, suddenly, a fearful storm broke 
out and the thermometer fell to thirty-five degrees below 
zero. Every man in the party was frostbitten more or 
less—five of them so badly that they had to be admitted 
to the hospital. Fortunately none of them lost any 
limbs, and under the careful and attentive treatment of 
our post surgeon, Dr. Greenwell, they all recovered from 
their injuries. 

The usual dulness of this place was for once broken 
by a ball given by Company B, Second Cavalry. The 
impetus to this affair was given by a social little party 
given by Company K, Thirteenth Infantry, on the 
eve of St. Patrick’s Day. This came off so pleasantly 
that the boys of the cavalry concluded to-give one on 4 
larger scale, and selected the 25th of this month for the 
day. The quarters of the company were decorated, in 
the style usually adopted by soldiers, with flags, cros* 
sabres, and similar trappings, and looked very handsome. 
The only drawback was the scarcity of ladies; but this 
difficulty was in some measure overcome Ly the easy 
way in which some of the boys managed to take the 
part of the fair sex in the dance. An excellent supper 
was one of the features of the party. Our commanding 
officer, General Brisbin, with his family, and the other 
officers, were present during a part of the evening, and 
expressed their satisfaction with all the arrangements, 
the whole credit for which is due to Messrs. Barry, 
Cahill, Dunham, Smith, and Walker, who constituted 
the committee. This ball over, the place is as dull again | 


hopiug to be transferred to a little livelier place. That § 
we may not be disappointed in this respect is the wish 
of your CORRESPONDENT. 
Fourteenth Infantry.—The Boston Transcript says: 
“ First Lieutenant Andrew Mahoney of the Fourteenth 
U. 8. Infantry came to Boston on Thursday (April 11) 
from the West, to be treated for the asthma, from which 
he was suffering severely. He put up at the American 
House, and was about during the day yesterday, feeling 
ill, but exciting no apprehensions as to his condition. 
He went out on the evening of April 12, and shortly af 
ter nine o’clock was brought to the hotel in a carriage by 
some army friends, He wasable, with the help of the 
porter, to gain his room, where, upon arriving, he re 
quested that a physician be called. Dr. Hall was sent 





sr, but before he came Lieutenant Mahoney died, Cor 















as ever, and we are all anxiously waiting for spring, | 
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oner Jones took charge of the body, which will probably 
be sent for by his kindred. Upon his person was a let- 
ter from his wife, dated at Fort Fetterman. He was 
apparently about forty years old. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C, C. Augur : Headquarters San Antonio, Texas, 

Fort Brown, Texas —*“ The garrison of Fort Brown, 
Texas,” writes a correspondent, “situated about thirty 
miles from the mouth of the Rio Grande river, and named 
after the old fort once occupied by General Taylor's 
troops during the Mexican war, is now, I suppose, one of 
the finest in the United States. The military reserva- 
tion at this post contains upwards of 600 acres of low, 
level, uninteresting country, bearing only the prickly 
pear, cactus, date palm, mesquite, and suchlike semi- 
tropical vegetation. When 1 first saw Fort Brown in 
January, 1868, it was a low, muddy, swampy place, and 
struck me as being a most unpromising looking situation 
for a garrison. The new infantry quarters were com- 
menced and one of the men’s barracks nearly com- 
pleted. 

“ The spring of 1868 opened with a smiling countenance 
upon Fort Brown. General A. McD. McCook, who at this 
time commanded the post and sub-division of the Rio 
Grande, applied himself to the task with an almost Her- 
culanean will and untiring zeal and energy, of changing 
the whole aspect of the place; every available man not 
on duty was made to help in bringing order out of chaos. 
The new buildings progressed rapidly toward comple- 
tion, one set of officers’ quarters were already occupied ; 
the low swampy ground was filled up and made dry; 
ditches were dug to drain the moisture from the land; 
sod of Bermuda grass was laid down everywhere, took 
root and grew luxuriantly; walkg in all directions were 
made, gravelled and rolled, those i the parade converg- 
ing to the flagstaff in the centre, which was at that time 
erected, amd enclosed with a simple chain fence. Trees 
were transplanted on each side of these walks, most of 
which did finely ; some few refused to be taken from 
their parent carth, and accordingly drooped and died, 
but the greater number of them are now living witnesses 
of the thoughtfulness and taste of the one having them 
transplanted, as trees in that climate are most welcome 
to both man and beast. One who had seen the garrison 
of Fort Brown before the change, and looking at it as it 
now stands, would scarcely realize it to be the same 
place. Four large and commodious infantry quarters 
for the men, and six neat, pretty double cottages fur the 
officers—porticos in front with trailing vines shading the 
front windows from the rays of an almost tropical sun. 
The commanding officer’s quarters of course is a larger 
building, but precisely like the others, with ‘ grass-plat 
green before the door,’ and nice clean brick walks in front 
and around them. Behind these quarters, within a stone’s 
throw,is a lagoon or miniature lake, in the centre of which 
is a small island, where sleep the dead-for it is the Nation- 
al Cemetery. All are interred here, and a superintendent 
lives upon it to take care of and beautify the last resting 
place of the soldier. Many heroes of the Mexican war 
are buried on this island; at least they were exhumed 
and re-interred here in the spring of 1868. 

“ The headquarters is a large square brick building, in 
which are the different offices connected with the post— 
adjutant’s, quartermaster’s, etc.—also a post library which 
contains an excellent selection of books, and a billiard 
room with card tables for those officers who indulge in 
such recreations, and what officerdoes not? Here the 
ladies of the garrison have a carte blanche to enter at 
any time ; not for the purpose of playing, but hunting 
up truant husbands who have overstepped the limits of 
the time-table. 

“Of course there are the usual quartermaster’s build- 
ings, wagon, paint, and blacksmith shops, bake-house, 
ete., commissary building, where all that an officer’s 
family requires for consumption is stored and can be 
bought. Then there’s the condensing apparatus, for all 
the water that is drank is drawn from the Rio Grande 
and condensed. There is one great defect in the garri- 
son which is sorely felt, and that is the total absence of 
cisterns for rain water. Not adrop is caught except in 
a chance bair:l or s0, which an officer may have fore- 
thought enough to have placed under some of the nu- 
merous spouts on his quarters when he may see a storm 
approaching; all the water running to waste in the 
rainy season is a sorry sight to any one accustomed to 
the use of itat home. It was a terrible oversight not 
to have had cisterns built, as in the dry season the river 
water is scarce fit to use for any purpose and the color 
of the clothes washed in it can be better imagined than 
described. Ihave only spoken as yet of the infantry 
portion of the garrison occupied by four companies of the 
Tenth U.S. Infantry. Next comes the large and hand- 
some new brick hospital building, surrounded on all 
sides by a deep portico which excludes or shades the sun 
from the interior, making it comparatively cool for the 
poor fever-stricken patients who are unfortunate enough 
to find themselves compulsory inmates of the building. 
Two surgeons are connected with the post. 

‘“‘ Next above the hospital are the numerous laundresses’ 
quarters, or Sudsville as itis vulgarly but appropriately 
termed. Above these a short distance are the cavalry 
quarters, officers’ and men’s, built of brick similar to the 
infantry (only the latter unfortunately are frame, being 
warmor in summer and cooler in winter). These are un- 
occupied by cavalry as this branch of the service now are 
all sent to the Western frontier posts. One company of 
the Fourth Cavalry was stationed here. Still further 
east of these a few rods, are brick quarters built for the 
artillery officers and men, which were stationed here but 
have been unoccupied by such for nearly three years, 
they having all been ordered North in the spring of 
1869. These beautiful quarters are now occupied by 
the regimental band and their respective families. This 
band is an exceedingly fine one and discourses sweet 
music every evening at guard mounting and twice a 
week plays in the band stand until eight o’clock. On 

Sunday evenings crowds of visitors, principally Mexicans, 
resort thither to walk and listen to the sweet strains of 
the band, which is permitted cnly to play sacred airs on 


Brown, but I imagine what I have written will suit it 
now as well as then. VIRGILIA.” 
Fort McIntosh.—A despatch from Matamoros, Mexico, 
April 15, via Brownsville, Texas, April 15, 1872, reports 
that Valdez, a rebber chief, who crossed into Texas at 
Piedras Negras with arms and artillery, arrived at La- 
redo via San Antonio, April 1, with forty men. Having 
applied to General Augur for restoration of the arms 
which had been taken from them by the United States 
authorities on entering Texas, he received permission to 
reside at Laredo until General Augur had communicated 
with and received an answer from the Government in 
Washington. Valdez thereupon established his camp 
twelve miles above Laredo, and commenved enlisting 
men, as he pretended, for the service of the Juarez gov- 
ernment. He gave out that he had General Augur’s 
authority for so doing, and had already raised 160 men, 
When Captain Meyers, commanding the United States fort 
(McIntush), sent a force agains; him and captured forty 
men and some arms. Valdez himself escaped. General 
Sheridan telegraphed to the Secretary of War, April 16, 
that thirty-five privates and seven officers of the Juarez 
party had crossed the river. They were arrested and 
taken to San Antenio, where the privates were released on 
parole, though the officers are still nnder arrest. Gen- 
eral Sheridan asks what disposition is to be made of 
them? The subject was referred at Cabinet meeting to 
the Attorney-General, who will correspond with reference 
thereto with the local State authorities at San An- 
tonio. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General Geo. G@. Meade: Hdqrtrs, Philadelphia. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

Brigadier-Gen. Irvin McDowell: Cor. Greene and Houston Sts, N.Y. 
The following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the week ending April 17, 
1872: Lieutenant-Colonel D. W. Wallace, U. 8. Army; 
Second Lieutenant J. D. C. Haskins, Third Artillery ; 
Assistant Surgeon Morris J. Asch, U. 8. Army ; Second 
Lieutenant James F. Simpson, Third Cavalry; First 
Lieutenant E. M. Hayes, Fifth Cavalry. 

Highth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant J. W. Summer- 
hayes, April 3, was relieved from duty as a member of 
the General Court-martial convened at David’s Island, 
N. XY. Bt. 

Second Lieutenant John O'Connell, April 8, was re- 
lieved from duty as a member of the General Court- 
martial convened at Fort Columbus, N. Y. H. 


First Artillery.—The leave of absence for ten days 
granted Second Lieutenant R. H. Patterson, in 8. O. No. 
63, ¢.s., from department headquarters, April 13, was 
extended four days. Second Lieutenant D. M. Taylor, 
April 8, was detailed a member of the General Court- 
martial convened at Fort Columbus, N. Y. H. 
Fifth Artillery.—The leave of absence for seven days 
taken by Captain J. B. Rawles, commanding Fort War- 
ren, Mass.. under the provisions of paragraph 180, Re- 
vised U. S. Army Regulations, was extended ten days 
April 10. 
Fort Washington, Md.—The commanding officer Fort 
Washington, Md., April 9, was directed to detail an 
officer of his command to Fort Foote, Md., with orders 
to report to the commanding officer of that post for tem- 
porary court-martial duty, and to remain there until the 
court-martial is dissolved by the commanding officer 
Fort Foote, when he will rejoin his proper station. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P. St. G. Cooke: Headquarters, Detroit, Mich. 
First Artillery.—Leave of absence for thirty days has 
been granted First Lieutenant E. Van A. Andruss, to 
take effect when, in the judgment. of the post cam. 
mander, his services can be spared. 














MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 


Maj.-Gen. J. M. Schofield: Hdqrt'rs, San Francisco, Cat. 
Tue following officers are registered at headquarters 
Military Division of the Pacific during the week ending 
April 3: Colonel A. C. Gillen, First Cavalry ; Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel A. D. Nelson, Twelfth Infantry ; First Lieu- 
tenant G. F. Price, Fifth Cavalry. 

The following-named officers reported at the head- 
quarters Military Division of the Pacific, during the 
week ending April 9: Major E. C. Mason, Twenty-first 
Infantry; First Lieutenant V. M. C. Silva, Tweuty-first 
Infantry ; Second Lieutenant R. H. Poillon, Twenty- 
third Infantry; Acting Assistant Surgeon W. W. 
Bidlack, U.S. A. 

First Cavalry.—The Senate, April 8, passed a bill au- 
thorizing James A. Waymire, late second lieutenant of 
the First Cavalry, United States Army, to receive the 
pay and emoluments of a second lieutenant of cavalry, 
from February 27, 1867, the date of his assignment to 
active duty, to April 3, 1867, the date of his commis- 
sion. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Second Artillery.—Captain W. McKee Dunn, Jr., aide- 
de-camp, on April 11th, was ordered to Saint Louis, Mo., 
on business conuected with department headquarters. 
On completion of this duty to rejoin his station. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 
Lieutenant-Colonel George Crook, Headquarters, Prescott, A. T. 


by these niountains would be the homes of many wild animals, 
were it not for the indiscriminate killing of the young as well as the 
full grown by the Apache hunters. 

At isolated frontier posts a hunting trip is very properly recog- 

nized as the perquisite of any officer desirous of exposing himself 
to fatigue or Indian risks. From the writer’s post as a centre, a 
circle of two hundred miles diameter would not include a single 
white man outside the camp. Wearied by the monotony of garrison 
life, an arrangement was effected to make a seven days’ hunt in the 
mountains. With six enlisted men and two friendly Apaches, it 
was still regarded as some risk, as we should pass through the 
hunting grounds of hostile Indians, and might be “ jumped” by a 
straggling party of Apaches. 

Five pack mules, more sure footed and better suited to mountain 


travelling than horses, completed the outfit. If any of the party 
indulged in any feeling of my med against these abused animals, 
it was changed to admiration before his return. 

_The White Mountains rise to eight,or nine thousand feet above 
tide-water, and take their name from occasional peaks that exceed 
this elevation, and are whitened by snow for a good of the 
year. The course of the is nearly northeast 
with the Mogollon hills to the westward. A 
mountains are — mé-sa or table lands, well tim 
cult of access, and cut up by ravines and chasms, with almost per- 
pendicular sides. Canons, impassable except at a few rege | with 
precipices of basalt and volcanic rock, rendered it a matter of some 
study to cross these , for, while ing over a smooth well 
timbered mé-sa, it would be sudden! on three sides by 
a precipice of some hundreds of feet high. In places these ravines 
cut through a formation of yellow and red sandstone rock, a pleas- 
ant contrast to the black lava that lined most of the ravines. Un- 
der the sandrock occasionally beds of slate and coal would be scen 
on the hill-sides. The high mé-sa furnish a very fair soil from de- 
composed rock, with a gore of pine and oaks. Small streams are 
numerous among the hills, fi strips of bottom land, with a 
growth of cottonwood, good grass. These bottoms, known as 
ci-en-i-ga or sa-kis, abound with wild turkeys, as well as the mé-sas. 
i i ~— even among the rocks, afford good grazing on the 
** bunch grass.’ 

Accompanying the two Apache hunters,’curiosity led to a critical 
observation of their ways. Soon after oe Indian 
cut him a stick of a kind of reed, hollow and t, but nearly an 
inch through, and of a convenient length to useasa cane. Its 
other use use was afterwards shown whenever the Apache fired his 
rifle, holding the end in the ground as a rest for his left hand while 
aiming. In no instance did either fire holding the gun at arms- 
length like the white men, but invariably by steadying the left 
hand with a stick, or lying down behind a rock. T' 
derfully observing ; the faintest impression on the soil, or a broken 
blade of grass never ped their notice. Our best hunter had, 
from Mexican associations claimed as his the name of Juan de 
Dios; his father was a Mexican capture, carried off by the Apaches 
when a boy, and raised by them; whatever was due to his name, 
he was at all events a first class hunter. Our communication with 
each other was in Mexican, Juan kno as little of English as we 
did of Apache; his associate was a full-blooded LS pany! buck, at- 
tracted by the promise of a blanket and all he could eat if he went 
as guide. Both proved very good perhaps owing to our 
success in killing ame. = 

It will be enough to give a few incidents of the trip, illustrating 
a little of the Apache character. One of them had once visited the 
settlements, and in reply to how he was treated, he said, ** Injin 
sonny bitch, calaboosa.” Two days after starting, a rain storm in 
the low lands resulted in a fall of snowin the mouutains. Camped 
in a sheltered ravine, among the pines and with wy A of fires, the 
Apaches thought our fires unreasonably large. e Apaches, they 
said, build small fires, and keep close to them; the Americans they 
thought very foolish in making big fires, and then have to stand 
away off fromthem. Indeed, the day before, Juan called attention 
to a few charred sticks with a semi-circle of dryigrees and boughs 
around them, saying, ‘‘ A-paw-che ” (Apache), as the place an Indian 
had slept a few nights previous. . 
Just before night one of the guides left camp with his rifle, as he 
said, “Tus (A for snow) Muncho, Tenado, Muncho.” Ia less 
than an hour he returned with news that he had killed a buck, and 
wanted a “ Jon-dai-sy” (i. e. mule) to fetch himin. Giving him a 

that he had skinned 


mule, ne pachen into camp a fine buck and 
quarte: and hung up on a tree before he t the news to 
camp. The Indians wanted their choice cuts, which proved to be 
the paunch and intestines, the head and liver. cookery was 
simple. Three strands of the entrails were braided in 5 


relish. The ae was boiled, and with the marrow 

the head, packed along to carry home. A few of the ribs were cut 
out by them, to be used, as they showed us, in a —— sene> 
ment of the Apaches—three rib bones, being each nily 
marked on the sides, and thrown oe © dice. While we en- 
joyed the venison steaks and hot coffee, t 

the evening by alternating with Indian songs and lunches of 
entrails; cseming it an ad » —_ > oe the officer of 
the party, they were apparently happy con’ ' 

The next morning was clear and old. _The air of an oe 
maerains not Caen culeely sMeoktd a the night. After 
sunrise the guide a hunt that day, getting a good 
belly-full as a preliminary. 

A few miles from camp, Juan came to the”crest of a ridge. He 
crept carefully along, and holding up his motioned to come to 
him. A ravine lay four or five hundred feet below us, aud among 
the scattered trees were six or seven bucks and deer. ‘‘Tenado 
Muncho,” says Juan. The Indian commeneed crawling down th 
hill, keeping every tree, stump, or rock he could 
line between himself and the e. Although 
rifle, he would not fire when wi a hundred 
taculty of creeping up to their game that they owe their reputation 
as hunters. 

The Indians are inferior marksmen to the whites, but are more 
certain shots, since they will not fire until almost upon the object. 
We all crawled down the = and each one picking out his game, 
were to fire when Juan did. A flock of turkeys were 
themselves on the hiliside, and started up on the fallen trees in 
front of us. A fat rw ~ was too great a temptation. Bang 
went some one’s rifle. Juan fired at the same moment, and a 
cracking fire of breech-loading rifles commenced all round. The 
frightened deer ran in all directions, at times and looking 
about with amazement. The balls wh 
but the game finally disappeared ; a wild turk: 
stretched out on the ground, and Juan poin 
and scattered crimson spots, showing direction the 
buck had taken. i 

After skinning aad securing the deer, we pushed on four or five 
miles over an intervening to the next ravine. Here was a 
large Ci-en-i-ga, in place of open bottom land. 
The Indians separated, carefully craw 
looking into the cafion and ravine. D: iy came run: 
back, their eyes sparkling with excitement. ‘* Horso oy 
one. Sure enough, looking on the crest, we saw on the further 
side, about four hundred yards off, a big black fellow digging roots 
on the hillside. A council of war was held, and the of a 
volley from all was debated. The Apaches as usual wanted to 
crawl up closer, and, according to their wishes, the writer with the 
two Tadiens crept carefully up; but before ponening as near as the 
Apaches considered necessary for them to hit him, in raised his 
head and ran up the mountain at a rate that defied all pursuit on 
foot. The two guides raised their heads and snuffed, pointing to 
windward, indicating that the bear had 


them, which was 
not improbable, since bathing is not much attended to by the 
Inthe result of the day's shoots 
The result 0} e day's 
irrels enough to satisfy the whole party. The Apaches 
ome much for the wid turkeys, only them to bring in to the 


oThe Indians disliking snow, we moved’ down the ravines to a 
lower cee, where, as the A 
rever the streams 
bet om of meadow land, there would be seen the ruins of stone 
buildings, and frequently of pottery, marked with figures of animals 
and rough drawiogs. At —— on the river, for some hundred 
yards, the water washed out such fragments 
stones from under a bed of lava a hundred feet deep. 
this case some catastrophe had b the ruins in volcanic rock. 
Evidently this country was once occupied by a su. 


A telegram was received April 13 at the Interior De- 
partment from General O. O. Howard. It was dated at 
Arizona City. General Howard reports that he has had 
friendly negotiations with the Yumas and neighboring 
tribes, and that there are good prospects of results of 
peace. Nothing has of course been as yet accomplished 


was three deer, with pe hed 


save prelimin-ry conversation looking toward friendly 
agreement. 
Hunting with Apaches—A correspondent of the AR- 
MY AND NAVY JOURNAL writes as follows: 
A comparative abundance of water makes the Mogollon (Mo-goy- 
own) and White Mouatain ranges of Arizona a favorite resort for 





this day. It is now many months since I visited Fort 





game, The extensive forests, ravines, and places of retreat offered 


perior in numbers an bE yt hE A F. 
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THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this departmezt of the Journat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
ef officers or vessels. 





VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


Tu: U. S. steamer Jroqguois arrived at Gibraltar 
April 10. 

REAR-ADMIRAL Robert Coote has been commissioned 
to succeed Rear-Admiral Arthur Farquhar in the com- 
mand of the British fleet in the Pacific. 

Tur Chattanooga, which sunk at e Island *last 
fall, and which was purchased from the Government 
last January, has been raised and will be reconstructed. 


Ensians W. H. Driggs and J. H. Moore have been 
transferred, to the. United States storeship Supply, 


from the Portsmouth. They are now under examination | 7, 


for promotion to masters. 

From Toulon, April 2, 1872, a correspondent writes 
as follows: “ The Sangean fleet is here waiting for 
something to turn up, whether for a war with Spain, 
England, or anew admiral. The Congress has arrived at 
Gibraltar; the Juniata is at Genoa, and will soon retura 
home. No news stirring in the fleet. All well.” 


Tue U. S. steamer Kansas, third-rate (3), Commander 
A. F. Crossman, six days from Key West, put into 
Kingston, Jamaica, on the 29th of March, short of coal. 
Sho is on the surveying expedition in furtherance of the 
enterprise of an isthmus canal. Having received the 
necessary supplies she left Kingston on the 30th. 


THE United States ship Portsmouth left the Brooklyn 
Navy-yard April 18, and proceeded to Ellis Island to 
take in powder; she will remain in thé harbor a few 
days to prepare and drill her crew for sea service. Her 
clearance from the yard gives general satisfaction to her 
officers, as it rids them of all Navy-yard workmen, and 
enables them to work the ship to advantage, 


GENERAL Orders No. 171, Navy Department, Wash- 
——- March 80, 1872, calls the attention of disbursing 

cers of the Navy to the act of Congress to authorize the 
payment of duplicate checks of disbursing officers, ap- 
—_ Feb. 2, and Circular No. 15 from the Treasury 

partment, giving instructions concerning duplicate 
checks. Bonds can be obtained on application to the 
Paymaster-General of the Navy. 


THe United States steamer Canandaigua, Captain 
Egbert Thompson commanding, which left New York 
March 30, reached Key West on the morning of April 
7. The United States steamer Worcester, flagship of the 
North Atlantic fleet, and the United States steamer 
Nipsic are daily expected from Havana. The United 
States steamer Powhatan and monitor Canonicus were 
also expected from Norfolk. 


Tus Senate, in executive session, confirmed the fol- 
lowing nominations on Friday, April 12: Commodore 
Joseph F. Green, to be rear-admiral ; Captain John C. 
Howell, to be commodore; First Lieutenant Norval L. 
Nokes, to be —_— in the Marine Corps; Second Lieu- 
texant J. H. Sherburne, to be first lieutenant in the 
Marine Corps; Thomas Hale Streets, to be assistant sur- 
geon in the Navy. 


SENATOR CRAGIN, from the Senate Naval Committee, 
reported back the House bill, No. 2,053, which was passed 
in the House last month, with an amendment. As 
amended it authorizes the President to appoint upon the 
retired list of the Navy, with the rank of master, “ John 
Swansvx, « mate, who has been in the naval service for 
nearly twenty years, and wiv was aisadiea in the line 


of his duty ; and Louis R. Chester, who was disabled in 
the attack upon Fort Fisher, while an acting ensign in 
the Navy.” 

THE excitement on the Isthmus occasioned by the 
menacing attitude assumed by the Spanish war steamer 
Pizarro against the American steamer Virginius, in the 
bay of Aspinwall, on the 18th of March, has much sub- 
sided. The latest advices report at first the authorities 
took no notice whatever of the fact that the Pizarro had 
run out her guns and prepared for action in the harbor, 
but finally President Carrerson, the agent of the na- 
tional government on the Isthmus, addressed a protest 
to the commander of the Pizarro, 


THe Rev. James J. Kane, chaplain United States 
Navy, met with a serious accident Monday, April 8. 
While engaged in his study, in Joralemon street, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., in an accustomed gymnastic exercise, he rup- 
tureda blood vessel, and before medical aid could be 
summoned, bled so freely that life was despaired of and 
his family was called from Hartford. He is now past 
the critical point, however, and will recover, but not in 
time to comply with orders to proceed to the California 
Navy-yard. 

WORKMEN at the Portsmouth WNavy-yard find 
that the Massachusetts and the Minois. ae thor- 
oughly rotten, but very little of the wood being fit 
for use in other vessels. Work is being rapidly pushed 
on the M and Tuscarora, the latter being in 
such a state of forwardness that she could be got ready 
for seain three weeks of good weather. The guns and 
general equipments of the Vandalia were taken out pre- 
paratory to going to the Charlestown Navy-yard, where 
she is to be broken up and a new vessel built bearing her 
name. 


CoMMANDER J. H. Gillis, of the Suppl , intend 
drop down the harbor with the Portemouth, April ‘3, it 
possible, but it was doubted whether he could get his 
vessel ready at that time. The following are the officers 
of the Supply : Commander J. H. Gillis, commanding ; 
Lieutenant-Commander C. O'Neil, executive officer ° 
Lieutenant E. S. Houston, navigator ; Lieutenants J. A. 
Chesley, W. T. Swinburne, L. V. Housel, E. H. Gheen; 
Masters W. H. Driggs, J. H. Moore; Assistant Surgeon 





P. P. Bielby, Past Assistant Paymaster H. T. Harris ; 
Messrs. Parsons and Goff, captain’s and paymaster’s 
clerks. 

Ir is announced that a meteorological bureau will be 
immediately organized in Barbadoes and the Windward 
West Indies, under the supervision of the Governor, 
Rawson W. Rawson. This will give the United States 
a great advantage in perfecting its weather and storm 

labors. Bsrbadves is geographically the advance 
outpost from which the furious hurricanes which are 
there generated and move thence upon our Southern and 
Gulf coasts can be observed and announced. The West 
Indian cables, soon to connect with our shores, will 
consummate this enterprise. 

From Norfolk, Va., we learn that the close proximity 
of the Navy-yard has a beneficial influence upon the 
trade of that city. About eight hundred men are nqw 
there employed, and naval officers are mederately active. 
The monitor Canonicus is ready for sea, with her com- 
plement of officers and men on board. The monitor 
is undergoing repairs, the wood-work of the 
interior having been recently burned out. The sloop-of- 
war Yantic is being thoroughly rebuilt. The Powhatan 
es is at anchor off the city awaiting orders. 
The New Hampshire (three-decker) is the ‘receiving-ship, 
and machinery for the construction of iron-clads is now 
erected, and will be most complete in every detail. 


THE Secretary of the Navy sent to the House, April 
10, a communication in answer to Mr. Beck’s resolution, 
offered some days ago, in relation to property of the 
United States sold by officers of that department since 
June 30,1865. The Secretary transmits a statement, 
with bureau reports in detail, summing up as follows: 
The balance to the credit of the department on July 1, 
1865, was $22,408,909.55, to which sum was added the 
erp iation for the fiscal years 1865-66, which was 
$119,882,928.78. Total available for the year, $142,291,- 
919.40. But of this sum only $43,°324,526.42 was ex- 
pended, and out of the balance remaining and the sub- 
sequent balances $74,627,765.45 has been covered intc 
the Treasury. The sales of property amounted to $12,- 
923,416, out of which sum $1,923,222 was used for re- 
pairs, etc. So that it appears that out of the ~ oe 
ations over $74,000,000, has been refunded; and out of 
the p of sales of arms a sum of over $11,000,000 
has been refunded. The communication vas referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Marcu 20, the Nantasket, third rate (7), left Port-au- 
Prince for Santiago de Cuba. When off the Ackerdines, 
two small islands about eighteen miles from ‘ere, she 
sighted a small boat with a United States’ _ at half- 
mast, and signalling for help. The Nant ... bore down 
upon her, and it proved to be the United Staies Consul, 
who had left St. Marc the night before. The consul and 
boatmen were taken on board, and instead of proceeding 
to Santiago the captain took him to Port-au-Prince. It 
appears that one General Batellia being charged with 
conspiracy against President Saget was being taken to 

rison past the United States Consulate in Port-au- 

rince, when he made a sudden dart from the guard, 
and running to the American Consul claimed the pro- 
tection of the United States flag. Tbe guard pursued 
him, but the consul refused to allow Batellia to be re- 
taken. A fight then ‘ensued and several of the guard 
were roughly treated. The soldiers then arrested the 
consul himself, returned afterwards and arrested Batal- 
lia. Subsequently the consul was released, when he 
hauled down his flag and left the city for the purpose of 
laying his case before the proper authorities. His only 
means of escape was by a small boat. The Hon. E. D. 
Bassett, United States Minister, left, March 22, to in- 
quire into the difficulty, 

THE New York Tribuno cays the existence in the Navy 
Department of an important document bearing on the 
last payment made by Secretary Robeson to the Secors 
has ag been made public. It is a letter, dated at New 
Yor: , Jan. 5, 1871, addressed to Secretary Robeson, and 
signed by twenty-eight of the leading bankers and busi- 
ness men of that city, asking him to settle, as soon as 
possible, the claim of the Secors, and urging it on the 
— that it was by the extraordinary exertion of the 

rs that some of these vessels were got ready for use 
in time for them to be of great service to the Govern- 
ment, one of them having captured the rebel ram Adlania. 
An examination of the record of the debate in the Sen- 
ate at the time the law of 1868 was passed, authorizing 
the payment to the Secors of $115,000 sustains the inter- 
pretation of the law given to it by the Secretary. Howe, 
at the time, moved an amendment making this sum a 
payment in full for all claims on acconnt of those ves- 
sels, but it was opposed on the ground that it would not 
be right, as this bill was only for a single class of claims, 
and the amendment was voted down. 


THE Iron Age says that the danger of allowing copper 
or mercury in any form to come near the bottoms of iron 
ships has been shown very clearly by the results of re- 
cent investigations into the causes of some of our most 
serious maritime disasters. For example the Peruvian 
steamer Calderon sprang a leak and foundered in the 
Bay of Biscay, a short time ago, without any apparent 
cause. An inquiry was immediately instituted, and the 
conclusion reached is, that the leak resulted from a 
powerful local corrosion caused by the spilling of mer- 
cury from the gauge-cocks into the bilge, where, b 
lodging under the boilers and becoming oxydized wit 
strong hot brine from the boiler leaks and sulphurated 
bilge water, it was converted into oxychloride of mer- 
eury. The subtle agent would quickly eat a hole 
through any portion of an iron plate from which the 
cement or paint had been accidentally scraped or worn 
away; and it is generally believed that, in the case of 
the Calderon, the leak resulted from this cause. It has 
also been demonstrated by experiments which any one 
who chooses may try for himself with but little trouble, 
that, under the circumstances above described, a copper 
bolt would be nearly as bad. In the recent investigation 
into the circumstances connected with the loss of the 





British iron-clad Megera, it was shown in evidence that 


the washing about of a copper nail in the bilge of the 
iron steamer Grappler destroyed one of her plates, and 
nearly caused her to founder, These facts are of the 
greatest importance, as showing the danger of allowing 
copper or mercury, in any form, to come near the bot- 
toms of iron ships and boilers, since, when exposed to the 
action of salt water, these metals become oxychlorides, 
and quickly destroy everything in the way of iron with 
which they come in contact. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 





REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


Arnit 10.—Lieutenant Thomas G. Grove, to the “Naval Station, 
Mound City, Ill. 

Aprit 11.—Captain Paul Shirley, to command the Lackawanna, 

Second Assistant Engineer John L. Hannum, to the Tallapoosa, 

DETACHED. 

Aprit 10.—Lieutenant George C. Reiter, from the Plymouth, 
and placed on waiting orders. 

Master Walton Goodwin, from the Terror, and placed on waiting 
orders. 

Aprit 11.—Chaplain John K. Lewis, from the Naval Asylum, 
Philadelphia, and to hold himself in readiness fur sea service. 

Apri 15.—Ensign Kossuth Niles, from the Terror, and ordered 
home. 

Second Assistant Engineer A.!H. Price, from the Terror, and 
placed on sick leave. 


LIST OF DEATHS 
In the-Navy of the United States which have been reported te the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending April 13, 1872: 


Thomas Edwards, seaman (extra), April 1, Naval Hospital, New 
ork. 





—-—— 


CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, viz. : 

Second Lieutenant Edward McCauley, on 6th inst. granted leave 
of absence for fourteen days from 16th inst. A 

First Lieutenant Louis E. Fagen, on 6th inst. granted leave of 
absence for twenty days from 1th inst. 

First Lieutenant George C. Reid, H. D. C., on 8th inst. the leave 
nted 25th ult. extended to April 18. 

Second Lieutenant Woodhull 8. Schenck, on 15th inst. detached 
from Brooklyn, N. Y., Barracks, to proceed by Pacific Railroad to 
Mare Island, Cal., aud report for duty at that post. 











Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Wasaineron, April 11, 1872. } 
Circular. 

Tue vessels of the Navy have been grouped imto classes 
in addition to rates, for the assignment of allowances of dif- 
ferent kinds. 

Marine officers will not be assigned to steam vessels of the 
third rate unless specially directed by the department, and 
marine guards will be detailed in accordance with the allow- 
ance for the rate and class as herein grouped : 


Colorado, and class........ ecceees aggregate Guard...... ececcccee 50 
a and classes.....++ 2 cocceccee lO cocces cocce cocccescessces 45 
’ 

aoe fend C1ASKOB ....000 seorceee vo AO cooeee o06 ecsccees eccceces 36 
’ 

Powhatan, and class........ oreccescecoees GO. cee. cocscocsccces coccee SO 

Saranac, 

Alaska, and Classes.........00+: GO. seccsccceccsede Seccccece 25 

Lackawanna, 

Juniata, and Class .....000+ sereeeee © -20eees GO. coccccee @ cvececes © vovves 24 

Dakota, and Class. ccccccccesreccccce consecAO. coccscecs covcccccscssces 22 

Ashuelot, 

Michigan, BD ClaSSeS.....0000 eeveceeee GO. ..ccee reece coveee seeese 18 

Nantasket, and class.........00+csceseees do anneal 16 

Kansas, a0d Class. ....s000esesecseee veeeeesAOes seen @ secasoecenens « 13 


When the vessel is detailed as a flag-ship the aggregate 
number of marines will be increased by five. 

The number of non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates to form each guard will be determined by the com- 
mandant of the corps. 

Sailing vessels now in commission will retain marine 
guards as now detailed, and in case of others being put in 
commission will be given a guard of the same number as 
when last in commission. 

GrEoRGE M. Roseson, Seoretary of the Navy. 








VOLUNTEER NAVAL OFFICERS TRANSFERRED. 


THE officers of the Navy who were transferred from 
the volunteer naval service by authority of the act of 
July 25, 1866, have published a statement in which they 
respectively submit, that they are unjustly and illegally 
deprived of their rightful position on the active list of 
the Navy. They quote from the first, second, and third 
sections of the act of Congress, approved July 25, 1866, 
entitled, “‘ An act to define the number and regulate the 
appointment of officers in the Navy, and for other pur- 
poses,” and argue that: 


It is plain that, by the terms of the law, no distinction is made 
between those already in the regular service and those to be trans- 
ferred from the volunteer service, other than that of prescribing 
the manner of their selection, yiz., by a board appointed by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy; norcan it be doubtei that these selections, 
when made were entitled to the same consideration, and that the 
commissions issued therefor should bear the same date as those is- 
sued for the selections made by the Secretary, in accordance with 
the provisions of the first section, from the “grade next below.” 
This appears, at least, the only just and legal inference. It is like- 
wise plain that Congress did not contemplate the long delay which 
was actually experienced in making these selections trom the vol- 
unteers, inasmuch as it is provided, in the last clause of the third 
section, thxt “officers serving on foreign staticns might be ap- 
pointed in the regular rere subject to the provisions of that sec- 
tion, after their return to the United States.” The Department, 
however, decided to have all candidates examined by the same 
board, and it was on account of the difficulty experienced by the 
Department in supplying the places of those officers that so long & 
delay was obtained. 

It is evident that had the selections authorized to be made from 
the volunteer service been made at once, or within the time occu- 
pied in ope bearny in conformity with the provisions of the first 
section, no authority could have been found in the law for any dis- 
tinction in the date of the commissions issued in pursuance thereof. 
The whole tenor and spirit of the law is plainly opposed to such 
distinction ; nor can any authority be found in any other law to 
— this right of equal condideration, because of the necessary 

lelay in making these selections, particularly where such delay waa 
caused by the exigencies of the public service, and through no fault, 
of the candidates. On the contrary, all legislation bearing upon, 
cases involving a similar principle is conclusively iu fayor of thig 
right. By the act of March 3, 1835, assi t surgeons, absent on 





duty when entitled to examination, shall, if not rejected at a sub< 
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t examination, rank with those of their date; and by the 
cotef March 3, 1851, assistant engineers are pl in the same 
category. By the sixteenth section of an act approved July 16, 
1862, itis enacted, ‘‘ That whenever any officer of the Navy, of a 
class subject by law or regulation to examination before promotion, 
shall have been absent on duty at the time when he should have 
been examined, and shall have been found qualified at a subse- 
quent examination, the increased rate of pay to which he may be 
entitled shall be allowed to him from the date when he would have 
received it, had he been found qualified at the time when his ex- 
amination should have taken place.” The undisputed interpreta- 
tion of which law has been, that the “ examination should have tak- 
en place” upon the creation of the vacancy. In accordance with 
which interpretation all the commissions issued to fill the vacancies 
created by the act of July 25, 1866, took rank from that date, except 
those issued to the selections made from the volunteer Navy. 
We were not entitled to the benefit of these different enactments, 
which so clearly express the intention of Congress? ‘We hold it to 
be a legal inference, that the act authorizing our admission into 
the regular Navy conferred upon us those benefits prospectively, in 
the event of our passing a successful examination. But Congress 
has not left this point afloat at the mercy of opinion; for in the 
third section of an act approved March 2, 1867, it is enacted, ‘ That 
the officers of the volunteer naval service, who are or may be 
transferred to the regular Navy 01 Marine Corps, shall be credited 
with the sea service performed by them as volunteer officers, and 
shall receive all the benefits of such duty in the same manner as if 
they had been during such service in the regular Navy or Marine 
Corps.” Itis impossible to mistake the meaning of this enact- 
ment. It shows conclusively the intention of Congress with regard 
to those officers it had authorized to be transferred to the regular 
Navy. 

Had our names been borne on the regular Navy List, from the 
dates of our respective appointments as volunteers, no one could 
doubt our right to rank with those of our grade according to the 
date of commission, and to maintain our relative position in any 
advancement consequent upon the increase in the different grades 
authorized by the act of July, 1866. Yet Congress has solemnly 
enacted that, having been found qualified and transferred to the 
regular Navy, we ‘‘shall receive ail the benefits of such volunteer 
duty in the same manner as if “we had b:en, during such service, 
in the regular Navy.” The plain effect of which law is, to give us 
rank in the regular Navy next after the commission in the same 
grade dated next prior to our appointments as volunteers in that 
grade, Roget | the relative positions assigned us by the examin- 
ing board with those also transferred from the volunteer service. 
This was clearly the intention of Congress, and appears the only 
logical interpretation that can be placed upon thelaw. Since it 
cannot be supposed that, in awarding us “all the benefits of our 
volunteer service,” Congress intended te deprive us of the most 
important benefit of all; nor can it be supposed that it intended 
we should be passed over. as has actually been done in the case of 
the lieutenants by forty-five, in the case of the masters by thirty, 
and in case of the ensigns by eighty -four—officera who, upon the 
creation of the vacancies for which we were examined, were mas- 
ters and midshipmen respectively. > ° . . 

The injustice of our treatment is se plain, that we have evcry 
confidence in asking for a reconsideration of our case—resting it 
solely upon a just interpretation of law—and for restoration to 
our proper positions ; that if, the six lieutenants transferred, now 
lieutenant-commanders, to take rank next after Lieutenant-Com- 
mander E. M. Shepard ; the nineteen masters and thirty-six en- 
signs, of whom eleven are now lieutenant-commanders and the 
balance lieutenants, to take rank next after Lieutenant-Com- 
mander G. D. B. Glidden, whom we respectfully claim as our next 
seniors in rank according to law. 


We are unable to give the argument in full, but 
present the main portion of it in justice to the offi- 
cers concerned, haying presented a statement from the 
officers with whom they take issue. The officer from 
whom we receive the above, says in his letter inclosing 
it, “The question in dispute can be narrowed down to 
this. Was it the intention of Congress that officers who 
had served faithfully through the war and then passed 
an exhaustive examination should be placed on the 
Navy Register below those who during the same war 
were scholars at the Naval Academy? This injustice 
has been meted out to the ‘ex-volunteers’ who came 
into the regular Navy as masters and ensigns and it is 
this we wish corrected.” 








A REMINISCENCE OF THE WAR. 
; (From the New York Commercial, March 27.) 


COLONEL ForNEY wrote from Washington to the 
Philadelphia Press recently : 

The other day I called on Commodore Daniel Ammen, 
Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, and asked him 
to tell me about the celebrated mutiny on board the 
California steamer, the Ocean Queen, in May, 1864. 
This event, though of a recent date, has been literally 
sponged from the slate of the general memory, though 
still preserved among the records of the Navy. A con- 
tingent of over 200 men, most of them “ roughs” who 
had served in the Army, and had volunteered for naval 
service on the Pacific coast, were shipped for their des- 
tination on board the Ocean Queen, in charge of Commo- 
dore Ammen and a subordinate officer. There were ever 
a thousand other passengers, including many ladies and 
children. Justice Field, of the United States Supreme 
Court, was among the cabin passengers. The vessel 
itself was commanded by a fine old seaman, Captain 


Tinklepaugh. On the first day out the new recruits’ 


began to show dissatisfaction with their accommoda- 
tions and food, and it was soon evident, that, under the 
counsel of two or three desperate leaders, they were pre- 
paring to seize and rifle the steamer and the passengers. 

e captain proposed to run into one of the nearest ports 
and get rid of the dangerous conspirators, but this was 
resisted by Commodore Ammen, who had the turbulent 
men in charge. He quietly reasoned with them, and as- 
sured them that as he was responsible for their good 
conduct he would see to their proper comfort, but that if 
they resorted to violence they would be severely pun- 
ished. He was so cool and kind as he made this state- 
ment, that they did not think him in earnest, and pro- 
ceeded with their plans. Their chief, Kelley, was a 
young fellow of six feet four inches, very athletic and 
determined. When the first demonstration was made 
Commodore Ammen was in a distant part of the vessel, 
and on hearing the noise proceeded to the scene of con- 
tention. There he found Captain Tinklepaugh in the 
hands of Kelley, who was surrounded by the other 
mutineers, all evidently under his orders and ready to 
proceed to the worst extremities. The crisis had come, 
and Ammen, seeing that prompt action was necessary to 
save the steamer and perhaps the lives of the female 
passengers, drew his revolver and shot Kelley dead on 
the spot. One of his immediate followers was killed at 
the same time. The effect on the others wag instantane- 


ous. They saw that the quiet man who had them in 
charge was resolved to enforce his authority. And they 
quailed. He then briefly addressed them, telling them 
of his determination, exhorted them to remember their 
duty and their flag, and was greeted with three hearty 


cheers. After which, under his advice, they went to 
their dinner. There was, of course, great consternation 
among the cabin passengers, but they were soon reas- 
sured by the calm demeanor of Commodore Ammen. 
His next step was to go straight among the remainder of 
the mutineers, and to call out the leaders and order them 
in irons. One or two attempted to resist, but when they 
saw that they would soon be made to follow their dead 
companions, who had by this time been sewed in canvas 
and cast overboard, they submitted. The whole affair 
occupied very little time; and the commander, crew, 
and passengers were so impressed by the resolute cour- 
age of Commodore Ammen, that they joined in a hearty 
commendation of his course. Justice Field himself ad- 
dressed a strong letter to the department in earnest vin- 
dication of the wisdom and energy of his action. 

I do not pretend to tell the story as it fell from Com- 
modore Ammen—so modest and so clear. His printed 
defence before the court-martial, which he demanded, 
is a model of candor, and was followed by his unanimous 
acquittal. Had he been weak or impulsive, the scene 
would have ended in a grand tragedy, and perhaps hun- 
dreds of innocent persons would have perished. Men 
like Ammen, though beloved and honored in their own 
circle, and by the Government they bravely and unos- 
tentatiously serve, are rarely heard of in the great out- 
side world, and it is simple justice that they should not 
be wholly lost sight of in the loud rush and conflict in 
these busy times. 








DEFENCE AGAINST TORPEDOES. 


EVERY step in the progress of naval architecture ap- 
pears to lay new burdens upon the Constructor. After 
refining our lines to the last point comes the cellular 
system of hull construction which added very considera- 
bly to the transverse section of the hull without increas- 
ing the storage. The question of how to provide against 
torpedoes has led a chief engineer of the Austrian navy, 
I. W. Moerath, to propose a second system of cells out- 
side of the first. This is made in sections bolted to the 
hull and constructed of tinned sheet-iron, riveted togeth- 
er with angle irons, and filled in with cork shavings and 
hydraulic chalk, mixed with silicate of soda. This fill- 
ing gets dry in a short time, and on account of its duc- 
tility, decreases the destructive effects of projectiles or 
of torpedoes, as the velocity of the projectile diminishes 
in passing through this mass, so that it cannot act with 
its full power on the iron armor-plates, and the ship is 
supposed to be saved from great damage, and conse- 
quently from immediate sinking, while a possibility is 
afforded of repairing the damage in the nearest harbor. 
The holes caused by repeated shots striking this armor 
can, the author says, be easily repaired, both in the ship’s 
hull and in their armor-plates, and the damaged sec- 
tions can be replaced by new ones. 

Captain John Harvey of the British navy suggests the 
following expedient: 

Let the ship have three skins, each divided into cellu- 
lar spaces of moderate size, the middle skin representing 
what is now the outer skin of an ordinary double-plated 
ship, like the Hercules or the Audacious—the cells per- 
haps somewhat smaller, and each with a man-hole fitted 
air-tight in the inner skin, and also with a pipe having a 
stop-cock and union collar opening into the upper corner 
of it. The space between the outer: and inner skins is 
also to be divided into cells, the frames and longitudi- 
nals composing which should break joint with those be- 
tween the middle and inner skins. Water is to be free- 
ly admitted between the middle and outer skins. The 
middle skin is to be deliberately weakened near the bot- 
tom of each inner cell. 

The plan may be expected to work as follows: A tor- 
pedo explodes against the outer skin, the compartment 
being full of water, and, with outer surface, under vio- 
lent pressure, must relieve itself through the middle 
skin. This is weakest at a particular place, and will 
give way there. The torpedo will therefore have the 
work to do of not only driving in the outer skin, and 
bursting the inner skin, but also of getting the water 
out of the outer cell into the inner cell, against the cush- 
ion of air which the latter contains. This would exhaust 
the work sufficiently to save the inner skin from vital 
injury, unless the torpedo were very powerful indeed. 
Then, if many cells were wounded, cocks would come 
into play ; air would be forced into them, and would ex- 
pel the water down to the required level. 

The frames and longitudinals between the middle and 
outer skins should be rounded, or dished, so as not to 
transmit a blow to the middle skin. The edges at which 
they meet should be joined with a covering piece of sheet- 
iron of half their own thivkness, which would break up 
easily, and thus prevent the cell behaving like a buckle- 
plate. The man-hole would serve to take ashore for 
docking. 

This gentleman further said in his lecture, “The 
introduction of the torpedo system greatly increases the 
inevitable risks of ships of war—that is to say, those 
risks which must be run with full knowledge of the 
hazard encountered, and even with the distinct notion 
that some not inconsiderable loss of ships and human 
life is certain to occur. It is, therefore, above all things 
important to reduce to a minimum the crews of 
ships of war. To crowd together more mien upon one 
ship than are needed for working and fighting is a delib- 
erate waste of our most valuable resources. One thing 
more. A large iron-clad of the present day is a vile 
place to live in. Small iron-clads, or even large iron- 
clads, divided into cells, will be very much worse, inso- 
much that every man will be a nuisance to his neighbor. 
With every squadron, therefore, we must send other ships 
not fitted for fighting—an admiral’s yacht, a hospital ship, 
and a floating smithy at the least. It will be much 
cheaper to provide accommodation separately for these 
purposes, than to build fighting-ships to receive non- 
combatants. The author believes this paper contains the 
first suggestions which has yet been made public for 
providing structural means of enabling a ship to resist 
torpedo attack. He regarded it as the first step only. 
| “Tn conclusion, he wished to point out that the intro- 





duction of torpedo warfare has not had for its strategic 
effect the paralysis of naval attack. On the contrary, it 
has only gone part way to neutralize the enormous pre- 
ponderance which at one time the introduction of steam- 
— and armor-plating a to give an assailant. 

e did not propose to ss details which belong 
to the military rather than to the constructive branch of 
that profession; but he had much misund con- 
temporary history if he was wrong in his belief that, 
torpedoes and railways notwithstanding, the seaward 
enemy is far more dangerous now to the landward power, 
than when sails and oars were the only means of propul- 
sion. The command of the coast still follows the mas- 
tery of the sea.” 








THE committee on the loss of the Megera, 
in reporting, gave the following account of the 
causes which led to the disaster: “The defects 
in the ship's hull at the time when she 
was beached at St. Paul’s were local. 
was an oblong aperture about two inches in length by 
one and a half in breadth. The plates for a space of 
five or six feet in the vicinity of the leak were more or 
less corroded, and dangerously weak over an extent of 
from two to three feet. In several of the ship’s frames in 
the same part the floor plates were more or less eaten by 
corrosion. These circumstances raised a feeling of inse- 
curity in the minds of the officers as to the soundness of 
her bottom. It was this which induced Captain Thru 
and the officers he consulted to decide upon running the 
vesse] on shore. The cause of the leak and the defective 
condition of the plates in its vicinity was the continued 
corrosive action of bilge water on unprotected iron. The 
loss of the ship is in our judgment to be attributed to 
the want of adequate protection to the inner surface of 
those plates. The corrosive action had in our opinion 
been at work for some years, and was not appreciably, if 
atall, accelerated by galvanic action, ed by the 
presence of copper. e plates in the vicinity of the 
water line of the Megera were ascertained in 1866 to be 
very thin; but it must be borne in mind that it is not 
to the weakness of these plates that the loss of theship is 
in any way attributable. This circumstance, however, 
ought to have led to a thorough and complete examina- 
tion of the whole of the plating. The sound condition 
of the plates was not to be satisfactorily ascertained by 
mere boring from the outside, which was the only pro- 
cess adopted subsequently to the above discovery ; such 
a boring, limited as it was to a mere puncture of the 
inner surface of the iron, could not afford any indica- 
tion of the condition of the interior face of the plates. 
The conclusion from this is that the internal survey of 
ships is of quite as much importance as the external. It 
is certainly more difficult.” 








A NAVAL academy has been established by royal decree 
at Berlin. It is placed under a mili director, and a 
staff officer with the title of “ First Officer ef the Acade- 
my,” has been appointed as his assistant. The professors 
are to consist of such officers and officials of the navy, 
teachers of the naval school, and other “learned men,” 
as may be qualified and willing to undertake the duties 
for a fixed salary. The students are to be naval officers, 
but “‘ only such officers shall be ordered to the academy 
for study as would justify the expectation, by their pro- 
Sendondl sad moral conduct and their abilities and c 
acter, that they will use the opportunity which is offered 
them to complete their professional knowledge with real 
use to the service.” Candidates must also have given 
“evidence of constant intellectual activity” by a satis- 


facto tion of certain tasks which o~+ be im- 
yoood yeurty, wud, the “namiraity will select those who 
show the 


best qualifications in the performance of these 
taske. At the eame time all naval officers will be ad- 
mitted to certain lectures as volunteer students, so far 
as the local circumstances of the academy and the service 
on which the officers are employed will permit, 








EVEN Germany is increasing her military strength. 
The Berlin pci. re eee o the London 7% ae 
From the autumn of this year every regiment of i - 
try will have an extra addition of 120 men and twelve 
non-commissioned officers. "Whether there is to bea cor- 
responding increase in the other arms of the service I 
have been unable te ascertain; but as the army is to be 
raised to 1,700,000 effectives in a period of twelve years, — 
it is probable that the increase, amounting to nearly 
480,000 men, is not restricted to the infantry alone. 


Another important movement in the military department 
decrees the return to cast-steel It appears that the 


new phosphorized bronze, which was to have su 

the old metal, is neither superior to cast steel, nor indeed 
to ordinary bronze. This, and the perfection to which 
the manufacture of cast steel has been recently brought 
by Mr. Krupp, have determined the authorities to revert 
to the material and model which proved so effective in 
the two last campaigns. This does not, however, ex- 
clude certain improvements being introduced in the pat- 
tern of the new cannon. Much more backward is the 
rifle question. Even if the newly-constructed pattern is 
adopted, it will take years to turn out a sufficient quan- 
tity for so huge an army. The government manufactor- 
ies can hardly make more than 100,000 a year, and pri- 
vate establishments, being so much occupied with con- 
tracts for other countries, will be unable to afford assist- 
ance. It is doubtful whether the thoroughness with 
which questions of this kind are always tested in this 
country will in the present instance not be accompanied 
by serious drawbacks. 


MILITARY ORDER LOYAL LEGION. 


AT a stated meeting of the of the State of 
California, held at Army Baiting, Fae cisco, Cal., 
April 8, Brevet Major-General W. H. French, lieutenant- 
colonel Second Artillery, U. 8. Army, and Brevet Major 
J. H. Lord, first lieutenant and regimental, quartermas- 
ter Second Artillery, were elected members of the first 











class. 
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LIVE GAME WANTED! 
IFTY OR MORE DEER, ALSO ELK, MOOSE, 


and other live game, for breeding delivered alive to 
»  Addsess offers, with price, Pr oliice of Blooming Grove 
Park, 103 Fulton 8t., New York. Western papers please copy. 
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LI LONG, U. 8S. Army (RETIRED), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 
69 anp 61 Lipeaty SrRexr., 
New Yerk City. 





667 INDEN HALL.” 
A Founded 1794. 
MORAVIAN SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Rev. Evocrens A. Fruvavrr, Princi 
itiz, Lancaster county, Pennsyivania. 
This Institution offers the very best advantages to the daughters 
of Army, Navy and Marine Corps officers, not -_ for a thorough 
English education, but, also, for in Music, both vocal 
and instrumen French, German, Drawing, Painting, etc., etc. 
Upwards of five thousand young ladies have educated at this 
i (with but one exception a oldest in America) since its 
than a quarter of a century ago. 
‘avor will be condeewod in mentioning that 
you saw this in the Anmy axp Navy JourNaL. 


JUNIOR FIRST LIEUTENANT OF INFANTRY 
desires to transfer to Artillery. Address KANSAS, office 
Axmy anv Navy Journar. 





The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual expres- 
sions of opinion in communications addressed to the JOURNAL. 

The postage on the JOURNAL is twenty-five cents a year, payable 
quarterly in advance, at the office where received. 
Subscribers who purpose binding their at the end of the year 
should be careful to preserve their files of the paper, as weno longer 
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of this volume. ’ 

The subscription price of Tue Anmy any Navy Jounnat ts Six 
Douiians a year,or Torez Doiiars for siz months, invariably in 
advance. Remittances may be made in a Pos Office money order, 
United States funds, or Quartermasters’, Paymasters’, or other drafts, 
which should be made payable to the order of the Proprietors, W.C. & 
F. P. Counce. Where none of these can be procured, send the money, 
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TMPORTANT TO PARENTSAND GUARDIANS. 
Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
ACADEMY OF THE VISITATION, 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va- 
Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Course 
Bead and Bedding, Washing aud Mending, Lights and 
Fuel, Stationery and Doctor’s Fees, per annum........... 
iano Lessons, per ANNUM... .....-. 6. cee eeeeereeeserereeecene 
Even more faverable terms may be made, where twoor more 
sisters simultaneously attend the school. For further particulars, 
apply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 
REFERENCES, BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT, 
General Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lady, Washington, D. C. ; Ad- 
miral David D.’ Porter, U. 8. N., Washington, Db. C.;’ Ma- 
jor-General G. G. Meade, U. 8. Army, Phila‘ elphia; General Hart- 
man Bache, U. 8. Army, Philadelphia; Brigadier-General I. N. 
Palmer, U. 8. Army, Omaha, Neb.; Brigadier-General L. P. Gra- 


ham, U.8. Army, San Francisco, Cal. ; Brigadier-General Wm. 
M, Graham, U. 8. fame, Fort Hamilton, N. ¥.; Mrs. Admiral 
Dablgren, Washington, D. C. 





FFICERS COMMISSIONED, BUT NOT MUS- 
TERED in through being prisoners of war, can receive pay in 
higher rank. E. P. BROOK, late Chief Clerk U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
eg 3 _ Agency. Attormey at Law. No. 111 Nassau S+., 
ew Yor 








Ws publish this week the soldiers’ and sailors’ act 
as it becamealaw. The New York TJimes says of it: 


There is danger that through an inadvertence the Soldiers’ 
Homestead bill passed has opened a wide door to speculation and 
frauds upon the Government and the soldiers. The first section 
of the bill provides that soldiers who were more than ninety days 
in the service may enter public lands under the provisions of the 
previous Homestead law, that law being in that section only so far 
modified as in general terms to cause a deduction from the five 
years of actual settlement required of the time the soldier was in 
the Government service. Later in the bill there is a proviso, put 
in at the last moment before the bill passed, that in the case of 
persons who have been soldiers, lands may be “entered upon ” by 
agents as well as qesveneey If the this proviso to 
*“ enter upon ” have the usual meaning in law—*“ to take possession 
of ”—then the proviso is of no material consequence to either set- 
tlers or the Government; butif they are taken to mean what no 
doubt was intended by the mover of the proviso, that a person who 
has been a soldier may enter lands—that is, locate and make appli- 
cation for them through some other person as an agent—some very 
bad results may follow. The same person may be the nt of ten 
Tt caters to make the entry, if an entry of lands by an 
agent ok mene tring co 
many different persons as fie, ‘would Bo'able fo piect. esirable 
locations and set apart large portions of lands available for 
settlers. It would be worth an enormous fortune te any man to 
shut out from the regular market certain tracts of land lying on 
the line of the Northern Pacific or Central Pacific Railroads for a 
year, or even a few months. There are those already arranging to 
establish agencies for such purposes, and will easily accomplish their 
result by buyiug powers of attorney from soldiers, who, not carip 
to settle on public lands themselves, will be glad to make sma 
amounts by as easy a method as ing some one an agent. Al- 

are movements making in the committees to secure 
some supplemental to correct the mistake made in the 
bill, which does no good whatever to any soldier really desiring to 
secure ard settle upon a homestead. The proviso was desi for 
the benefit of the soldiers, but was not sufficiently guarded, and 
will serve very different purposes. 


ready 








In the House of Representatives April 15 Mr. Wil- 
liams, of Indiana, chairman of the Committee on Ex- 
penditures in the War Department, made a report with 
the testimony taken on the investigation into the sale of 
arms and ordnance stores during the Franco-Prussian 
war, which was ordered printed, together with the 
views of the minority. 

The Committee reports the following conclusions : 


First. That the act of Congress of July 20, 1868, author- 
izing the sale of unsuitable arms, gave, by a fair interpreta- 
tion of its letter and spirit, full authority to the Secretary 
of War to sell and dispose of the arms and ordnance stores 
in question, and that in doing so he violated neither the let- 
ter nor the spirit of the law. 
pm ee That the proceeds of the sales were promptly paid 

to the . 

Third. That no sales were made to any known agent of 
the belligerent governments, and that no act was done by 
the Secretary of War or any of his subordinates that was 
caleulated te impair or violate any international obligation. 

Fourth. That no official of the United States Government 
was pecuniarily beneSted in connection with the sales. 

Fifth. That the only party benefited was the Government 
of the United States, in having disposed of unsuitable arms 
. i eae market price to the amount of nearly $10,- 

00,000. 








A DESPATCH from Paris, April 15, reports that a 
French squadron is preparing to bombard Tamatay, on 
the east coast of Madagascar, on account of the ill 


LITTLE speck of war arises on the Mexican 
horizon, our troops in Texas having at last been 
compelled to interfere with the diversion in which 


oo | the Mexican warriors have so long indulged-that 
48 | of making our territory the base from which to op- 


erate, and upon which to retreat when discomfited. 
A number of Mexicans having been driven from Pie- 
dras Negras, crossed the line, and forming near 
Laredo, proposed to effect their re-entrance into 
Mexico. Captain Mryer, Ninth Cavalry, in com- 
mand at Fort McIntosh, broke up the camp and 
arrested twenty of the Mexicans. This is the first 
fruit of the increased vigorin the administration of 
military affairs in Texas, and it is also the first op- 
portunity given our officers to interfere with the 
violation of our territory which has been a long 
while indulged in, though confined heretofore to 
single persons or to parties too small to be readily 
intercepted. This affair, trifling in itself,brings up the 
question of boundary difficulties with Mexico, which 
will not much longer wait for settlement. The 
State of Texas loses, according to authentic testi- 
mony, 75,000 head of neat stock a year—stolen by 
thieves from Mexico. It matters little whether 
these thieves are Mexicans, Indians, or whites, Mex- 
ico is both their lurking-place and their market, and 
it is the inefficiency or the disregard of the Mex- 
ican government that gives the thieves occupation 
and life. Besides this, the whole Mexican border is 
ina ferment. It is the only part of our country 
where the pistol is a really mecessary travelling 
vumpanion. Woe hardly pretend to protect Arizona 
and New Mexico, and the population is so small 
that the Government could not be blamed for fol- 
lowing the advice of distinguished officers and 
abandoning those Territories until they can be pro- 
tected to some profit. But Texas is prosperous with 
the solid prosperity of agriculture, of a numerous 
population, and of rapidly multiplying homes. Its 
people are by no means adventurers, except as all 
emigrants are adventurers. It is as much entitled 
to peaceful quiet as Illinois or Kansas, and its civili- 
zation is one to which quiet is as necessary as it is to 
those States. If its roads are infested by foreign 
msrauders, and its people murdered and robbed, the 
Government has no alternative but to apply meas- 
ures for establishing security in its bounds. Even 
though a new army is needed and a new war fought, 
the condition of Texas is such that the Government 
is bound to take those steps if necessary. 

We do not think they are necessary, though it is 
doubtful if anything can be done without an in- 
crease of the military force on the Texas border. 
Even this will not accomplish the object, unless the 
troops have that additional power which we spoke 
of a week or two ago—authority to cross the line in 
pursuit of robbers. It is unnecessary to say that 
this would be in itself assuming a sort of right over 
Mexico, and that it might be a very decided step 
toward the assumption of all rights over the soil of 
our neighbor. We would not advocate it, if 
Mexico would make a fair effort to do her duty ; but 
that effort she is not now capable of making. Nearly 
the whole border is in the hands of revolutionists, 
irresponsible and reckless. In their own country 
they are no better than robbers, and the Govern- 





treatment of French residents by the natives, 


ment troops are like them. This revolution is un- 


popular, has never been vigorously prosecuted, and 
promises in its success no more quiet and no more 
peace than the Juarez government has been able to 
give. The United States is directly interested in 
the issue ; for in the event of success the new revolu- 
tionary government would control the entire line of 
the United States border, and what fate Texas 
might expect it is not difficult to foresee. Were 
the States that have pronounced for DIAz to form 
@ new republic, they would not be strong enough 
in numbers or purse to restrain the Indians within 
their boundaries, and the future condition of the 
border would be just as bad as the present. Tempo. 
rizing with either the revolution or the Juarez goy- 
ernment and waiting to see the end of the present 
dispute will not therefore accomplish what is abso- 
lutely necessary for our citizens on the fromtier— 
rest from the inroads of robbers. The Government 
therefore has but one alternative; to enforce the 
rights of its citizens even to the point of sending its 
troops into Mexico, or to proceed at once to annexa- 
tion of a part of Mexican Territory. 

These are both strong measures, and the greater 
of them is one which will meet with much opposi- 
tion. There is a general feeling in the country that 
we have territory enough, and that we don’t want 
to add half a million half-civilized people to our 
population, and a million or so square miles of des. 
ert and mountain to our land. But this is the feel- 
ing of the older parts of the community, and it is no. 
ticeable that it is just these parts which have the 
least influence in determining questions of this kind. 
It is still the moving, settling, emigrating and im- 


voice in such matters. The decision of the frontier is 
unmistakably for annexation, and the question is there 
under perpetual discussion. Annexation is general- 
ly thought to be very imminent, and likely to occur 


sidered exceptionally long. An opinion which is 
held by an entire class of people is entitled to re 
spectful examination, and it is worth while to 
look at this one. 

We do not think that Mexico is eoveted by the 
Texans as a territorial addition, and doubt if s 
scheme for taking the whole of that country 
could succeed. Out of Texas it would meet with 
great opposition, not only in Washington but among 
the people at large. The proposition most favored 
is to advance the boundary from the Rio Grande two 
or three hundred miles further south, in order t 
bring those tribes of Indians and bands of Mexican 
who are most accustomed to marauding on our sol, 
within the pale of our law ; and annexation to this 
extent would probably not be repugnant to the pe0- 


Mexican Government. 


of the Americans engaged in mercantile or mining 
ventures, a class of persons who have suffered and 


ers are most numerous. 


redress, loss of life and property in Texas, oppres 
sion of American citizens in Mexico. Both are seri- 
ous evils threatening to public peace, and apparent- 
ly both are steadily on the increase ; and if our Gov- 
ernment can accomplish by peaceful negotiation 


tion to the measure. 
Aside from those freebooters who are such a ter- 


submitting readily to law. Strange as it may 
seem, they are averse to revolutions, and the uproat 


the republic which would be affected by annex 
tion, does not really engage the people in its tur 
moil. The working classes are all against it, av 
unhesitatingly announce themselves as Juaristas 
Nor are the great families—the land princes wh 
own so large a part of Mexican soil—any more f* 
vorable to the movement. It is the middle-met 
the petty village leaders, the idle officers of dit 
banded armies, who have stirred up the whole trov 
ble, and who repent of their action now 





Nothing, in fact, is so illustrative of the radi 








we witness to-day through nearly all that part of] 


migrating part of the population which has the chief 7 


within two or five years, the latter term being con- | 


ple, nor injurious to the strength or revenue of the | 
This new territory would | 
also include that portion of Mexico where are most | 


still suffer constantly from the forced loans of revo- J 
lutionary and government generals, loans which | 
are oftenest enforced in those parts where foreign- © 
These are the two great © 
grievances which our Government is called upon to © 


what it may some day have to undertake a war to | 
bring about, we do not know of any serious objec- © 


ror to the border, the people of Northern Mexico ’ 
are a quiet race, remarkably well governed, and 7 
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weakness of the Mexican government as the spread 
of a revolution that is not based on popular diseon- 
tent, nor fanned by brilliant generalship. Taxa- 
tion is light, and property is safe when no “army” 
is near, and there is no call for reinforcements. The 
protection of a strong government would settle all 
these disturbing elements, once for all, by removing 
the possibility of revoluticns, and this would recom- 
mend the union to the people. 

That annexation would be welcome to the people 
in this region we do not, however, mean to say. 
Ridiculous as it may appear to outsiders, Mexicans 
of all classes look upon their country as one of the 
most important on the globe. Spanish-American 
pride would doubtless revolt at a transfer of allegi- 
ance, even to take a place in another republic, and 
anti-annexatienists would be made up of Juaristas 
and Diestas alike. Still, the disgust at the present 
state of the country is wide-spread, and annexation 
properly presented to them would probably not be 
unwelcome. The real opponents would still be 
those petty village leaders who have fanned the 
rather sluggish fires of the present outbreak. These 
leaders would not like annexation, and might be 
able to defeat it, if it depended upon a vote. 

It is easy to see, even from this poor picture of 
the situation on the frontier, that our relations 
with Mexico are at a delicate stage. Since 
the failure of the San Domingo project, the Gov- 
ernment has not felt much disposed to bring up 
schemes of like kind, and unless the Texans make 
their condition and their demands so well known 
that Congress cannot refuse to hear them, there is 
little chance of either two or five years witnessing 
the consummation they desire. 








Tae Army appropriation bill passed by the House 
of Representatives April 5, makes the following ap- 
propriations for the purposes specified : 


Expenses of Commanding General’s office............... $5,0°0 
Recruiting and transportation of recruits............... 125,580 
Contingent expenses Adjutant-General’s Depariment... 5,000 
SNES GND nnd sncsccccvssiovewnseedestouseb 12,5 0 
ATMY PBY. 202-6. sccscrccscccesoccscescccccesccscscooscce 12,105,591 
Transportation for officers on duty.........ce.-ceeeseeee 240,000 
PT Ee 100,000 
I GN MED a ivcae. 60:0:500.00000600080008.4660005 2,894,126 
CRE UOPTAMDRE EWR GIOD «6 0:0.0.0.0:58:0 5:48005260655606006008 4,350,000 
Incidental expen ses Quartermaster’s Department....... 1,25",000 
Ey IN ik beet drdcae cud biaekne once benedeni oeiaals 450,000 
Army transportation, €t0...........cccce-cescecececceces 40: 0,000 
Hire Of Quarters, O60... ..20.cccccccccccccccscccccccscess 1.50",000 





Vonstruction and repair of hospitals...............-..00. 100,000 
Heating and cooking stoves.............ccccececeecsecces 10,000 
Clothing, camp and garrison equipage..................- 770 000 
Military cemeteries... ...ccscccccccccccccccscccscccvcceces 30,0 iv 
BEURY COMUMBOMCIOD. 2. cccccccccecevoccceccccccscccccces 75,000 
Medical Department. ......2-0.sccccccccccccccesecccsccs 300,000 
Army medical museum and library.............eeeee0ee: 10,000 
Siege and siege materials, etc............-...- o9ccesecess 26.000 
Ordnance Department... ....cccccreccccccsccscccsceccces 1,063,000 
GND 08.0 okay sd Pecascnetsadesndctemedibaes ites $29,691,797. 


Of the appropriation for the Ordnance Depart- 
ment $175,000 is for metallic ammunition for small 
arms, and $155,000 for overhauling, preserving and 
cleaning new ordnance stores on hand ; $125,000 for 
sea-coast cannon and carriages; $180,000 for testing 
experimental 12-inch rifled cannon ; $8,000 for test- 
ing MorFrat’s breech-loading field-piece ; $2,000 for 
testing CROCKETT’s graduating and accelerating 
cartridges, and $1,000 for More’s patent metallic 
cartridges; $150,000 for manufacture of arms at the 
national armories. The bill has the following 
“rider :” 

Szc. 2. That hereafter jt shall be illegal to brand, mark, or tat- 
too the body of any soldier by sentence of Court- martial, and the 


word “* corporeal” shall be stricken from the forty-fifth of the rules 
and articles for the government of the Armies of the United States, 





THE Supreme Court has decided that there are 
legally no courts in Utah except those that derive 
their existence from acts of the Territorial Legisla- 
ture. This means that all the trials of Mormons 
are irregular, and all proceedings that have been 
taken against them for polygamous practices are 
void. Even the indictments on criminal grounds 
which have been brought before Justice McKEAN 
must, we suppose, be given up. Thus, the inquiry 
into the Mountain Meadow massacre, the murders 
of Dr. Rosrtnson and other martyrs to the arro- 
gance of Mormon pretension, and all that historic 
series of outrages which are popularly supposed to 
be intimately connected with the conduct of the 
Mormon Church, are for the present to rest unex- 
amined. The decision has only just appeared, and 
no suggestion that we know of has been made for 
bringing the wrong-doers to justice. But whether 
that work is delayed or not, and even if it is never 
resumed, the work of Judge McKEAN is by no 
means valueless. It is under his direction that 
courts have been opened, juries assembled, and the 








guilty sought out. His acts are now nullified; but 
their influence has been great, and that cannot be 
removed by any legal decision. For the first time 
in the history of Utah, the majesty of the United 
States has been exhibited among its people, and the 
dignity of a court and a judge, whose powers were 
not derived from the ignorant and servile people 
around them, but from that Government which, 
from the beginning of Mormonism, had been the 
sport of its leaders, has been felt as the main 
strength of the liberal movement in the Territory. 
In-all his acts, Justice McKzawn has had the active 
aid of the garrison at Camp Douglas, the principal 
work of that garrison having been to give its moral 
and physical support to the judiciary of the United 
States. 








Ir is highly characteristic of Washington legisla- 
tion that the members of at least one of the military 
committees of Congress had not, a week or so ago, 
heard of the British scheme for Army reform. The 
nation most like our own in popular feeling and 
difficulty of providing an extensive military estab- 
lishment, studies out in a thoroughly parliamentary 
and public way, a method for Army reform, but our 
committee-men, who ought to be engaged in the 
very name work, know nothing about it. The war- 
making br snch of the Government, its most numer- 
ous and one of its most deserving departments, looks 
‘eagerly and longingly for advancement—not a sel- 
fish advancement, but one altogether in the interest 
of the people; but those having charge of its wel- 
fare are as blankly stolid as if it were a piece of 
machinery which could be ordered of Mr. Roacu, 
or put up at a Navy-yard. Still, the situation is 
not altogether despairing. The British Parliament 
was never, that we know of, in as bad a state as our 
Congress, but when the new progress in military 
and naval equipment came on, it had to be instruct- 
ed. A vast deal of twaddle and primary school 
knowledge was talked until Parliament learned; 
but it did learn, and is now exceedingly weil in- 
structed in such matters. So there is a distant 
prospect of our Congressmen learning something. 
But if our military committees know nothing of 
military affairs, we would like to inquire, What is 
the knowledge they are versed in? In what do our 
Congressmen employ themselves if not in the espe- 
cial subjects which are committed to their care? 








PRESIDENT THIERS uttered a truth well worth 
pondering when he told the French Assembly that 
the way to restore order in the finances is not by 
reducing administrative expenses. Letting a Navy 
rot fur want of the money necessary to its preser- 
vation, and an Army fall inta dusty routine ov mu 
merical weakness for fear that to better its condi- 
tion would cost money, is not economy. Another 
sentence of THIERS’ speech is equally good. He 
laid down two things as necessary for fiuancial suc- 
cess: First, a sound policy; and, second, refraining 
from unnecessary expenditures. The sound policy, 
he said, meant “no embarking in Mexican expedi- 
tions, and undertaking insane wars such as the 
last.” We recommend our own legislators to avoid 
in time the dangerous shoals that may wreck the 
ship they are trying to command, and with equal 
force to provide themselves the necessary provision 
in men ani material to meet the shocks that are 
inseparable from navigation. 








For the information of officers proposing to al- 
tend the army reunions at Cleveland, on the 7th and 
8th of May, we would state that the agents of the 
Pennsylvania railroad, at No. 526 Broadway, New 
York, and 901 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, have 
been instructed to sell excursion tickets to Cleve- 
land and return, at the rate of $17 80, for the round 
trip from and to New York, and $15 for the round 
trip from and to Philadelphia. These tickets can 
be obtained on any day from May 1 to May 10, 
good to return until May 20, by all persons desir- 
ing to attend the meeting of the Army of the Po- 
tomac, of the Cavalry Corps, of the Sixth Corps, or 
of the Grand Army. 

The prospect of a brilliant gathering at Cleveland 
continues excellent. Presideut GRANT designs, we 
understand, to be present, and the executive com- 
mittee of the Potomac Society are actively at work 
to make this fourth reunion of the society in 
every way equal to any that has preceded it. 





As will be seen by @ paragraph published else- 
where, the cavalry of New England are taking ac- 
tive measures to secure a large representation from 
that section at the cavalry meeting. The Grand 
Army will also draw large numbers, and altogether 
Cleveland may expect to witness an unusual gath- 
ering of the clans. 








THE British papers are all quoting from a letter 
of Mr. Ericsson, written in February, 1870, in 
which he apparently surrenders at discretion to the 
formidable powers of Mr. REED’s last and greatest 
work, the Thunderer. The cause of this surrender 
is the fact that the British constructor had at length 
decided upon building a vessel which embodied the 
Monitor ideas. He writes that “while the security 
of the maritime cities and dockyards of the United 
States against foreign aggression has of late years 
been deemed assured, the means thus relied upon 
have suddenly lost their potency.” For, he adds, 
“Mr. REED is now building monitors, carrying the 
full thickness of solid armor possible, by adopting 
the turret and abandoning freeboard and sails. The 
Devastation and Thunderer,” he continues, “may 
steam up the Hudson in spite of our batteries and 
our monitors, and dictate terms off Castle Garden.” 








THERE is naturally a want of complete una- 
nimity in the Army in favor of the movement 
started at Fort Leavenworth to procure the passage 
of a law opening promotion by the arm to subal- 
terns as well as to officers of the grade of captain 
and above. A letter which we publish this week 
puts the opposing side, and claims that the passage 
of such a law would injure more first lieutenants 
than it would benefit. Whatever may be urged by 
some in favor of such a law, we feel sure that no 
one who reads our correspondent’s statement of the 
reasons against it will fail to be convinced that it 
proposes a change so radical and affecting so seri- 
ously a large number of officers, as to make its pas- 
sage of at least doubtful expediency. 








THe agents of Great Britain and the United 
States have formally exchanged the cases of the 
two Governments in the Alabama business. Eng- 
land protests that her action does not admit any 
acquiescence in our right to press our claims for in- 
direct damages, and our agent notified his respond- 
ent that, having no instructions relative to the 
English protest, he reserved the right to vindicate 
the action of the United States. This reply created 
a good deal of feeling in Parliament, and seems to 
be taken as a sign that our Government will not re- 
treat from itsdemand. _ 





Henry M. Benson, Adjutant Seventh Infantry, 
Fort Shaw, Montana Territory, has issued a circular 
to the adjutants of other regiments in which he says: 


Sin: In view of the great advantages resulting to the 
Army by the school for the artillery arm of the service at 
Fort Monroe, it has occurred to me, that a full and properly 
expressed desire from the officers of the cavalry and infantry, 
for a school organized on like principles for these arms of 
the service, might meet with favorable consideration. I can- 
not see that the claims for usefulness of one branch of the 
Army can be separated from that of the others; such a school 
would result in great and lasting advantages to the Army and 
the officersthereof. Being encouraged in these views by old 
and experiencad officers, I venture to enclose the within 
petition, requesting you to secure the signature of such 
officers in yeur regiment jas may approve of the design, and 
then forward to the Hon. Seeretary of War. 


We are heartily in favor of any plan which promi- 
ses to increase the knowledge and the efficiency of 
our officers in any branch of the service, and there- 
fore commend this circular, and the petition to the 
Secretary of War which accompanies it, to the at- 
tention of the officers interested. 








Tur funeral services over the remains of Lieutenant 
Mahoney, Fourteenth Infantry, were held in Boston, 
April 16, the religious exercises being conducted aecord- 
ing to the Catholie usage by Father Molinari. There 
were present Major Bush, in charge of the recruiting 
ut the post, «ud nearly all of the officers attached to the 
station, and several of his old associates in the Nine- 
teenth Missachusetts Volunteers. A sergeant and a file 
of six soldiers from Fort Independence acted as a body 
guard. The remains were enclosed in a silver-mounted 
rosewood voffin, over which was thrown an American 
flig, and a generous display of flowers was also made. 
At the conclusion of the service at the church, the 
boly was conveyed to St. Paul’s church, Tremont street, 








wh: re it was deposited in the receiving tomb to await 
farther disposition by the family, who are at 
Fort Fetterman, Washi Territory. Lieutenant 





ashington 
Mihoney was breveted colonel of volunteers, for bray- 
ery on the battlefield. 





578 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





Apri 20, 1872. 





= —— 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anmy anp Navy Jourwat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual'expressions of opinion injcommunica- 
tions published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feeling. 





LINEAL PROMOTION FOR SUBALTERNS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Srr: A movement is on foot among [certain lieuten- 
ants of infantry to obtain the of a law maxing 
the promotion of lieutenants by the arm (same as cap- 
tains, etc.), and memorials have actually been circulated 
to that end. As many officers will sign these, either 
unthinkingly, or being convinced by specious pleas, 
without due thought and investigation, it behooves the 
large majority of lieutenants, who will be injured by the 
passage of such a law, to bestir themselves, unless they 
wish to see ‘from five to twenty years added to their ser- 
vice as lieutenants. 

I have arranged lineally the first lieutenants in the 
last Army Register,'and find that this law would greatly 
benefit about seven officers ; that it would greatly injure 
about seventy; while the two halves of the remainder 
would be respectively benefited and injured about equally. 

The following seem good reasons against such a 


change : 

1. tt would deprive officers of regiments who have 
served at unhealthy posts of the fruits of their well- 
earned good fortune in surviving yellow fever, cholera, 
malaria, and the attendant dangers of Indian fighting, 
and confer these favors upon sufferers of New York har- 
bor, Newport Barracks, etc. , 

2. In case of a regiment suffering in an engagement 
during a war the survivors would see their deserved 
promotion taken by some “mustering ” officer or some 
“soft duty ” man from headquarters. 

8. It would effectually destroy the esprit de corps of 
regiments. Lieutenants form the majority of regimental 
officers, and interest and inclination now prompt them 
to maintain its good name, but it will not be so if this 
change is made. 

4. The lieutenants of a regiment are entitled to the 
promotions in it. My regiment and the old Fifteenth 
and Seventeenth Infantries served in Texas during the 
horrible yellow fever times of 1867, which gave us who 
survived a lift which we now are invited to give to officers 
whe have been serving in the States and on the healthy 
plains, near railroads and cities. Officers must take 
their chances for promotion, and not have it earned for 
them by others. 

5. It is admitted that there are some unfortunate cases 
in the Army of long-delayed promotion; but itis pro- 

to remedy them by setting back some two hundred 
innocent lieutenants, who, by war, pestilence, and fam- 
ine, have distanced these quiet gentlemen. 

6. After long years of waiting and of legislation, pro- 
motion has at length come within the reach or hope of a 
number of officers. To have it thus suddenly snatched 
away will cause an amount of heart-burning and bitter- 
ness of soul that cannot be conceived of by any but offi- 
cers who have suffered it, and it will drive the best (and 
the best only) out of the service. 

7. This law will fall with peculiar severity upon the 
appointments made from the Volunteers in 1866, and 
aman benefit, as a class, those appointed from the 

ilitary Academy and civil life since the war. Many of 
the lieutenants appointed in 1866 commanded regiments 
and brigades in battle. Now, having lived to attain a 


little rank, they are te ha he side of th 
who during the bloody p+ a ante 


school on the Hudson. A case in point is a senior first 
lieutenant, who has become such by the six years’ ser- 
vice of his regiment among Indians, yellow fever, chol- 
era, and malaria, who has commanded a regiment in 
battle, and who is now to be set back to No. 180 or 190, 
behind men who were schoolboys when he was in the 
— with—at eighteen captains per year—promotion in 
1882. 

8, and last. The great expense of this plan to the Unit- 
ed States and to officers, particularly those with families, 
which is appalling in the latter case, as far as my ex- 
perience goes. 

In heaven’s name, gentlemen, we have had enough of 
legislation. Let us infantry men be content to be le 
alone for a while lest worse befall us. If the majority— 
if you do not go to work at once you will repent too late. 
The advocates of this measure are already in the field, 
and will gobble up the names of the unthinking, the 
diffident, and the misinformed. Write at once to your 
influential friends. Remember how it was in 1869, when 
the a ¢ men went to work, put their shoulders to the 
wheel, staved off from themselves for a year the sto 
page of promotion; while the infantry men lay supinely 
upon their backs, taking all that was put upon them. 

We depend upon the justice of our cause; but the 
most just cause will go by default if not thoroughly sup- 
ported by its friends. 

Since writing the above I have seen the memorial al- 
luded to. It is introduced bya hoary first lieutenant, 
who graduated in 1866. The hope that some abler pen 
than mine may review it, and want of time, limit my re- 
marks to the following: 

In the most brazen manner it asks that justice be 
done to the subalterns, and assumes to speak for us all, 
both great and small. 

When a point is to be made on comparative of 
service, artillery officers are ir ge with infantry 
officers without mentioning the little circumstances. 

It says: “It may be argued that the casualties arising 
from exposure to disease, and other dangers of the ser- 
vice, by the organization, should benefit the survivors 
therein; if this is true for the subaltern, it is justly and 
equally true for the other officers of the regiment.” 

That is a matter that concerns the other officers of the 
regiment only. It is better for the subalterns, unfor- 
tunately for the memorialists. 


Most of the other arguments will, to a thoughtful 
mind, almost answer themselves. The table of instances 
of promotion could easily be set off by another, or rather 
by two others—one of what has occurred and one of what 
will occur, if this scheme is successful. 

The question is, Are seven or ten officers to be bene- 
fited by injuring and robbing one hundred and “—. 

EX. 








LONG-RANGE FIGHTING. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 

Sin: While I agree with Capt. M., in his letter of 
three weeks ago, that part of the difference between us 
in argument 1s of the “ golden and silver shield” char- 
acter, still there is another part which is essentially. an 
issue direct; and this it seems to me, the captain 
studiously avoids. In fact, the captain’s arguments, like 
the warfare he advocates, are essentially “long range,” 
and fail, like most of the long-range firing, to hit what 
they are aimed at. The practice is very pretty, and the 
shells make a dreadful noise, but when it’s all over 
there’s nobody very much hurt, except the artillerymen, 
who are fagged out, especially numbers one and two. 
It reminds me of Lee’s wonderful artillery assault at 
Gettysburg, when he battered away at our centre for over 
an hour, with about a hundred and twenty-five guns, 
and didn’t do anybody any damage except the “ coffee 
coolers ” in the woods behind. I will own that much of 
my contempt for long-range fighting dates from that 
occasion, when I was temporarily on duty with an in- 
fantry brigade, and had a very good opportunity of see- 
ing what was going on; and just as Lee’s batteries 
there threw away their fire, so it seems to me has the 
captain in his letter, where he hits everything except 
myself. 

To be brief, he blinks the real issue, which 7s “long 
range vs. short,” and tries to pin me to an issue I never 
contemplated. Luckily, I have just managed to hunt 
up a copy of my original letter of Dec. 30, which states 
my issue clearly, as against the “sweeping conclusions 
arrived at in the Belgian report,” as I understood them. 
My words were: 

“The grand conclusion enunciated seems to be in brief 
this: ‘No more muzzle-loaders; no more close action. 
The battles of the future must be fought at long range 
with breech-loading rifles.’ ” 

It was that theory that I combated, that theory that I 
agreed with Arkolay in pronouncing a “ Feigheits Theo- 
tie,” and on that ground that my letter was entitled 
“Fighting at Long Range. All the rest about particu- 
lar weapons, whatever they might be, was merely illus- 
trative of short vs. long range. 

But the captain settles all this by eg | “that is not 
the question at issue,” which might have deceived me if 
I had not found my original letter. 1 therein main- 
tained the necessity of some weapon for close quarters, 
expressing a preference for the light twelve-pounder as 
one, feeling convinced that a fair proportion of such 
weapons must remain in every army till the day of judg- 
ment. It is so easy to talk about the wonderful changes 
of modern times rendering the experience of the past 
unavailable, and yet the fallacy of such theories has 
been refuted by facts over and over again; not by the 
opinion of such or such a general or other officer, not by 
“Old Shekarry,” Louis Nolan, Arkolay, Napoleon, 
Cresar, any one, but by facts. 

Leuctra and Leuthen were fought on identically the 
same principles, and, if ever another Frederick appears, 
he will show the world the same eternal principles, as 
triumphant in the twentieth century after as in the 
twentieth century before the Christian era. Close fight- 
ing decides battles yet, and will as long as human eye- 
sight ains what it is, and markmaoliip a matter of 
as much difficulty. Kise how is it that the short-range 


needle-gun was found on the side of victory against the 
chassepot, which, the Prussians admitted, was a better 
weapon and longer in range? Because long-range firing 
begets timidity and waste of ammunition, and — its 
lack of effect tends to demoralize the party trying it. 

I might say a great deal on the side issue about the 
German and other cavalry, which the captain has intro- 
duced, were it proper here; but I must content myself 
with asa few words as the subject admits of. I make no 
attack on the Prussian cavalry. It was very good in tts 
way. It acted about the part that the historical “ bum- 
mers” did to Sherman’s army. So far so good. It per- 
formed only one part of cavalry duties, without which it 
was not fit to be called cavalry. The French didn’t even 
do that. Their cavalry was as useless—well, as useless 
as ours was up to the time that Hooker organized the 
Cavalry Corps, when no one had “ever seen a dead cay- 
alryman,” according to the general. The cause of the 
inefficiency in both cases was the same. The generals 
did not understand how to handle cavalry at all. The 
German cavalry generals understood half of their duty, 
the “ eyes and ears, ete.,” business. They did not under- 
stand the other half, how to engage cavalry at the right 
moment in a charge. 

What matters it what any one says, be it “ Shekarry,” 
Frazer’s Magazine, or any one else? Because their 
opinions are against cavalry ever being employed to 
decide battles by charges again, does that settle the 
question? I know that our cavalry did decide the day 
by their charge at the right moment at Winchester, and 
knocked Early —— than a kite. As for cavalry not 
“ acting offensively against infantry in mags, and un- 
shaken by artillery,” the idea that they would attempt 
such a piece of pigheaded folly presupposes at their head 
such another imbecile as the leader of the Balaklava 
slaughter, and has nothing to do with the question of 
their real use. 

Again, I repeat, cavalry generals, and generals who 
know how to use cav under all circumstances, don't 

w on every bush. en you have named Hannibal, 
romwell, Gustavus Adolphus, Frederick (through Seid- 
litz and Ziethen), and Sheridan, you have counted nearly 
all of them. The last has showed us what can be donv, 
even now, with cavalry ; and although he has not given 
to the world his observations on the ian war, as he 





had an opportunity of seeing it, there are sufficient ru- 





mors to the effect that he did not find very much to 
ire in the operations of either side; the principal 
lesson being to avoid the suicidal blunders made by the 
French, which gave the victory, almost unfought for, 
into the hands of their swarms of enemies, who got them 
down and trampled on them after they were whipped. 

And yet, even if Sheridan had published his observa- 
tions, I should not be entitled to quote his opinions in 
an argument. Opinions amount to nothing. Facts, 
shown by credible or undoubted testimony, have weight. 
An opinion is worthless if not founded on facts; and, 
even if so founded, the facts may have been misappre- 
hended, aud some of them overlooked, which may tend 
to modify the opinion materially in other hands. Hence 
the fallacy of citing authorities, as distinguished from 
testimony. Authorities, however high, prove nothing, 
logically. They may raise a presumption, a probability, 
but nothing is admissible in argument except certain- 
ties, or the evidence of eye-witnesses of facts. 

All which is only said to show how useless and beside 
the question are long quotations from “ Old Shekarry” 
and fugitive magazine articles, which are, after all, only 
expressions of opinion. 

Until the captain can prove that long range kills more 
men and wins more victories than close action, I must 
consider that the shield is gold. His side may be silver 
ornot. If he says it is, and gives it as testimony, not 
opinion, I believe it fully. But my side’s gold. Ill 
swear to it, and will maintain it—the next war we have. 
After all, talking and writing don’t amount to a heap of 
cornshucks. People blow about Bismarck being a great 
man; but where would he have been, with all his won- 
derful ability, if Benedek had whipped “the Boss” at 
Sadowa? Heavy battalions are worth oceans of ink, 
and the sword will wallop the pen all round the room, 
if the fellow that holds the sword knows how to use it, 
and lays on hard enough; and when the sword gets 
fairly into the middle of a long-range battery, in spite 
of all theories, how the artillerymen do “git up and 
git.” I’ve seen it ere this, and 1 fully expect to see it 
again before the year 1900. 

VOLUNTEER CAVALRYMAN. 








A HINT FOR THE REGULATION BOARD. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 
Str: There are three grades of officers—general, field, 
and company. The general are known by the star, the 
company by the bar—both well defined and arranged, as 
they now are. Not so the field officer. The distinction 
between lieutenant-colonel and major is insufficient ; and 
all field officers should be indicated by the same émblem. 
Why not make the eagle common to field officers, thus: 
Major, the eagle only; lieutenant-colonel, eagle and one 
bar at each end of the strap; colonel, eagle and two 
bars. Or this order might be reversed, leaving the col- 
onel as at present, although the other is preferable, coin- 
ciding better with principle. ; 
The merit of some such arrangement is evident. 
Xx 
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“THE LAST OF THE NAPOLEONS.” 


THE Prusso-French War of 1870-’71, if it has done 
no other good, has called forth a large number of works 
interesting and highly instructive. These works are 
principally military, but among them are others which 
are rhilosophical, political, historical, and biographical ; 
sometimes they unite the characteristics of all five, and 
are extremely valuable in their application of the lessons 
of the past for the instruction of the present and its 
guidance in the future. Among tiese amalgams is “ Le 
Dernier des Napoleons,” by an anonymous author, whose 
dedication to the quasi emperor of Mexico, Maximilian 
proclaims himself a partisan of the past and an antago- 
nist of the French Imperial family. Nevertheless, with 
all his prejudices, he is not an ungenerous foe to Louis 
Napoleon. He tells the truth, which is always bitter 
when it is depreciative, but still he does not present it 
with venom. That the book must be intrinsically 
valuable is proved by the fact that the first exemplars 
received by the trade in America belong to the second 
edition; the first, it is said, had been exhausted in 
twenty-four hours. 

As in Rossel’s “ Abridgment of the Art of War,” it 
is astonishing to obserye the demonstrative compliments 
which he lavishes upon the United States, The author 
admits that it was in obedience to the orders (/’arret 
dicté, 197) of our executive which compelled the French 
evacuation of Mexico and ruined for ever and ever the 
influence of the Latin races upon this continent, estab- 
lishing in the face of the world the “Monroe Doctrine ” 
as an accomplished fact, and realizing for our institu- 
tions the proud and irresistible supremacy of the old 
Roman Republic, in so far as they regard the New 
World. This last idea is implied, but (339) he says: 
“ Entire Europe will behold all of a sudden the American 
eagle, after having rapt, by the way, the Queen of the 
Antilles (Cuba) from Spain, occupy itself with trans- 
atlantic affairs, and influence with fearful weight the 
destinies of the monarchies of old little Europe.” 

“ History,” says the author (p. 10), “is the catechism 
of the peoples, but the peoples do not know howto read. 
History should be the compass of governments, but 
these, no more than the peoples, desire to learn except 
through their mournful personal experiences.” 

Still, when the experience is undergone, the hour to 
profit by it has almost always already struck upon the 
dial of Providence, and the avenging catastrophe drags 
both kings and pegple into the gulf of destruction. 

It would be utterly impossible in the circumscribed 
space of an article to present with due force the astonish- 
ing revelations of this book of four hundred pages. 
Suffice it to say that its author demonstrates that, with 
all his better qualities—weaknesses in their connection 
with other characteristics—Louis Napoleon was a poor 
devil, as we say (“ Ce fut un pauvre homme”); that he 
lost to France all that she had been acquiring since 





Charle e; that he sapped the basis of the Roman 
Catholic Bosinion and undermined irretrievably the 
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power of the papacy; and that he restored to the north- 
ern Protestant races the incalculable superiority which 
they developed for the overthrow of the Roman Empire— 
the Lower Empire, as he styles it, with propriety, when 
comparing it with that of Louis Napoleon. : 

Would it were possible to follow this interesting con- 
sideration throughout. How his language falls with 
scalding heat upou Bazaine—Bazaine whom he charges 
(p. 197) with being fatal to every cause confided to him ! 
Of old they said of Marshal Berwick that he made 
kings and kingdoms. Marshal Bazaine assassinated 
emperors and empires. 

Then of the end of the drama; the winding up will be 
a lightning shock, unique perhaps in the series of the 
grand misfortunes of this world, sombre and terrible as 
a tragedy of Shakespeare, worthy of the burning and 
avenging verse of Dante. 

Cavour is the hero of his scorching laudation. Scorch- 
ing because he brands while he elevates the criminal to 
the apogee of intelligence, energy, influence—Italian in- 
fluence, i. e., patriotic devotion to the best interests of his 
country. As for Bismarck, his very blame, his caustic 
criticism, his compulsory avowals, are a confession that 
the Prussian Prime Minister was the motor of men and 
the master of events; that is, as far as human capacity 
can lead or direct and rule circumstances. 

The close reader will discover in the author’s indigna- 
tion the awful respect which he entertains for the man 
who solidified the unsettled work of the great Cavour ; 
under the pressure of whose mighty capacity disinte- 
grated Germany has become an intensified unity. Dis- 
praise, such as he seeks to present like the consuming 
liquid proffered as a stirrup cup by the fairy queen 
Guendolen to King Arthur, becomes transmuted by the 
touchstone of events into the loftiest praise, the choicest 
liquor, such as wherewith to celebrate a triumph, 
crowned with the most odoriferous flowers in the golden 
goblet encrusted with priceless gems. 

Upon his own countrymen (the French) the vials of 
wrath become vases of scorching scorn; their heat is 
scarcely susceptible of increment. The only one who 
escapes is Prince Napoleon, to whom he concedes 
prescience, energy, judgment, courage; he is the man, 
the head and front of the Napoleons; as regards France, 
or, perhaps, the imperial administration, a patriot. 

The French people in mass he seems to condemn as 
emasculate, and even those who were honest he includes 
in the anathema, because they accepted Louis Napoleon 
and submitted to his yoke. Asto Paris, its politicians, 
and its press, he quotes as the answer of our American 
General Burnside to Bismarck’s question (p. 389) “ what 
he thought of Paris?” ‘ That it was a lunatic asylum 
inhabited by apes or monkeys.” 

Finally, in respect to the military misery or miscon- 
ception, he could scarcely use more forcible language. 
We have never said one-hundredth part as severe things 
of our greatest incapables. In response to Le Bouf’s 
boast that the war administration would not have to 
buy a gaiter-button if the war lasted two years, he 
answers, if he had buttons it was all that he did have. 

Le Bouf, said he, announced a stock of four millions 
of chassepot rifles ; there werefJeleven hundred.(?) The 
Bohemians, said he, improvised ambassadors ; chopists, 
generals; absinthiers, prefects and colonels; and then 
for summing up of the administrative criminality he 
says that any description would fall below the eloquence 
of the official telegrams discovered among the secret pa- 
pers of the Tuileries. From the many he selects a few ; 
of these, seven are herein presented : 

“« At Metz there is neither sugar, coffee, rice, brandy, 
salt; only a little lard and biscuit.” 

“ As yet the Fourth Corps has neither canteens, ambu- 
lances, nor transport wagons.” 

“July 24. The Third Corps has neither hospital 
attendants, commissariat employés, ambulances, trans- 
port wagons, portable ovens, train, weighing implements, 
and the Fourth Cavalry division has not even one officer 
of the Supply Department.” 

“July 28. Of eight hundred artillery harness collars, 
five hundred are too tight. What is to be done? At 
Douai, out of seventeen hundred, one-third in the same 
plight.” 

“ August 8. Sixth Corps.—Four hundred thousand 
rations of biscuits and field rations are called for. I 
have not a single one.” 

“ August 10. Marshal Canrobert: I continue to have 
neither camp-kettles nor mess-tins. Wounded and sick 
are destitute of everything. We have neither bed-ticks 
nor enough shirts or stockings and shoes.” 

But let us stop. Behold the tatters of an army ad- 
vancing at hazard in a complete anarchy to meet the 
compact avalanches of Prussia, and which have neither 
arms, nor ammunition, nor food, nor ambulances, nor 
surgeons, nor hospital attendants, nor maps, nor plans, 
nor orders, nor chief Still, here is something 
better; contemplate the crown piece of this impious 
and bloody masquerade! 

General Michel, whom the Imperial Government has 
sent to take command of a body of troops in a fortress, 
telegraphs to the War Department : 

“July 21. I have arrived at Belfort; my brigade not 
found; general of division not found. What ought I 
to do? don’t know where my regiments are!” 

This general in search of a fantastic army ia the last 
step of the improbable; it is the finishing word. 

What would the French have said of us had they 
been able to bring the slightest of these charges against 
the poorest of our improvisea armaments ? 

It is questionable if our militia at Bull Run, with ex- 
ceptions, did not stand up to be shot down ag well as 
the average of the French battalions; and everwith our 
green troops a Sedan would have been beyond the ut- 
most bonnds of the wildest improbability. 

As to Metz, compare Bazaine behind permanent works 
with Thomas in the open place of Chattanooga; or 
Thomas again at Nashville. No wonder Rossel said 
that “there (in the United States) there were defences 
of furts which ought to make all the commandants of 
strongholds in France and Alsace sink into the ground.” 





per annum. 


soldier beyond his allowance shall be 


ample failed to cast even a faint shadow across the ocean 
on a people who boast that since Louis XI., 400 years 
ago, they have possessed an army the best organized 
and administered in the whole world? ANCHOR. 








SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ HOMESTEAD AOT! 


WE published April 6 the text of the “act to enable 
honorably discharged soldiers and sailors, their widows 
and orphan children, to acquire homesteads on the pub- 
lic lands of the United States” as it was originally 
introduced. As it was essentially modified in its pas- 
sage, we reproduce it as it was finally signed by the 
President and became a law: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That every private 
soldier and officer who has served in the Army cf the Uni States 
during the recent Rebellion for ninety days, or more, and who was 
honorably discharged, and has remained loyal to the Government, 
including the troops mustered into the service of the United States 
by virtue of the third section of an act entitled “‘An act making 
appropriations for coinpleting the defences of Weshington, and for 
other purposes,” approved February 13, 1862, and every seaman, 
marine, and officer who has served in the Navy of the United 
States, orin the Marine Corps, during the Rebellion, for ninety 
days, and who was honorably discharged, and has remained loyal 
to the Government, shall, on compliance with the provisions of an 
act entitled ‘* An act to secure homesteads to actual settlers on the 
public domain,” and the acts amendatory thereof, as hereipafter 
modified, be entitled to enter upon and receive patents for a quantity 
of public lands (not minera!) not exceeding one hundred and sixty 
acres, or one quarter-section, to be taken in compact form acco; 
to legal subdivisions, including the alternate reserved sections of 
public lands along the line of any railroad or vther public work not 
otherwise reserved or appropriated, and other lands subject to 
entry under the homestead laws oi the United States: Provided, 
That said homestead settler shall be allowed six months after lo- 
cating his homestead within which to commence his settlement and 
improvement: And provided also, That the time which the home- 
stead settler shall have served in the Army, Navy, or Marine Cor 
aforesaid, shall be deducted fromm the time heretofore required to 
—— title, or if disch on account of wounds received, or 

isability incurred in the line of duty, then the term of enlistment 
shall be deducted from the time heretofore required to perfect title, 
without reference to the length of time he may have served: Pro- 
vided, however, That no patent shall issue to any homestead settler 
who has not resided upon, improved, and cultivated his said home- 
stead for a period of at least one year after he shall commence his 
improvements as aforesaid. 

Src. 2, That any person entitled under the provisions of the 
foregoing section to enter a homestead, who = have heretofore 
entered under the homestead laws a quantity of land less than one 
hundred and sixty acres, shall be permitted to enter under the pro- 
visions of this act so much land as, when ed to the quantity 
previously entered, shall not exceed one hundred and sixty acres. 

Sxc. 3. That in case of the death of any person who would be 
entitled to a homestead under the provisions of the first section of 
this act, his widow, if unmarried, or in case of her death or mar- 
riage, then his minor orphan children, by a guardian duly’appointed 
and officially accredited at the Department of the Interior, shall be 
entitled to all the benefits enumerated in this act, subject to all the 
provisions as to settlement and improvements therein contained : 
Provided, That if such person died during his term of enlistment, 
the whole term of his enlistment shall be deducted from the time 
heretofore required to perfect the title. 

Sec. 4, That where a party at the date of his entry of a tract of 
land under the homestead laws, or subsequently theretu, was 
actually enlisted and employed in the Army or Navy of the United 
States, his services therein shall, in the administration of said 
homestead law, be construed to be equivalent, to all intents and 
purposes, to a residence for the same length of time upon the tract 
so entered: Provided, That if his entry has been cancelled by 
reason of his absence from said tract while in the military or naval 
service of the United States, and such tract has not been disposed 
of, his entry shall be restored and confirmed: And provided further, 
That if such tract has been disposed of, said party may enter 
another tract subject to entry under said laws; and his right to a 
patent thergfor shall be determined by the proofs touching his 
residence and cultivation of the first tract, and his absence there- 
from in such service. 

Szo. 5. That any soldier, sailor, marine, officer, or other person 
coming within the provisions of this act may, as well by an agent 
as in person, enter upon said homestead: Provided, That said 
claimant in person shall, within the time prescribed, commence 
settlements and improvements on the same, and thereafter fulfill 
all the requirements of this act. 

Sec. 6. That the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall 
have authority to make all needful rules and regulations to carry 
into effect she provisions of this act. 

Approved Aprn +, 1¢79, 





The Senate on Tuesday, the 9th inst., passed the fol- 
lowing bills, in addition to those referred to in the ARmy 
AND NAVY JOURNAL of last week : 

Mr. Coburn’s House bill to provide that minors shall 
not be enlisted in the military service of the United 
States without the consent of parents or guardians, with 
aslight amendment. It provides that mo person under 
the age of twenty-one years shall be enlisted or muster- 
ed into the military service of the United States with- 
out the written consent of his parents or guardians, if 
such minor shall have parents or guardians entitled to 
his custody and control. In case any officer knowingly 
violates the provisions of the act by the enlistment or 
muster of a minor, he shall be liable to be arrested and 
tried by a court-martial, and, upon conviction, shall be 
dismissed from the service, or suffer such other punish- 
ment as such court may direct. 

The Senate bill to authorize the sale of the public 
property at Augusta, Georgia. The House Military 
Committee will report this bill in connection with Gen- 
eral Slocum’s bill to dispose of certain arsenals. 

The House Military Committee will report in favor of 
concurring in the Senate amendment to the House bill, 
No. 1,776, declaring the lands constituting the Fort Col- 
lins military reservation, in the Territory of Colorado, 
subject to pre-emption and homestead entry only as pro- 
vided for in existing laws. 

The following bill passed the Senate April 9. It has 
yet to pass the ordeal of the House» 

Beis enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 


United States of America in C ess assembled, That any enlisted 
man of the Army may deposit his savings, in sums of not less than 


Szo. 3. Thatthe money value of all clothing overdrawn by the 


ing, he having drawn less than his allowance, shall not {be paid to 
him until his final from the service. 

Src. 4. That the system of deposits herein established shall be 
carried into execution under such regulations as may be established 
by the Secretary of War. . 

Sxc. 5. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro- 
vis:ons of this act are hereby repealed. 








A PRELIMINARY meeting of New England cavalry- 
men was held at the Parker House, Boston, Aprfl 15, at 
8:30 o’clock P. M., to make arrangements for the national 
reunion of the cavalry of all the armies of the United 
States, to be held in Cleveland, Ohio, on the 8th of May 
next. General Horace Binney Sargent was chosen 
President, and Colonel A. H. Stevens Secretary of the 
meeting. The President read the Constitution of the 
Cavalry Corps of the United States, which, he said was 
originally the “ Society of the Cavalry Arm of the Army 
of the Potomac,” but was now enlarged to include the 
various cavalry corps of the armies of the United States, 
and it was desirable that every cavalryman should be a 
member of this society. Letters were read from the sec- 
retary of the society, Major Irvine Whitehead, of New 
York, relative to.the reduction of fares, stating that 
through tickets from New York to Cleveland and return 
over Pennsylvania Road had ‘been reduced to seventeen 
dollars and eighty cents. It is expected that the roads 
in the East will make a similar reduction. The object of 
the reunion in May is the perfecting of the organization 
of the cavalry regiments of all the Gnion armies. The 
cavalrymen of the country number about 250,000; those 
from the west will turn out en masse, and it is hoped that 
a large delegation will be present from the East. Gen- 
eral Sheridan has provided a hall for the reception of 
troopers in Oleveland, and every arrangement will be 
made to render the gathering successful and entertain- 
ing. Captain Frothingham of the Third Massachusetts 
Cavalry, Captain Rogers of the First Maine, and the 
President of the meeting, were appointed a committee 
on the notification of the Posts of New England and 
to make arrangements with the different Eastern rail- 
roads for the reduction of fares, of which due notice 
will be given. The meeting was adjourned to meet in 
~ ne House on Monday the 29th of April, at 3 
o’clock. 








TuE House Committee on Military Affairs has ogrend 
to report the Senate bill, fixing the pay of the enlisted 
men of the Army, with amendments increasing the pay 
of ordnance sergeants at posts to $34 per month, and 
striking out the section relating to a deposit by soldiers 
of a portion of their pay, which is more fully provided 
for in a Senate bill relating to that subject. The latter 
bill wasjalso agreed te by the Committee. The Commit- 
tee will also report for passage the Senate bill to increase 
the pay of superintendents of national cemeteries, with 
an amendment making the pay from $40 to $50 instead 
of from $75 to $100, as provided in the Senate bill. 








AT a special meeting of the members of Company M, 
Fourth Cavalry, at their quarters in San Antonio, Texas, 
March 31, 1872, of which Valentine M. Patterson was 
president and Charles Harney secretary, the following 
preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted : 
Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God, in his wisdom, to take 
from our midst our friend and esteemed brother soldier Trumpeter 
David Doyle, therefore, be it : 
Resolved, That while the members of this company mourn aloyed 
comrade gone, we do not forget those near and to him. 
Resolved, ‘That to the relatives and friénds of our departed com- 
rade we tender our heartfelt sympathies in this their hour of deep- 


est affliction. 
ae That Core peietions be ae ee fn the Azur axD 
AVY JOURNAL ani elphia er, ani ta o 
P ind a copy »=-~-4ined in 


same be sent to relatives of the dece 


the company. y AusNTINE M, Parrerson, President. 
CHARLES Harney, Secretary. 








Tue Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial Association has 
decided to proceed immediately to indicate the positions 
on the field occupied by the New York and Minnesota 
troops during the battle, to the extent of the — 
tions made by the Legislatures of these States. Proposals 
will be immediately invited to erect granite obeliske, 
which are to bear indication inscriptions. The latter 
are to be supervised by committees of New York and 
Minnesota military officers and citizens. The New 
York appropriation is nearly large enough to complete 
the indication of the positions occupied, and the import- 
ant part performed by the New York soldiers and offi- 
cers. The indication of positions occupied by the troops 
of other States will be commenced as soon as the requi- 
site appropriations are made by the different Legisla- 
tures. 

Facts Fror THE LADIEs.—Mrs. E. A. MacRae, Shoe 
Heel, N. ©., has used her Wheeler & Wilson Lock- 
Stitch Sewing Machine since 1857 with perfect success 
in every respect, stitching the clothing for thirty colored 
servants and a large family of whites, and Army cloth- 
ing and hospital bedding during the war, without the 
slightest repair. It is nowas good as when bought. 

See the new improvements and Wood’s Lock-Stitch Rip- 


per. 














LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE, 
Tux following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 


office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 





ve dollars, with any Army payma*ter, who shall furnish him a ? ‘ 
oe in which shall be entered the name of the peymaster the Dead-Letter Office, Washington 
and of the soldier, and the amount, date, and place of such de- ARMY. 
posit. The money so deposited shall be accounted for in the same pony 
manner as other public funde, and sh»Jl pass to the credit of the e 
appropriation for the pay of the Army, and shall not be subject to | Baker, J. H., Captain. How, N. E., Colonel. 
forfeiture of court martial, but shall be forfeited by desertion, and her, B. H., Captain. Vol khausen, R., Cw : 
shall not be permitted te be paid until final payment on discharge, | Lawrence, 8. 8., Cap WwW C. By ae 
or to the = - a deceased —— cag wine Poh 5 nace tain. aaa ptain. 

1.2. That for any sums of not less than fi't; e . APRIL 

inn hen the period of six months, or lo ger, the soldier, on Peown, oJ P., oe Fowsoa, w. H.. Captain 
final discharge, shall be paid interest at the rate of four per centum a ri i it. — ee 4 a 


Letters have been received at this office for the following persons : 


Captain W. J. Broateh, late U. 8. Army ; Captain G. Vernon, late 








Rufus Ingalls! Rufus Ingalls, had your great ex- 


ag every 
i the muster-roll of his company, or on his final 
eae eae discharged. The amognt due him for cloth- 


U.8.A.; John McCarg, State Quartermaster, N. Y¥.8. Vols. 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Seventa Ivrantry.—If the manner of its execution of 
the battalion movements, the appearance, strength, and gen- 
eral esprit de corps of the Seventh regiment at its drill on 
Tompkins Square on Thursday afternoon of last week did 
not sufficiently maintain its reputation as the finest body of 
Citizen soldiery in the world, we do not know what more is 
required. We, like others, have sometimes been partially 
persuaded that among the numerous first class National 
Guard commands of the country there might be at least one 
of equal excellence; but the more we watch the progress of 
these ds, and pare their mov ts with thuse of 
the Seventh as witnessed on all military occasions, the more 
we are convinced that the Seventh has as yet no equal in the 
National Guard—aye, not even in the enterprising and pro- 
gressive First division of New York State. If not found 
there, where then shall we Ieok for it in the National Guard 
of the country? The pride exhibited by every individual 
member of the regiment is not equalled in any similar mili- 
tary command. It is this pride which keeps its ranks well 
filled, and wakes it fear neither the envy of rival organiza- 
tions or the sharp poiats of its critics’ pons or tongues. The 
Seventh, we are pleased to say, has hosts of imitators, but, 





The members sat down to a fine collation, and after its dis- 
cussion, Mr. Marshall, an ex-member, in well-chosen terme, 
presented the ‘‘timepiece,’’ and at the same time paid a 
handsome tribute to the excellent record of the recipient. 
Captain ‘‘Don Alonzo” was almost too much “taken 
aback’? to reply, or acknowledge immediately the kind 
opinions of his asssciates, but he finally found words equal 
to the occasion. Speeches followed by General Authon, 
former member of the company, Colonel Clark, and many 
others, the whole affair terminating pleasantly. Company C 
is now on the “left,” and bids fair to soon become one «f 
the strongest companies of the regiment. 





Ninta Inrantryr.—The Ninth, it is reported, has selected 
a prominent civilian for its commander, in the person of Mr 
Robert G. Gregg, a wealthy resident of New York, who, it 
is stated, proposes, if elected, to place the regiment in a simi- 
lar if not superior position to what it held under its late 
commander, Colonel Fisk. The Ninth apparently still pre- 
fers wealth to military capacity, and we trust ere long will 
reach the summit of its ambition in the possession of a wea'thy 
figure~head, and numbers equal if not superior to those of the 
Seventh. Perhaps it may then be disposed to cultivate an 
ambition more worthy of its character as a military organi- 
saticn. We, however, for the sake of the regiment, trust 
that the question of coloneley will be soon settled.! 





we regret to say, no equal. Its last drill season has been 
most successful, and its progress and improvement, as ex- 
hibited on Tompkins Square last week, manifest to every 
observer of that drill. The regiment made its appearance 
en the ground about 5 o’clock, marchiog in column of fours 
from the armory, and entering the Square in silent tread, 
without music or sound of drum, in handsome styie. The 
day was beautiful, and the ground in excellent condition for 
drill; and the regiment never presented a handsomer ap- 
pearance to the military eye than when it entered the 
grounds, some 500 strong, in solid and sileat column, its 
march steady, and its well-polished muskets and bayonets 
glistening in the sunlight. This, with the ever attractive 
gray fatigue and white cross-belts of the men, lent an effect 
to the whole scene that one could not fail to admire. The 
regiment wasted no time, but without ado immediately fermed 
column of division, and proceeded to the execution of a pre- 
scribed number of battalion movements as found in the first 
half of the school, as follows : 


To march by the flank (955) ; column of fours on the left 
close column by division (1,157); deployment of column in 
mass (1,201) ; to ploy the battalion into close column by di- 
vision on fifth division left in front (1,131); deployment of 
column in mass (1,212); to march in line of battle (891); to 
march in retreat in line of battle (909) ; to halt the battalion 
(920) ; captains rectify the aligoment (924) ; general align- 
ment (925); passage of obstacles (third, fourth, seventh, and 
eigbth companies) (946) ; te break into column of fours from 
the right, to march to the left (965); column of fours left 
front into line (986) ; to break from the right by company, 
to march to the left (1,030); to march in column at full dis- 
tance (1,035) ; change of direction in colamn at full distance 
(1,060) ; to halt the column (1,067) ; column at full distance 
to the left into line of battle (1,069); to break by company 
to the right into columa (1.001) ; column at full distance left 
front into line of battle (1,099); to break to the rear by the 
right into column (1,021); right front into line, face to the 
rear (1,110) ; change front forward on right company (1,336) ; 
to break to the rear by the right into column (1,021). 

The drill was commendable for its smovthness and gen- 


eral frewa.— from errors on the part of officers and men. 
The careful and winute Werettug, «0 sh. anmsceens.seiiies 2m 


the ground failed to detect a flaw deserving of serious atten- 
tion. The advance and retreat in line was especially com- 
mendable, with so large a frontage, and the ingenious 
methods devised by company guides in losing or taking 
groand, in preserving alignment, very striking. The pas- 
gage of obstacles in the advance was well done, and the ad- 
vance and retreat without halting, the handsomest we ever 
witnessed. The different changes of front were particularly” 
perfect, and the execution of the movement of breaking from 
right and left to march in opposite direction really very 
beautiful. Now and then some captious critic would dis- 
cover a guide facing in wrong direction or taking an errone- 
eus position, or a careless file-closer retaining his musket at 
a ‘fright shoulder ’’ when coming to a halt, or the left gen- 
eral guide’s failure to keep on a line with the colors in 
marching in line of battle, or a few inattentions of this na- 
ture; but the only mistake of any consequence whatover 
was in deployment of column in mass. In this the chief of 
the second division (fourth in line) in deploying to the right 
on the head of column, after uncovering the leading division, 
commanded, Fours left, Marca; HAtt--instead of Fours 
left, Marcu, Forwarp; Guide right (Upton, par. 1,205). 
This error caused delay and excessive-dressing. The drill, 
however, without exception, was the best ever held on these 
grounds, and in the estimation of many the best the Seventh 
has held in ten years. The turnout was the usual strength 
of the regiment on parade (ten commands of twenty-two 
files), and Colonel Clark was the only officer of the field 
mounted. 

At the termination of the drill the members of Company C 
adjourned to a restaurant in Lafayette Place ostensibly to 
celebrate the birthday of one of its members, but in reality 
to surprise their commandant, Captain Don Alonzo Pollard, 
by formally presenting him with an elegant gold watch and 
chain, in just appreciation of his qualities as a soldier and 
comrade. Under the » direct ion of Sergeant Rader, the regi- 


ment’s historian and keeper of archives, and a few of the 
veteran and active members of the company, the pleasant 


series by wing are ordered as follows: Right wing, Compa- 


Drills by division having ceased in the regiment, the first 


nies A, F, E, I, and K, April 19; left wing, Companies B, 
C, D, H, and G, April 23. Roll call of companies at 7:45 P. m. 
Liae will be formed at 8 Pp. m. precisely. The following have 
been expelled from the regiment for neglect of duty and vio- 
lation of company by-laws: F.T. Pach, B. F. Andrews, A. 
Bonneville, C. C. Betts, W. H. Eaton, J. Y. Hamilton, W. 
C. Morris, J. McDermott, C. A. Notton, A. S. Pearse, C. B. 
Pitt, V. D. Renwick, ali of Company K ; Geo. Adams, M. 
Fennerty, Robert M. Gillan, Henry Kimberly, John Kelly, 
William Mace, James E. Staples, M. Dunn, C. O’Brien, all 
of Company C; W. C. Sherwood, Company F, drummer. 
These expulsions are approved and confirmed by Licutenant- 
Colonel Braine, commanding. 

The anniversary of the departure of the regiment for the 
war in 1861 will be celebrated on the 27th of May next by a 
dinner. The members have adopted a uniform hat of the 
broad brim pattern, and expect to make quite a ‘ dis- 
tinguished ” display in this useful head-covering when 
they parade at head of the “ actives.’’ 

During the winter the associatien has been meetirg rezu- 
larly every month, and now has many members, and is in a 
most prosperous condition, and on the 27th of May will 
parade with the regiment. 

At the drills announced above Lieutenant -Colonel Braine 
will assume again command for the first time since his recent 
severe illness. A prominent Regular Army officer will, it is 
stated, review the regiment on the 27th of May, on which 
occasion the regiment will parade in full dress uniform, 
white trousers. Brevet Brigadier-General and ex-Colonel 
John H. Wilcox is also mentioned as the ‘ coming 
colonel” of the Ninth. This would be a good selection, as 
the past record of this officer is above reproach. 


Sixty-ninta [nrantrr.—A battalion drill by wing (Com- 
panies A, E, F, H, and K) was held by this -omwand at the 
--eimental armory on Thursday evening; Companies B, C, 
D, G, and I assemble for same purpose April 26. The regi- 
ment will assembie at the State Arsenal in full dress uniform 
April 30. Assembly at 7:45 o’clock P. m. 

The concert and ball given by the regimental band, under 
the direction of Mr. Thomas Manahan, at the Academy of 
Music, on Tuesday evening, in a pecuniary sense was far 
from successful. Mr. Manahan evidently made a mistake 
when he undertook to fill so large a building with ‘ickets at 
five dollars each, and has undoubtedly been tau; ht a lesson he 
will never forget. The band music was very excellent, and 
deserved the applause it received from the extremely limited 
audience, particularly the selections from the opera of 
Lurline and portions of the fantasia containing popular Irish 
airs. The composition ‘Come back to Erin,” introducing 
voices, was weak, and a failure, and had better not been 
attempted, as far as the voices were concerned. The band, 
however, despite drawbacks, created a good impression, and 
we regret the limited audience. At the conclusion of the 
concert, or about 11:30 Pp, M., the floor was crowded (?) with 
some fifty people, and dancing introduced. The toilets of 
many of those on the floor were very elegant and costly. 
Colonel Cavanaugh, Lieutenant-Colonel Dempsey, and a few 
other officers of the regiment, were present, and Colonel 
Spencer and staff were among the guests. 


TWwEnNtY-E1GHTaA (BATTALION) Inrantry.—This command 
has lately been indulging in battalion movements at its 
armory, Brooklyn, E. D. The movements have not been 
extensive, nor has the turnout been equal to expectations, or 
the battalion executions up to the mark ; still improvement 
is visible generally, which is encouraging to both the batta- 
lion and its commander. On Monday evening of last week 
we witnessed a drill of Companies A, C, and G, under the in- 
struction of Colonel Burger, which, without going into spe- 
cific detail, we must declare unsatisfactory in its results. 
The three companies were equalized into four commands of 
eight files each, and the adjutant in forming the line directed 
the color company and the third company in line to form on 
the colors, and the general guides to be posted on the outside 





surprise was admirably arranged and carried into effect. 








minor mistakes were made in the formation, but were recti- 
fied by Colonel Burger. The adjutant failed to give the 

command “‘front’’ when the ranks were opened—an omis- 

sion by the way on his part, which he should endeavor 

to avoid. He, however, is somewhat new in the businese, 

and will doubtless ia time become a good officer. The head- 

quarter portion of his duties are beyond reproach, and ahead 

of anythiog the regiment ever had. The movements exe- 
cuted were few and simple, and ordinarily performed. Colo- 
nel Burger has made many improvewents in the battalion, 

and it bids fair now to become one of the best German com- 
mands in the service. n the 22d the regiment will celebrate 
its anniversary of departure to the field of battle, by a bal 
at its armory. 

Twenty-THIRD Inrantry.--On Saturday evening the 
fourth of the series of social concerts given by this command 
was held at Burnham’s Academy, Brooklyn, and in point of 
attendance and music was manifestly the most successful 
yet held. These concerts have been surprisingly attended 
by the elite of Brooklyn, and when the price of admission is 
considered (fifty cents) perhaps many will wohder how it has 
been possible to make them so characteristically select. 
This is due to the character of the Twenty-third and the 
excellence of its regimental band, and we trust all future 
events of the regiment will be as successful as the concerts 
given to unilorm its band. Yet, while praising the concerts, 
the band, and the social influence which draws so select 
assemblages, we must regret the general absence of the offi- 
cers of the regiment thus far at these concerts. To the in- 
defatigable energies of ,Major Partridge, Captain Truslow, 
Lieutenant Story, and a few others, the successful manage- 
ment of these pleasant reunions is largely due, andit is their 
energies, combined with the excellent music of Messrs. Papst 
and Conterno, that has contributed not a little to the success 
of the series. The concert on the evening of the 27th inst. 
will close the season, and the net results we feel assured will 
more than meet expectations. The uniform of the band is 
to be something unique as well as novel in pattern and style, 
and the regiment this fall or sooner expect to make a great 
display with its fine band in handsome uniform. 

Since the passage of the $160,000 armory bill by the Legis. 
lature the ‘‘stock ’’ of the Twenty-third has greatly advanced, 
although nothing definite is yet decided upon relative to the 
proposed use of the amount. The Rink has been offered at 
$100,000, and allowing the remainder of the appropriation 
for improvement it would do very well. 
learn, however, are in favor of an entirely new building, in 
which case we think the regiment would obtain an armory 
better suited to its size and taste. The several companies of 
the regiment are about closing the season, as customary, 
with semi-exhibition drills, and the first of these will be beld 
by Company B, Captain Truslow, atthe State Arsenal, Brook- 
lyn, next Wednesday evening. This company is one of the 
moet flourishing of the regiment, and has an enthusiastic 
soldier for its commander. 


The supervisors, we 


ARTILLERY Repvuctions.—General Headquarters is per- 
forming good service by consolidating and disbanding a por- 
tion of the State artillery. The time for regiments and bat- 
talions of artillery for National Guard service is past, and 
what the State now requires is Gatling or howitzer batteries. 
General Orders from Albany announce the consolidation o¢ 
batteries A and B of the battalion of artillery, Twenty-fourth 
brigade, which will hereafter be known and designated as 
the ‘‘ Battery of Artillery, Twenty-fourth brigade.’’ The 
following named officers will be retained as offivers of the 
consolidated battery, viz.: Captain, Paul Birchmeyer ; first 
lieutenants, Conrad Mayer and Henry Wirges ; second lieu- 
tenants, Fridoline Stauble and George Lederman. Batteries 
A and B of the battalion of artillery, Twenty fifth brigade, 
are likewise consolidated, and will hereafter be known and 
designated as the ‘‘ Battery of Artillery, Twenty fifth bri- 


ade.’’ The following named officers will be retained as 
officers of the consolidated battery, viz.: Captain, Joseph 


Erbelding; first lieutenants, Rufus K. Dryer and Ed- 
mund J. Kelly; second lieutenants, William A. Thein 
and John C. Martin. All officers of the batta- 
lions consolidated by the preceding paragraphs, and 
not specified therein, are rendered supernumerary, but 
will not be relieved from accountability for public property 
in their possession or for whish they may be responsible, 
until they shall have received certificates of non indebted- 
ness from the proper State officers. All ordnance and quar- 
termaster stores, with other public property in the posses- 
sion of the organizations hereby consolidated, will be im- 
mediately collected and turned over to Brigadier-General 
Jobn A. Green and Brigadier-General Charles H. Clark, re- 
pectively, who will hold the same subject to further orders 
from this office. Immediately on the completion of the con- 
solidations herein provided, the commanding officers of each 
organization will make requisition for such ordnance and 
ordnance stores as may be required to equip a battery of 
six guns. The following named officers are charged with the 
execution of this order, viz.: Brigadier-General John A. 
Green,in so far as relates to the battalion of artillery, Tw. nty- 
fourth brigade, and Brigadier-General Charles H. Clark, in 
so far as relates to the battalion of artillery, Twenty-fith 
brigade. 

Eiegnta Inrantry.—This command, Colonel Scott, will 
give a military and civic promenade concert and hop at its 
new armory, 226 West Twenty-third street, on Tuesday 





of these two companies ; in addilion to this, several other 


evening neX We congratulate the regiment and its com- 








Rages" 
mL 









wil; 
its 


day 





Aprm 20, 1872. 


BULIDUE sda el 


phan sagernen oS 
urs 





ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


581 

















mander on its success, at last in obtaining suitable apart- 
ments for drill and headquarter purposes. The ‘‘ Washing- 
ton Grays” have waited long, and now deserve all that can 
be bestowed upon them. 


Finst Inrantry.—This command will assemble at the 
arsenal in full uniform for drill on the 2d of May at 8 Pp. u. 
Drills by division are now being held, and will continues 
during the present month. The changes in the uniform of 
officers, as made by a vote of the Board of Officers, will be 
carried into effect without delay. The commandant will be 
present at the regimental headquariers on Tuesday evening 
of each week at 8 o’clock until further orders. The staff and 
non-commissioned staff are directed to report to the com- 
mandant on such evenings at that hour, and any failure to 
promptly comply with this order will compel a request for 
the resignation of any delinquent staff officer and the reduc- 
tion to the ranks of any delinquent non-commissioned staff 
officer. The commandant will hold commanding officers of 
companies to a strict accountability for any failure to lite- 
rally comply with the provisions of the Military Cede in all 
matters touching regimental courts-martial. The death of 
First Lieutenant George F. Heil, of Company F—who has 
been connected with the regiment since its organization, and 
has always proved himself a good soldier and a true man— 
is announced, and the officers of this command are ordered 
to wear the usual badge of mourning for the space of thirty 
daye. 


Forty-saventa Inrantray.—This command held its sec- 
ond drill in street firing, on Monday evening, which was far 
more satisfactory to all concerned than the first. We have 
received the following communication relative to ‘‘ Austen’s 
Tactics,’’ and of the drill, of which we wrote in the last num- 
ber of the JouRNAL : 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: By what authority does Colonel Austen drill his regi 
ment in a tactics in opposition to those laid down for the use 
and guidance of the military of this State ? If he has a right 
to drill by his own tactios, then any officer can diseard Up- 
ton altogether. And again, if he cannot maintain discipline 
among his own men, he should not find fault with the spec- 
tators for not desiring to stay and witness an inferior drill. 
The complaint was not of their talking, but of the noise 
made by their feet on the floor in passing out. A number 
of men from other regiments of the division were present on 
purpose to study the principles of the drill, and under the 
circumstances it was, to say the least, ungentlemanly to turn 
them out ‘before the drill was half over. I. 

Our correspondent in theory is correct as regards the ques— 
tion of deviation from the authorized mode of street firing in 
the Tactics; he, however should recollect that Upton does 
not prescribe in his tactics any system of bandling troops in 
the confines of a street in opposition to s lawless mob. As 
forthe system prescribed in the State regulations it is im- 
practicable and in many respects wholly unadapted for the 
use of Lroops armed with breech-loaders, cr for use in con 
junction with a howitzer battery. Colonel Austen’s system 
is an endeavor to obviate these defeats, and introduce some- 
thing which the State at some time may adopt. The practice 
of the Forty-seventh is perfectly legitimate, and Colonel 
Austen deserves great praise for his energy and enterprise in 
a very important drill feature of the National Guard. The 
clearing the room of spectaturs at tho drill was merely an 
error of judgment. 


Firtu Inrantry.—The grand dinner given by the offi- 
cers of this command last week at the Metropolitan Hotel 
was one of the most notable and successful ever held by the 
‘*Old Jefferson Guard.’? Colonel ‘‘ Charlie” presided, 
the number of distinguished gentlemen present waslarge, the 
viands choice, and the whole affair conspicuously decorous 
and social. The Fifth is recruiting rapidly, and its com- 
mander proposes establishing a recruiting tent on Tompkins 
Square ere long. A newand spacious armory is in imme- 
diate prospective, and every matter flourishes like a ‘‘ green 
bay tree.’’ 


REVIEW OF THE First AND Seconp Divisions.—-Governor 
Hoffman will review in New York city these two divisions of 
the State National Guard on ‘ Decoration Day,’’ May 30. 
The review will be in fact merely a conjoint paradeof the two 
finest bodies of National Guard troops in this country. We 
trust the excellent appearance of the troops, and the unsat- 
isfactory effect of a review in the narrow streets of the city, 
will impress forcibly upon his Excellency the immediate ne- 
cessity for still further efforts toward obtaining a parade 
ground suitable for manceuvring so large a body of troops 
as the First division. The Governor, in our opinion, fails to 
fully comprehend the difficulty to which the Second division 
is subjected in transporting itself to and from New York for 
& mere strect parade; and we feel satisfied that a much 
handsomer display could be given by the Second division on 
its own fine parade ground adjoining Prospect Park, Brook- 
lyn. Itis true the First division has visited Brooklyn and 
used the Second division parade grounds for drill and re 
view, but it was only through the courtesy of Brooklyn and 
because the First had no other place within reach suitable 
for the evolutions and ceremonies of a parade. The attempt 
to review 10,000 men in the narrow streets of a city is per- 
fectly farcical. Moreover there is no reason why the citizens 
of Brooklyn should visit New York to witness a display of 
the Second division when they have at hand so excellent a 
parade-ground. Undoubtedly many of the members of the 
Second division would like the novelty of parading in New 
York, but, in our estimation, it isan uncalled-for waste of 

















time. Let us have two reviews, and if the Governor car- 
not! devote this amount of necessary time to an inspection 
of the State troops, let the whole affair be postponed until he 
can find leisure to devote himself for a day or two to one of 
the most important duties of the Commander-in-Chief, that 
of examining into the efficiency of the troops under his com- 
mand. 


Tue Brooxtyn Armories.--The Brooklyn Eayle, in a 
recent editorial, indulges in some thoughtful but somewhat 
critical remarks relative to the efforts made by the Twenty- 
third and Thirteenth Iafantry for new armories. Since then, 
however, the legislative bill of the Twenty-third regiment 
has passed, and the appropriation of $160,000 for this pur- 
pose has become a law. We condense from the Eagle as fol- 
lows : 


Whatever promotes the efficiency of the National Guard by facil- 
itating its organization will find favor with all citizens, so far as 1t 
is consistent with prudent and economical administration. ‘The 
militia is a police force. Happily it is one rarely brought into active 
service, but when called upon it Les never failed. On several occa- 
sions in the neighboring e:ty it has successfully supported the civil 
police, which without its aid might have been unabie to cope with 
sudden mob violence, It is nut necessary, however, that the mili- 
tia shall be actually on duty in order to perform an import part in 
the preservation of order. The mere knowledge of its existence 
exerts such an influence. The sv called ‘dangerous classes,” inci- 
dent to every community, might be far more difficult to manage 
did they not know that # strong body of armed and disciplined men 
was ready, at the shortest notice, to meet and put down -~ com- 
biaed movement against the peace of society. The National Guard, 
then, should be maintuined, and the accommodation of the officers 
and men should be duly cared for. In opposing the bill now before 
the Legislature, authorizing the expenditure of some $160,000 for a 
new urmory for the Twenty-third regiment, the Eagle is not un- 
mindful of the special fact that te corps is a very admirable organ- 
ization, er of the general fact that the militia, regarded solely from 
a police point of view, is a cheap and valuable e-tablishment. If 
the Twenty-third be provided with a new armory one of two con- 
sequences must follow. LKither a new armory must be provided for 
each of the other regiments or their numbers and efficiency will be 
impaired. Young men, fired with military ardor, naturally enough 
incline to a connection with the “‘crack corps.” The favored com- 
mand, with its brand new building, ample drill-rooms, and complete 
appointinents, would readily fill iis ranks, while the less fortunate 
commands, in old and unattractive quarters, would find recruitin; 
slow work. The Twenty-third would overshadow the Thirteent 
and Fourteenth, and if it did not actually deplete their membershi 
would inevitably discourage enlistwents in those regiments. Suc 
favoritism with such results neither the public nor the authorities 
can approve. If the Twenty-third gets its armory it would be 
churlish to refuse the Thirteenth and Fourteenth an armory apiece, 
and to grant their request would be tv charge the county with three 
costly buildings instead of one. If, on other hand, the applications 
of the last two be rejected their partial demoralization may be ex- 
pected, to the injury of the local militia. Competition in the Na- 
tional Guard is wholesome, but such a rivalry as is implied ina 
struggle for armories must be deprecated. When the demand for 
further mhtary accommudation becomes imperative, the accommo- 
dation can be provided without favoritism and upon a more eco- 
nomical plan than the partisan’ of the rival regiments have sug- 
gested. It is believed that an armory and drill-rooms, fully equi: 
ped and appointed, ample for tle use of the three regiments, can 
built at an expense not largely exceeding the sum proposed to be 
expended for one. 


Various Irems.—-Captain John Kissel, formerly of the 
Thirty-second regiment, is very active in organizing the 
‘* Burger Rifles ’’--a new company—fcr the Twenty-eighth 
battalion...... The Separate Troop, Eleventh brigade, Second 
division, go on a target excursion June 5......Lieutenant 
Wm. Heerdt, of the Forty-seventh regiment, anticipates 
higher honors in the Twenty-eighth battalion, it is said....., 
The proceedings, findings, and sentences of the G. C. M. of 
the Third brigade, First division, held in pursuance of G. 0. 
No. 2, dated February 5, 1872, are approved by Brigadier- 
General J. M. Varian, ecommanding......There will be a bat- 
talion drill or the Twenty-eighth on Monday evening, and of 
the Thirty-second on Tuesaay Cvculug, wt Hiugo vvuury ar 
mory, Brooklyn...... In our remarks on the drill of the 
Seventy-first last week we omitted to consider the ill condi- 
tion of the officer in command. Lieutenant-Colonel Vose 
we have always deemed a perfectly competent officer, and in 
our remarks we intended no reflection to the contrary. 
But it appears on that evening he assumed command from 
sheer necessity, and while suffering from wounds received at 
the Connemaugh railroad accident afew weeks since. Under 
the circumstances perhaps any officer would have fallen into 
error. By the way, the regiment hold a full-dress drill at 
the State Arsenal on the 29th instant......Company G@ 
(Brooklyn City Guard) in the selection of its new comman- 
der has used excellent judgment. Captain Williams is one 
of the best tacticians in the division, and highly esteemed 
for his personal qualities as an officer and a gentleman...... 
The Fourteenth held a full-dress inspection at the State 
Arsenal, Brooklyn, on Thursday evening...... The Seventh 
drill on Tompkins Square next Thursday afternoon at 4:30. 
seooee We regret that an officer like Colonel Cooper, of the First, 
should permit General Orders to be issued so erroneoure 
ly arranged......company F, Captain Clin Ranald, was 
‘at Home” on Wednesday evening, and eutertained its 
friends in its handsomely fitted up rooms in royal style. 





OUT-OF TOWN ITEMS. 


Ruope Istanp.—We have received copies of the new mili- 
tia law of this State, ordered to be printed by the Legislature, 
but as yet have not had time to look over it thoroughly. 
It is based, however, on the law governing the troops of New 
York State. Last month the officers of the State 
militia held a “ military convention ” at Providence for the 
purpose of discussing the new militia bill before the Legis- 
lature. At this meeting twenty-three out of the twenty-five 
organizations were represented. The new military bill was 
taken up, and sixteen out of the twenty-three were in its 
favor. A few, however, suggested modifications. The New- 
port Artillery, and some three or four other ‘‘charter’’ 
commands, would not listen to any change, preferring their 
old charters and the old law. March 30th, several of 
the organizations sent delegates to meet the Military Com- 
mittee, and several alterations in the bill were suggested, and 
will be made by the Committee. Among these were that 
the militia of the State be organized as one brigade, in- 
stead of a division, as it was generally conceded that the 
latter would be more appropriate for so small a State, es. 





pecially ag the locations of the commands are such that it 


would be difficult to brigade them without causing more or 


less feeling among the troops, and if placed in a division, 
they would never get together for drill, etc. We learn, with 
unfeigned regret, that there is great doubt as to the bill 
passing, from the fact that the expenee is greater than the 
‘country members’’ would be willing to vote for ; if it does, 
we shall lose much faith in Rhode Island’s enterprise. 
Unitap Train ARTILLERY.—This famous command will 
celebrate its ninety-seventh charter anniversary on Monday 
next, at Providence, by a full dress parade and reception. 
Colonel Allen and his corps anticipate as usual a handsome 
display, and as for the reception--Well, every one knows how 
the Providence ‘‘ boys’? conduct these matters. 


PennsyLtvaniA.—The Philadelphia Sunday Republic gives 
some interesting items regarding the famous Artillery Corps 
Washington Grays, the pride of Philadelphia’s ‘‘Old Time”’ 
military . a 

The rejection of the application of this Corps requesting per- 
mission tv erect their monument in the Park, has secured for the 
command, by a unanimous and complimentary vote of both 
branches of Councils, permission to ex:ct the same in the small 
square on Girard avenue, Lelow Broad street. The site is a very 
eligible one, and equally as acceptable to the corps and its friends 
asa spotin the Park. ‘The arrangements for the dedication of the 
shaft were complete, and onthe 19th inst., the semi-centen 
anniversary, the corps appropriately, with all the “pomp and 
circumstance,” unveiled their tribute to their deceased comrades. 
The day was ‘‘ ushered in” by a salute of tifty guns at sunrise. 
The firing was performed by a squad of the corps under the 
direction of Licutenant Landell. The pieces used were 
kindly loaned by the Keystone Battery. At 2 o’clock the corps 
formed at their armory, and, preceded by McClurg’s band, 
murched direct to the monument, where the services imcidental to 
the unveiling and dedication were conducted. Colonel William 
MeMichael delivered the oration. At the conclusion of this part 
of the ppogramme the corps was escorted by the First regiment 
over a designated route. In the evening the grand banquet 
took place at the Continental. Invitations were forwarded to 
the President and Vice-President of the United States, and the 
Cabinet ; prominent officers of the Regular Army and the various 
National Guard Organizations; the Governors of Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, and a few friends of the 
corps. There were about seventy muskets in line, and as many 
more of the “ Old Guard.” 

A beautiful bronze medal, struck in commemoration of the event, 
was presented to each of the members and invited guests. The 
medal was made at the United States Mint, from cannon captured 
Jrom the Confederates during the Rebellion. 


Tue NatTionaL Cuampionsnip.—A delegation of Company 
A, Fourth regiment, Pennsylvania National Guard, led by - 
Captain Ryan, by prearrangement met a delegation of the 
“ Montgomery Guard,’’ of Boston, on Saturday last in New 


York, to perfect, if possible, arrangements for a drill between 
these two companies for the ‘National |Championship.’’ 
The result was unsatisfactory, the ‘‘Montgomery Guard’? 
refusing, as reported, to withdraw the wager portion of their 
challenge or drill in all the movements of the school of the 
company, including skirmish drill, in accordance with the 
Tactics. 

MaAssacuusetts.—We glean from tne Boston Herald 
eget items relative to the doings of Massachusetts 

litia : 


Breech- Loaders.—The matter of supplying the Militia with a 
breech-loading arm still remains in statu quo, The Governor is of 
opinion that, if the improved arm is to be provided, the purchase 
should be delayed until it is known what style of breech-loader the 
Regular Army will be provided with, in order that the Militia and 
Regulars may be supplie1 with the same arm. The probabilities 
are that the ulars will not be supplied for some time to come 
and meanwhile (unless the commander-in-chief alters his opinion} 
the pene will be obliged to keep the anxious seat and the o 
musket, 

Spring Inspections.—The recent inspections in the First and 
Ninth regiments are preliminary to a preparation for May training. 
Several companies of the Ninth regiment will be inspected 1 apes A 

, 


* : Da 
Colonel F’nan in the course of a week or. f¥Qi5 i this ack 


“ ” ; 
eee have been, COKE Phe posed inspection of 
the several organizations of the First brigade by General Burrell 
has been indetinitely postponed. 

The Legislature and Militia, etc.—The Committee on Mi 
Affairs of the Legislature have transacted all the business whi 
was referred to them, and are now taking a rest. Some opposition 
is expected on the question of selling the State arsenal property, as 
the bill was passed over in the House, for the purpose of debate, a 
~ or two since. 

bill has passed the Senate allowing a battalion of infantry the 
same number of musicians in a band asis allowed regiments. At 
mene the law provides for eighteen musicians in » regimental 
nd and eight in a band attached toa baitalion. The bill will 
probably be passed by the House of ntatives. 

Se was recently made to the State for 200 muskets to be 
u yy the Boston School Regiment, but the delivery has been de- 
layed in order that a sale of 2,500 old arms might be effected with a 
party who had made an offer therefor. If the old muskets are dis- 
posed of, the School Regiment will receive 200 new muskets. 

During the process of nickel-plating, the scabbards of the cavalry 
battalion were badly rusted inside, and as they were thereby 
tendered unfit for the sabres, General Cunningham ordered them 
o be returned and properly cleaned. 


ConnecticuT.—Parade -& the Second Infantry.—In compliance 
with First brigade orders, this regiment, Colonel 8. R. Smith, will 
arade for review and escort duty at New Haven on the Ist day of 
ay. Assembly at 10 o’clock a.m. The lieutenant-colonel, major, 
and staff officers will ogpene mounted, in full dress (gray) uniform 
(white gloves), with side arms. The companies are ordered to a 
pear in the full dress gray uniform adopted by the iment. T 
Section Light Artillery is also ordered out in full dress uni- 
form, provided with thirty blank cartridges for salute purposes. 
Line will be formed on Chapel street between Academy street and 
Wooster Place, right resting on Academy street. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Twe_rru Inrantry, Fort Yuma, Cat.—An answer to P pd 
question on Upton’s paragraph 201 was fom gee into a corner of the 
last number of the Journa before it passed the scrutiny of 
the editor, and was manifestly in The “ line of sight ” is in 
“the same vertical plane” with the ‘‘line of fire” when it is di- 
rectly aver it, so that a plumb-line dropped from any tof the 
one will pass direvtly through a — point the 
An understanding of this will, we think, make the 
uestion clear to you. The line of —* a 
line of fire, or axis of the piece, even w! it is the line of metal, as 
the musket barrel is not a cylinder but the frustum of a cone, 
r at one end than at the other. Thus the line of sight alwa 

es an angle with the iine of fire, as it would be im ble to 
ever hit the mark aimed at if they were made is t the 
paragraph uieans is, that the plane passing rough the line of 
sight and the line of fire should always be perpendicular to the 
earth, in the direction of the length of the musket, and that 
care should be taken that sights are never turned to the right 
or left out of this plane. The line of the fire is centre of the bore; 


oa 





Inasmuch as the line of fire and jectory are always in the 
same vertical plane, itis not possibo' to trike te mark ps toed rf 
unless the line of sight is also in that plane. The trajectory never 


of 
viz, that the line of make an 
with line of fire, and ; 
ore ts line of sight and ling of fixe be iu tae 
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La 
FOREIGN ITEMS. 


A British cotemporary says that 162 candidates, most 
of them officers of the army and navy, had offered theim- 
selves for the office of governor of the county jail at Car- 


At the international exhibition this year Sir Joseph 
Whitworth proposes to exhibit a 6-pounder patent 
breech-loading field gun, made of the itworth com- 

metal, and weighing a little over 6cwt. It is 
understood that this gun is offered in competition with 
any other gun, for range, accuracy, penetration, rapid- 
ity of firing, and durability. 


A PROVINCIAL journal says thatan enormous gun isnow 
being constructed in France, the castings at Ruelle and 
the accessories at Nevers. This piece is described as 
1-28 metres diameter at the breech, and the projectile as 
a cylindrical shell with a flat base 13 in. in diameter, and 
24 in. to 32 in. long, and a solid shot weighing 345 kilo- 
grammes. It is eaid that Colonel Maillard, director of 
the cannon foundry at Nevers, has invented a very simple 
kind of breech-piece for the gun. 


Tue principle of increasing twist seems to have re- 
ceived its death-blow in England, the numerous acci- 
dents to projectiles while still in the gun giving rise to 
just suspicions. The latest instance of failure is that of 
the of the Royal Oak, one of which was injured by 
the Creaking up of a Palliser shot, and another by the 

remature bursting of a shell. These accidents, follow- 
the disasters to the guns of the Hercules and the 
hon, and the recent splitting of the tube of the 

85-ton gun have made the authorities take alarm. 


Some interesting details about the friendly alliance 
which has just been concluded between China and 
Japan reach us from St. Petersburg. The two states 
have treated each other on a footing of perfect equality, 
and the material preponderance of Chima is scarcely per- 
ceivable. The treaty was concluded in the middle of 
November last. The treaty does not possess the charac- 
ter of an offensive and defensive alliance; the two 
Powers only pledge themselves that neither shall give 
any assistance to Europeans in a war against the other 
power. 


THe Engineer directs attention to what we may call 
the mechanical cruelty of “ seizing a shot and forcing it 
to rotate through the medium of its studs. Chilled pro- 
jectiles generally cracked themselves in a line running 
through the studs. In some cases it was found very 
difficult to break cracked shot or shell into two parts un- 
til the expedient of striking a blow on the stud was re- 
sorted to, when the projectiles at once opened asunder.” 
This explains why studded projectiles always break up 
through the stud-holes opposite to the grooves or weak- 
est part of the gun. 


Tue forthcoming engagement, says Broad Arrow, if 
‘we may so designate the experiment between the two 
iron-clads under Lord John Hay’s command, viz.: the 
Glation and Hotspur, will be a very one-sided affair, as 
the latter, with a fixed turret and one 25-ton gun, will 





fire at the moving turret of the former, containing two 
25-ton s. Were the compliment to be returned, we 
nicl knee put an end to many doubts, not only as to 
the relative value of the fixed and rotating turret, but 
also as to relative accuracy of fire attained by precisely 
similar guns when trained by Scott’s machinery and 
when trained by steam. We believe the nicety of aim 
which can be attained by the touch far surpasses that 
which can be attained by steam, and that the accurate 
pointing will on this occasion greatly redound to the 
credit of the inventor. 


Ir can hardly be pleasant for the English people to 
receive rts that a solemn treaty for which they are 
rs has been quie‘ly bat completely ignored, while 
their Government knew nothing of the act. When the 
report was circulated that Sebastopol was to be fully re- 
built asa military and naval station, a representative of 
the government was forced to confess in Parliament that 
he had no knowledge of the fact but what a Russian 
newspaper communicated. Some time since a special 
commission, consisting of several statesmen, was appoint- 
ed to solve the question of what was to be done with 
Sebastopol—whether it was to be made a military or 
commercial port, or whether new fortifications were to 
be built. The newspaper was informed that the com- 
mission had come to the conclusion that Sebastopol 
should be both a military and commercial port, entrust- 
ed to an officer with the rank of admiral—that it should 
not be made a fortress, but that several temporary forti- 
fications should be erected at the northern entrance to 
the bay, and at Eupatoria and Balaclava. It was de- 
cided to make it a free port. 


In so large a Navy as Great Britain possesses, the re- 
sult of many years’ work and progress, many anomalies 
necessarily occur, large ships of the line being eclipsed 
almost before launching by smaller ones fitted with 
more perfect appliances. The steadily increasing weight 
of guns, and the gun carriages which permit them to be 
worked on ship-board are capital elements in the rivalry. 
Thus the Agincourt, of 6621 tons, carries only four 9- 
inch 12-ton guns, the other 22 being simply 7-inch 6 1-2 
ton guns, which would be useless against a Hercules or 
Monarch, and could only pierce the at close 
quarters and at angles less than 42 to the perpendicular ; 
whilst the Royal Alfred, a converted ship 2,600 tons 
smaller, carries ten 9-inch 12-ton guns, besides eight 6 1-2 
ton guns ; and is, therefore, by far the more formidable 
ship. Even the unarmoured Jnconstant is armed with 
12-ton guns, and is, therefore, more formidable offensive- 
ly than many of the older iron-clads. A re-armament 
of the British navy is therefore in progress, and as fast 
as the old ships pass into the dockyard they are fitted 
with new batteries if possible. The Prince Consort, 
Monarch and Warrior are —- those already under- 
going improvement. 9-inch 12-ton guns take the 





place of 7-inch 6 1-2-ton guns, fiiling only the same space, 
working more easily and with fewer men. Sixty-seven : 
broadside ships, and sixteen turret vessels are either) 
fitted or fitting with these carriages, either in their more 

complete or in their partial form to eight 25-ton guns, | 
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eleven 25-ton guns, fifty-six 18-ton guns, 189 12-ton 
guns, and 118 9-ten guns. 


THE Pall Mall Gazette gives the following uninviting 
picture of service in the scientific branches of the 
British army: “.Two influential committees have delib- 
erated upon the state of the scientific corps within the 
last four years; innumerable articles and pamphlets 
have been written about it ; infinite have been the solu- 
tions suggested ; and deep and increasing has been the 
prevailing discontent. Some palliatives have been ap- 
plied, but there remained always this result—that the 
officers of the Royal Artillery and the engineers were at 
a disadvantage as compared with the rest of the army, 
whether their positions were considered relatively to 
their length of service, or relatively to the importance of 
their command. To educate oneself specially for the sci- 
entific branches of the army was practically to over- 
weight oneself largely in the race for military advance- 
ment. All sorts of complimentary things have been said 
about the artillery and engineers, all sorts of praises 
have been bestowed upon them, but nothing substantial 
came of it. The officers remained without any import- 
ant commands, stagnating in ranks which they had long 
since outgrown, superseded on all sides by men whe, 
having failed to obtain admission to the Woolwich Ac- 
ademy, had betaken themselves in despair to Sandhurst, 
or to direct commissions. And when purchase was abol- 
ished, it was percieved that if something were not done 
for the ordnance corps, they must suffer grievously from 
that abolition, because men would naturally decline to 
compete at the cost of great additional time, money, 
and labor, for commissions which would place them at 
a great military disadvantage, and so to speak, cut short 
their career at the rank of colonel if ever they lived so 
long, without the compensating advantage which had 
before existed, of a commission obtained without pur- 
chase.”’ 











MARRIED. 


{Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
fifty cents each.] 





Tyizr—Brown.—At St. Michael’s (Episcopal) church, Brattle- 
boro, Vt., on Tuesday, April 9, 1872, by the Rev. ‘Thomas P. Tyler, 
D.D., assisted by the Rev. C. C. Harris, rector of the parish, 
GrorGce W. Trier, U. 8S. Navy, to Firoresce, daughterof the 
late Judge Brown, of Batavia, N.Y. (No cards ) 


Facan—Conanan.—On the 10th inst., at St. James church, W. 
Philadelphia, by Right Rev. Bishop Wood, of Pa., Brevet Captain 
Louis E. Facas, U. 8. Marines, to Mary D., daughter of Mr. J. 
B. Colahan, all of Philadelphia. 


Reape—Buars.—At Harbor Creek, Erie Co., Pa., November 8, 
1871, by the Rev. N. Sullivan, Lieutenant Puitie Reape, Third 
Infantry, to Miss Mrnniz Beats. (No cards.) 





DIED. 


Smrrn.—At Raleigh, N. C., April 11, 1872, Many Jessre, eldest 
child of Captain Frank G., and Fannie D. Smith, in the sixth year 
of her age. 

Patrernson.—At Pittsburgh, Pa., cn Saturday, April 13, of 
oe fever, LirTLeToN Dawson Patterson, eldest son of Henry 

.and Louisa Maweon Patterson, aged four years and five months. 








THE GATLING GUN. 
By Caprarn E. RoGers. 
(From ‘Colburn’s United Service Magazine.’’) 


In a previous number of this magazine (April, 1871), we entered into a detailed 


accouny vf +he rise and progress of machine-guns, from the crude inception of Martin’s 
“ war-truck and rifie-vawwe.,," 6. 1. 22-2 a wna 5s eaually*periectea mxurument Ot 


death designed by Dr. Gatling. But we might have gone still further back, for in a 
work published in Paris in 1707, M. Rémy thus speaks of multiple guns, or as they 
were then called—Organs—from their resemblance to the barrels of an organ: 
“L/orgue est une machine composte de plusieurs canons de moneguet attachez en- 
semble, et dont on se sert pour deffendre des bréches et des retranchmens, parce que 
par leur moyen I’on tire plusieurs coups A la fois.” Increased attention has, however, 
of late been directed to these terrible “ man-mowers” in view of the fact that sixty- 
two Gatlings have since then been ordered to be added to our armament; and besides 
this, a most interesting lecture on “ Mitrailleurs and their place in wars of the future,” 
was delivered on the 22d ultimo, by Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher, Scots’ Fusilier 
Guards, and Member of the Ordnance Select Committee, at tho Royal United Service 
Institution, an arena of discussion that has hitherto been regarded as the connuctive 
link between the Services and Parliament. 

It is, therefore, incumbent on us to present once more to our readers a more special, 
and yet succinct, description of the gun and its appurtenances, which, with the aid 
of our illustration, we hope will be intelligible. (This we omit as already sufficiently 
familiar to the readers of the JouRNAL.) 

In our previous paper on “ Mitrailleuses,” we described this machine-gun as ex- 
hibiting the appearance of a “sectional or anatomical arrangement to disclose the 
mechanism of some extraordinary cannon,” a skeleton-like deformity arising from the 
fact of the gun when viewed a ‘ergo presenting no unusual appearance so far as the 
rear-casing goes, but on a front or side approach disclosing its naked barrels bare and 
bone-like; whence it would naturally occur to a novice to inquire whether for the 
sake of mere eye-service the outer casing might not be extended to the muzzles of the 
piece. But the gun is, we must admit, advisedly ugly, so as to afford free circulation 
of air and radiation of heat around the barrels, and thus yield a more continuous and 
rapid fire than could otherwise be obtained. 

And now we come to the loading apparatus, which, in the gun, recently proved at 
Woolwich and exhibited at the Royal United Service Institution on the night of 
Colonel Fletcher’s lecture, consists of a drum or metal cylinder having sixteen di- 
visions within its circumference, each of the divisions holding twenty-two cartridges 
piled one above the other, whilst over each compartment is placed a small brass run- 
ning-weight to facilitate their descent one by one into the carrier below, as well as 
also to indicate to the operator when each division is emptied of its contents. Around 
the base of the drum, which rests on a gun-metal disc, a series of thumb lugs are 
arranged, by which it is gently revolved with the left hand, while the right is en- 
gaged with the crank. The entire number of 352 cartridges can in this way be 
discharged in less than a minute, as was proved recently during a series of experi- 
poents made with the gun at Copenhagen, when, at s range of 1,300 yards, out of 400 





shots fired in fifty-four seconds, 200 bullets were placed on a target twelve feet by 

twenty-four! Indeed, we believe that in the Russian modification of the Gatling 

(é.¢., the ‘ Gorloff, as referred to in our previous article on ‘ Mitrailleuses,’) the rapid- 

ity of fire has been exeeeded—even up to 600 or 700 rounds a minute, and any one 
who witnessed the »anipulation of the artificer who exhibited the working of the 

Gatling «aitrailleur on the night of the 22d of January, will readily understand how 
such can be the case; but as a matter of fact, during the trials of the gun a few days 
previously at the Woolwich proof-range, the balls poured forth at the rate of four per 
second, and five and a-half and six were also obtainable. Their accuracy at the several 
ranges from 300 to 1,000 yards was immense, and there were no misfires. The 
breech-elevating screw of the Elswick-Gatling is of a novel character, and has been 
thus described : “‘ Two screws of opposite threads upon the same shaft, which is turned 
in tite ordinary manner by a small hand-wheel, impart motion to the ends of an 
apparatus bearing a strong analogy to that used by children for moving toy soldiers 
upon, thus lengthening it or shortening it as required, and elevating or depressing 

the breech of the gun.” In addition to this, there is in all Gatlings of recent con- 

struction an automatic traversing apparatus, or “double V screw,” by which lateral 
direction equal to a sweep of twelve degrees is effected without moving the trail of 
the gun or the wheels of the carsiage, by means of a crochet actuated by a spring that 
can be tightened or relaxed as required ; when tightened, the apparatus forms part 
and parcel of the crank that revolves the gun, and is consequently subject to its move- 
ments; when lateral direction is undesirable, and the operator wishes to concentrate 
his fire once more on a given point, the screw is simply relieved. The calibre of the 
guns at present being manufactured for our Government is for the small sized guns 
*45 inch, or a bore equal to that of the Martini-Henry, so as to admit of an assimi- 
lated ammunition, and of the medium-sized guns it is ‘65-inch ; for which, therefore, 
special ammunition will have to be manufactured, as this gun throws a solid project- 
ile weighing four and a-half ounces. We believe that the cost of the small-sized 
Gatling, with fittings, will be about £250, and of the medium-sized one, which weighs 
five cwt., about £100 more; or, in other words, the sixty-two guns, fifty of the -45 
inch, and twelve of the -65 inch calibre, said to be ordered or in course of construction 
at Sir William Armstrong’s factory, will cost something less or more than £16,000. 
Now what is this insignificant item in comparison with the price of a few “ Woolwich 
Infants,” an iron-clad, or a steel fort? And yet the 600-pounder can command only 
one position, the iron-clad might be reduced to a state of comparative inactivity by a 
line of torpedoes, and the fort might be “refused” by an invading enemy. This is 
undoubtedly the age of expensive experiments in warfare, and whatever peace- 
mongers may write or say to the contrary, national conflicts seem still as probable as 
ever ; mankind is as bellicose now as in the age when Greek met Greek ; for under a 
self-satisfying delusion that we mean defence, our works proclaim defiance. “If we 
must prepare for war as a contingency not wholly unprobable,” observed the Times 
the other day in speaking of these wonderful new forts, “‘ we may as well prepare in 
earnest, and here we see what the condition involves.” To return to our subject. Ten 
charged drums, equal to 3,520 rounds, for feeding the gun, are carried on the car- 
riage and limber, two within the axle-tree boxes, and eight in the limber-boxes ; 
besides, as the cartridge-cases are manufactured out of brass, and can be reloaded q 
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great number of times, it is possible to convey an extra quantity of loose material 
with which to prime them afresh. 

In the new guns, an old story is revived by the use of steel shields similar to 
those employed by ancient warriors in their war chariots, Upon the front of the 
gun carriage, and attached to iron stanchions secured on the axletree boxes, is a thin 
steel screen, one-eighth of an inch thick, designed to protect the party working the 
gun as well as the drum and crank-handle; but it is questionable whether so clumsy 
a contrivance will be found to answer the desired purpose. It {is hinged, so as to 
form seats on the axles, and so as to pack in the smallest compass, like other parts of 
the gun which are equally portable in separate pieces ; and this, indeed, is one of the 
strongest recommendations for the use of Gatlings in difficult country; but although 
the gun-carriage and limber are constructed as light as possible, they are necessarily 
of great proportional strength and consequent heaviness. The actual weight of the 
gun and its equipment is, we believe, about sixteen cwt., which, after all, is a light 
piece of ordnance compared with rifled guns or howitzers. 

The larger or one-inch Gatling is not at present; to be manufactured; and yet 
this is the special gun which, notwithstanding the hostile evidence produced against 
its use by Colonel Fletcher, we make bold to think, will eventually gain a footing in 
the estimation of artillerists. These are, in fact the very guns that by order of the 
American Government have been mounted in temporary forts along the Indian fron- 
tier. In the latter part of 1870 a loud discussion was heard on all sides as to the 
respective merits of muzzle-loaders versus breech-loaders, and a Select Committee, 
after months of patient investigation, recorded their vote in favor of the former; but 
what could a muzzle-loading field-gun, be it ever so excellent, effect within reason- 
able range, say a mile, against a Gatling throwing shot, shell, or canister two or 
three hundred rounds a minute? We say it under correction and deferentially, for 
we lack practical experience, but surely the result would be the annihilation of the 
unfortunate —— — while the hailstorm of —— assail them would have 
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to “ sponge, ram-home, and elevate.” What we venture to assert is that the one-inch 
Gatling will ocoupy a place of its own, namely, the intermediate position between 
rifled guns of heavy calibre and small arms. No doubt field pieces will still hold 
their own; but withal, we maintain, there will remain a nook for the Gatling of 
inch-calibre whence to work its wicked will and send its solid shot or shell into the 
astonished ranks of an enemy, “with dull resistless thud.” 

Then again, from another point of view, surely the gun that can effect such 
wonders, and be drawn by two or four horses, and when necessary can be taken to 
pieces—interchangeable pieces, let it be remembered—and can be carried separately 
across impracticable country to be re-adjusted on the field of battle, must commend 
itself to common sense, as superior to a weapon requiring six or eight horses to draw 
it, and which is of complicated if not irreplaceable mechanism. Looking to the trou- 
ble and expense of procuring and feeding animals on a campaign such as the present 
Looshai Expedition, and of hawking about a field-forge and armory with a flying 
column, or un army on the march over mountainous or marshy country,the «advan- 
tage of the simple Gatling will surely be patent to all. Then consider the economy 
of life and labor connected with the machine-gun; and last not least, the economy in 
a pecuniary sense, for the Gatling is cheaper in the long run than any rifled field- 
gun extant. 

We may be deemed enthusiastic, and perhaps too sanguine, but with the im- 
provement in construction,-in rifling, in ammunition, and internal mechanism 
capable of being bestowed on this gun, we venture to think that it would rival very 
powerful field-guns or howitzers, and be immeasurably superior to them at short 
ranges against uncovered troops. In another place I have thrown out a hint as to 
its employment by volunteers, who would find it an easy gun to work, and quite as 
effective as the clumsy ordnance hitherto in their hands; but amateur gunners ex- 
hibit a strange veneration for cannon of large calibre, and seem to court the trouble 
and excitement of laborious efforts with an unwieldy piece. 
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